THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
May 28, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Mary Rose Brady
Memorial
Sunday
May 29, 2022
7:45AM
Raymonde Vertyl
Spec. Intent.
10:15AM
John Gately
Memorial
6:00PM
Rosa Pasqualone Leone
1st Anniv.
Saturday
June 4, 2022
8:00AM
Caroline Conboy
Memorial
4:00PM
Cara Brady
17th Anniv.
Sunday
June 5, 2022
7:45AM
Vincent Cioffi
Memorial
10:15AM
Larry Rochon
10th Anniv.
6:00PM
Laurie Melchionda
Anniversary

St. Clare
Simone Grace Campbell
St. Francis of Assisi
Connor Patrick Cahill-Bryant
Lyla Ann Melchionda

Please see the inserted Financial Report for April, 2022
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.
Dear Parishioners of St. Francis
of Assisi and St. Clare Parishes,
Greetings
from
Pennsylvania! Just a quick note
of thanks for your hospitality
this year during my assignment
in Braintree. As one of my
classmates said to me earlier this year, "You have the best
assignment." And he, of course, is right! Special thanks to
Father Paul Clifford (Best Pastah Evah!) and his
team. You have helped me so much in my formation as a
future Priest of Jesus Christ.
I also wanted to thank you all for the cards and gifts that I
received during my final weekend with you. These will be
acknowledged personally later, but for now, I am busy
attending Ordinations of my classmates, as well as
preparing for my own Ordination. My Ordination is
scheduled for Saturday, June 4, at 10:00 a.m. at St. Patrick
Cathedral in Harrisburg. It can be viewed on the Diocese
of
Harrisburg
YouTube
channel:
youtube.com/
hbgdiocese. My first assignment will be announced near
the end of the Mass. Please pray for me!
Peace, Deacon Jerry Kleponis
The collaborative Office will be
closed on
Monday, May 30 in observance of
Memorial Day.
Have a safe and happy long
weekend.

St. Clare
Giuliana Fratto
Rylan Gaughan
John Piccozzo
Anna Cass
Rhyder Caulfield
Jack Cushing
St. Francis of Assisi
Michael Stout
Olivia Stout
Matthew Dodge
Daniel Keka
James Mulcahy
Ryan O’Leary
Evelyn Squires

Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Thomas B. Corcoran
Fr. Thomas J. Powers
St. Francis of Assisi
Christine Carrington
Mary Cody
Thomas Rountree
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Today we read about Saint Stephen. It is significant for me
as a deacon because Stephen was a deacon. In fact, he was
the very first deacon and the first person to be martyred for
the faith.
If you drive by many Protestant churches you might see on
the sign outside the title or theme of that Sunday’s sermon.
If I were to give a title to this homily it might read:
“No good deed goes unpunished.”
Here we have Stephen, a good, holy, Spirit-filled man,
faithfully following Christ. Stephen’s life and his death
were both imitations of Christ’s own life and death. We are
told in Acts 6 that he was filled with grace and power. That
he had a ministry to the hungry and the he worked many
signs and wonders among the people. In coming to know
Christ it was as though Stephen had won the lottery. He
had everything he needed and would want for nothing ever
again. And he shared as a gift that prize with anyone who
would listen. It was his longing, his heart’s desire, that all
might know salvation through their acceptance of Jesus
Christ.
He wasn’t trying to start an argument with the so-called
Synagogue of the Freed-men (the ones who brought him
before the Sanhedrin). They were his brother Jews and he
wanted to tell them the good news so that they too could
walk in true freedom as adopted Children of God, through
Christ Jesus. But they didn’t want to hear it. Their minds
were made up. They had their own agenda.
Let’s look at the ways Stephen’s life and death were like
Christ’s:
Like Christ, Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit
Stephen fed the hungry – like Jesus fed the 5000
Stephen, following Christ’s example, worked signs and
wonders among the people
Like Jesus he proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom.
Stephen was brought before the Sanhedrin, as was the
Lord.
He was falsely accused and put to death.
They both asked the Father to forgive their murderers
In every possible way, Stephen followed Christ in life and
in death.
Now, Stephen was given a great gift at the moment of his
death. It’s very unique, as far as we know he is the only
one to have this experience. Remember when Jesus was
before the Sanhedrin?
The high priest asked Jesus "Are you the Messiah, the son
of the Blessed One?"

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022
And Jesus answered, "I am; and you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with
the clouds of heaven."
Stephen is the first to witness that prophecy's fulfillment.
But he, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked up intently to
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God, and he said, "Behold, I see the heav-

ens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God."
Now here is the really cool thing.
Imagine a family, perhaps your family, and a son or daughter or husband or wife has been off at war – gone for a very
long time. You may be sitting on the sofa doing a crossword or watching TV. Suddenly that son or daughter who
has been away for so long is at the door. What do you
do? You stand up, you go to them, offer them your hand or
a warm embrace. You welcome them home; feed them;
shower them with affection.
This passage from the Acts of the Apostles is the only place
you’ll see Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Everywhere else, EVERYWHERE, he is seated at God’s right
hand. Not here. Tonight, Jesus stands to welcome his brother home from battle, ready to take him into his arms, to welcome him into the eternal banquet and to love him beyond
our capacity to understand.
Stephen was the first to witness that vision but he is NOT
the last to experience its reality. A time will come for each
one of us, faithful servants, to come before the Lord. We
don’t want to meet him sitting down in judgment but standing ready to take us, his brothers and sisters, into his arms
having come home from a life of spiritual warfare to receive that good which no eye has seen, what no ear has
heard and what has been impossible for us to even conceive
of in our minds.
Like Stephen we are filled the Holy Spirit; with grace and
power. We have won the lottery! Where are our signs and
wonders? Is our invitation to our family and friends to accept Christ on our lips? Are we out there sharing the prize
with the people we meet or are we keeping our experience
of Christ a closely guarded secret - locked up like our own
private treasure? That’s not our calling. Our calling is to go
out and make disciples. What we receive as a gift we should
give as a gift. Invite! Invite! Invite! Pray! Pray! Pray! Our
calling is to send out the invitation; the RSVP is not up to
us. It may be slow in coming but don’t despair - God’s love
is stronger than anyone’s stubborn heart.

