
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and 
present it to one of  the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Fr. Bill’s Place: 

 First Tuesday of the month 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Help for the Poor: 

 Pine Street Inn Society:  

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Karen Mc Brine 961-3460 

 E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 First Wednesday of the month 

             Lucille Barton 848-0626  

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     Parish Hall                 Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

Deacon Jerry Kleponis’ final week in the collaborative is 

next weekend (May 7-8, 2022).  Please join us, after the 9 

and 11:30AM Masses at St. Francis, as we say goodbye 

and wish Deacon Jerry well as he goes on to become Fa-

ther Jerry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us THIS Monday night (and again May 9, 16 

and 23 ) at 6:45PM, as we pray the Rosary  in honor of our 

Blessed Mother.  We will meet at St. Francis of Assisi 

church.   

 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

Post-Abortion Healing Retreats  

“My spirit was broken and as far as I knew beyond re-

pair.  I was consumed with feelings of remorse.  During the 

retreat, I realized the lasting impact of forgiveness.  I knew 

God had forgiven me, and now I needed to forgive my-

self.” – A Project Rachel Retreat Attendee. The Project 

Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a 

special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a 

past abortion to attend a Come to the Waters of Healing one

-day retreat. Spring dates are May 14 and June 4. Locations 

are confidential. Limited to ten participants per retreat. For 

more information, contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 

or help@projectrachelboston.com  

 

 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          April 30, 2022 
8:00AM Parishioners of St. Clare 

4:00PM Betty Ann Mc Bride &  Memorial 

 Robert McBride Memorial 

Sunday             May 1, 2022    

7:45AM William O’Sullivan 12th Anniv. 

10:15AM Arthur Gillis 5th Anniv. 

6:00PM Rita I. MacDonald Anniversary 

Saturday          May 7, 2022 

8:00AM  

4:00PM Philip Fontana 2nd Anniv. 

Sunday             May 8, 2022    

7:45AM       

10:15AM Antonio DiFonso and Memorial 

 Ben Di Fonso Memorial 

6:00PM Kay Napolitano Anniversary 
 

The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for 

the week of April 30-May 6 have been donated in loving 

memory of Philip Fontana and the Deceased Members 

of the Fontana and Shurila Families.  The Sanctuary 

light will also burn in loving memory of Philip and 

Family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify 

your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative 

office or visit our web site. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Kathyrn Coady-Wright 

  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Clare 
Matlida Flowers Fleming 

Grayson Ford Yerkes 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Abel Patrick Rico 

Leah Sullivan 

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com


I once learned about the Jesus Prayer, an ancient rosary 

prayed on 100 beads. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have 

mercy on me a sinner.” This prayer is repeated on every 

bead. Boring, right? I was told that by repeating the prayer, 

eventually it would not just be something I repeated with 

my mind, but that it would enter my heart and eventually, 

with my heart, I would come to really know the mercy and 

love of God. It’s true because it bore itself out in my own 

life. 

  

I think Peter loved the Lord with all his heart but his confi-

dence was broken by his failure the night Jesus was arrest-

ed. Jesus didn’t need to hear that Peter loved him. Peter 

needed to hear it! He needed to hear it in his heart. 

  

Because of his denial he doubted the strength of his love. 

He needed to say “I love you. I love you. I love you. I love 

you.” over and over again until he was convinced in his 

heart that he did. 

  

Peter carried the burden of his denial even after he repented, 

even after he was forgiven.  I think that many of us are like 

that too. We often carry around a burdensome memory of 

something that was said or done or something left unsaid or 

undone. We carry that weight unnecessarily for years on 

end. We’re truly sorry for it.  We’ve confessed it. We’ve 

been forgiven. We just don’t believe we’re worthy of it. 

That’s the Devil’s tool, making us think we aren’t worthy. 

The thing is – it’s not about what we do, it’s about God’s 

grace and love for us. Maybe we need to hear that over and 

over again. 

  

That’s what Jesus was doing for Peter today and what he 

wants to do for you and for me. He wants us to know that 

our sin is not bigger or more powerful than His love. It just 

isn’t. 

  

Maybe it’s time we started to repeat the Jesus Prayer until 

deep in our hearts we too come to know the height and 

depth, length and breath of God’s mercy and love and lay 

the weight of our burdens at the foot of the cross. 

  

“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sin-

ner.”  AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022
  

From 

Deacon  

Joe MacDonald 

 

It’s been said that repetition is the mother of all learning. 

Many of us, of a certain age, will remember learning the 

“times table.” We would repeat this table of numbers over 

and over again. 1 times 3 is 3, 2 times 3 is 6, 3 times 3 is 

nine, etc. By the end of the year, after many repetitions, 

your teacher could ask anyone something like “what is 9 

times 9” and nearly everyone could immediately respond 

81. 
  

Young piano students, in addition to learning enjoyable 

pieces of music are required to learn and to play scales – up 

and down for three or four octaves, at different tempos and 

rhythms. By constant repetition in practicing those scales, 

the student knows what it is expected to sound like and 

muscle memory infused into the hands and fingers brings 

the player to the point that when you saw a scale in a piece 

of music, even if it looked difficult, it wasn’t a problem 

because you didn’t have to think about it.  It came natural-

ly; you knew it deep inside. 
  

But there’s also a certain confidence that is needed in any 

endeavor, even when you know something very well. If 

you don’t have a sense of confidence, the outcome can still 

be disappointing. You can know something in your head 

but not be convinced of it in your heart. 
  

At the end of John’s Gospel, which we heard today at 

Mass, Jesus takes Peter aside and asks a simple question. 

“Do you love me?”  Of course Jesus already knew the an-

swer but he asked it of Peter three times. I’m sure that it 

saddened and frustrated Peter. 
  

You’ll hear all kinds of people saying with some self-

assurance that Jesus asked three times because Peter denied 

him three times. Jesus was giving it back to Peter; twisting 

the knife a little; getting even for the betrayal. 
  

That doesn’t sound at all like the Jesus of the Gospels. The 

one who taught us to forgive and to do what is good to 

those who hurt us. It wouldn’t benefit Jesus at all to remind 

Peter of his failings. So why ask three times? If Jesus did-

n’t need to keep hearing the answer, who did? 
  

It’s true, Peter denied that he even knew Jesus three times 

and when the cock crowed he immediately recognized his 

sin and regretted it. He was the Lord’s choice to lead the 

others and he failed. 
  

He was sorry.  He was forgiven. Jesus got over it. but Peter 

didn’t. 


