THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
May 14, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Florence Colatti and
Anniversary
Daniel Zopatti
Anniversary
Sunday
May 15, 2022
7:45AM
George & Janet Drummey Memorial
10:15AM
Louis Campanale, Sr.
20th Anniv.
6:00PM
Parishioners of St. Clare
Saturday
May 21, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Lucy Salvaggio and
Memorial
Phyllis Quintiliani
Memorial
Sunday
May 22, 2022
7:45AM
Nicole Sorenson
1st Anniv.
10:15AM
John Mahoney
Memorial
6:00PM
Maria Soares
Memorial
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of May 14-20 have been donated in loving
memory of George & Janet Drummey. The Sanctuary
light will also burn in loving memory of George & Janet.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

Please join us THIS Monday night (and again May 16 and
23 ) at 6:45PM, as we pray the Rosary in honor of our
Blessed Mother. We will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
church.

JESUS IS HERE

St. Clare
Dolores Marie Tran
Jacqueline Rose Tran
St. Francis of Assisi
Vivianne Margaret Anderer

St. Clare
Alexander Chandler
Alexander Cole
Rory Cole
Lily Gniadek
Grace Leahy
Robert Leahy
Emerson O’Brien
Caleb Parker
Mila Chizauskas
Evelyn Dellascio
Connor Hulke
Madison Pitts
St. Francis of Assisi
James Holland
Katherine Holland
Anabelle Houton

Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic Congress
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022
8:30AM – 6:00PM
TSONGAS CENTER, LOWELL, MA
Cardinal Seán O’Malley invites all the Catholic faithful in
the Archdiocese of Boston and surrounding dioceses to join
him in closing the Year of the Eucharist with a daylong Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here.
Details
of
this
event
can
www.bostoncatholic.org/Jesu-is-here.

be

found

at

If you are interested in attending as member of
our collaborative, please contact the collaborative
office at 781-843-1332 or pkinnally@sfab.org.

St. Francis of Assisi
Rita Miele
St. Clare
Claire Pannier
Richard K. Murray
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Coming to a theater near you.
Over the past few weeks, we have been reading from the
Acts of the Apostles. One of the themes seems to be how
the Apostles were harassed and persecuted.
This week we are told that It was necessary for them “to
undergo many hardships to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Acts 14:22)
Two weeks ago, we were told that after a bitter confrontation the Apostles left the Sanhedrin “rejoicing that they had
been found worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the
name.” (Acts 5:41)
In a couple of weeks, we will read about the death of Saint
Stephen. He was the first Martyr and one of the first deacons. The polemic between the religious leaders and the
early Church had reached a pinnacle and after all the veiled
threats, harassment, vitriol toward the believers, violence
against them seemed inevitable. And so, Stephen was
dragged outside the city and stoned to death praying “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.”
Last week a brief was leaked from the Supreme Court of
the United States. Something I personally find outrageous
though not unexpected in these times.
Immediately there were protests at the Supreme Court
building. Then the home addresses of the justices were
publicized. Something I also think is reprehensible. The
protests then spread to their homes, posing threats to not
only the justices but to their families in order to intimidate
the judges into changing their minds on a case before the
court. This by the way is prohibited by Federal law. (18
US Code 1512).
And now, these “protesters” are attacking Catholic Churches and Pro-life offices. Just this week a molotov cocktail
was thrown at the offices of Wisconsin Family Action, a
pro-life organization. Graffiti on the wall outside read “If
abortions aren’t safe neither are you.” That’s not even a
veiled threat. I think legally it might be called a terrorist
threat. Graffiti was also discovered at other nearby pro-life
offices in Denton, Texas.
Last Sunday, Mother’s Day, protesters entered Catholic
Churches around the country spewing all kinds of venomous, anti-Catholic and abhorrent speech. Protests were held
at Our Lady of the Angels Cathedral in Los Angeles. At
Old Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, they
shouted “Thank God for abortion” and “God killed His Son
why can’t I kill mine?” Vulgar it is, but did they also admit
that abortion is killing?

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022
The group calling for protests at churches also vowed on
Twitter to “Burn the Eucharist.” Apparently, a call to commit hate crimes on Twitter will not get you suspended.
As a result, vandals tried to remove the tabernacle from Holy Rosary Church in Houston and attempts were made to
desecrate the Eucharist at St. Bartholomew and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Churches.
As Christians and particularly as Catholics this should not
surprise us. Jesus promised us eternal life and happiness but
He never said it was going to be an easy road to get
there. He always promised us the Cross however that might
come to us. Jesus was very pointed when He said, “If they
persecuted Me, they will persecute you also.” (Jn 15:20)
I hope we are ready for this. The time is at hand now. There
will be more and more lies and hatred being thrown at the
Church and like the death of St. Stephen, it is not hard to
see how violence can not only follow but be tolerated, and
in some circles, celebrated.
“The hour is coming,” says the Lord, “when everyone who
kills you will think he is offering worship to God.” (Jn16:2)
What are we to do? First of all, we need to continue in
steadfast prayer for the safety of parishioners and clergy.
Secondly, we must pray for a change of heart and mind in
those who hold us in such disdain, ask the Lord not to hold
this sin against them and that the Lord will grant them the
salvation purchased by the Blood of Christ.
Thankfully, nothing has happened here in Braintree, but it
might at some point. What should we do if protesters come
and interrupt our worship? We should be charitable and
peaceful in our response and not respond in kind. I think
that if a church full of good Catholics pulled out their rosaries and all prayed those Hail Mary’s together it would be
more powerful than any brute force on their part or
ours. Eventually the offenders would leave in the
knowledge that we could not be moved and that God’s purpose will not be thwarted.
And when all is said and done, we will rejoice as Peter did
that, we too were found worthy to suffer dishonor for the
sake of the Name of Jesus.

