
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and 
present it to one of  the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Fr. Bill’s Place: 

 First Tuesday of the month 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Help for the Poor: 

 Pine Street Inn Society:  

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Karen Mc Brine 961-3460 

 E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 First Wednesday of the month 

             Lucille Barton 848-0626  

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     Parish Hall                 Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

JESUS IS HERE 

Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic Congress 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022 8:30AM – 6:00PM 

TSONGAS CENTER, LOWELL, MA 
 

Cardinal Seán O’Malley invites all the Catholic faithful in 

the Archdiocese of Boston and surrounding dioceses to 

join him in closing the Year of the Eucharist with a day-

long Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here.  
 

A core tenet of the Catholic faith is that the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ is made truly present in the Eucha-

rist. But belief in the True Presence has waned in recent 

years, even among Catholics. And that’s a concern—

because as Cardinal Seán teaches, “it is in the Eucharist 

where we find our true identity.” Jesus is Here is an op-

portunity for us to deepen our understanding of the mys-

tery of Jesus’ presence with us—by listening to powerful 

talks on the Eucharist, by receiving Jesus in the Eucharist 

at Mass, and by adoring Him in a time of adoration and 

worship. 
  

7:30am  Doors Open, Exhibitors Available  

8:30am  Welcome, Music, & Celebration of Mass  

10:15am  Break & Visit Exhibitors  

10:45am  Session 1 – Featuring Deacon. Harold 

 Burke-Sivers & Bishop Daniel Flores  

12:15pm  Lunch Break & Visit Exhibitors  

1:30pm  Session 2 – Featuring Bishop Robert Bar-

ron  

2:30pm Break & Visit Exhibitors 3:00pm Session 

3 –  Featuring Jackie and Bobby Angel  

4:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration & Procession 

through  Lowell  

6:00pm  Eucharistic Congress Concludes * 
 

Confessions will be available at the following times: 7:30-

8:30am, 10:15am-1:30pm, 2:30-3:30pm.  
 

If you are interested in attending as member of our collab-

orative, please contact the collaborative office at 781-843-

1332 or pkinnally@sfab.org. 

 

 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          April 23, 2022 
8:00AM Anita Walsh Durigan 1st Anniv. 

4:00PM Dante Varrasso  5th Anniv. 

Sunday             April 24, 2022    

7:45AM Robert J. & Jean M. Barrett Memorial 

10:15AM John J. Clougher Memorial 

6:00PM Ruth Driscoll 1st Anniv.  

Saturday          April 30, 2022 

8:00AM 

4:00PM BettyAnn Mc Bride &  Memorial 

 Robert McBride Memorial 

Sunday             May 1, 2022    

7:45AM       

10:15AM Arthur Gillis 5th Anniv. 

6:00PM Rita I. MacDonald Anniversary 
 

Please see the enclosed March, 2022 Financial 

Report. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify 

your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative 

office or visit our web site. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
John J. Belcher 
Marie Patriarca 
Janet Meliconda 

  

St. Clare 
Robert Gannon 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Christ's dying and rising and our dying and rising with him, 

is the key tenet of our faith. This is why we celebrate Easter 

for fifty days. Without Easter there would be no Christian 

faith. Christmas would be just another day and the cemetery 

would be our final destination. Therefore the joy of Easter 

is not something to keep to ourselves. It’s transformative 

for all humankind. In fact it is our duty to spread this news. 

It is our mission statement, the one given to us at the ascen-

sion to “Go out and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” (Mt 28:19) 
  

Let’s not be doubters but believers. Even though we haven’t 

seen with our eyes we can still embrace the resurrection and 

experience it even now. We need to see death in a new 

light, not as an ending but as a continuation, as a kind of 

Passover from the life we know to a life filled with light in 

union with God himself in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: 

Where did the feast of Divine Mercy come from? 
 

Answer: 

If you were born well before the year 2000, you know the 

feast of Divine Mercy has not always been celebrated in the 

Church. In the early 1900s, a young Polish nun began re-

ceiving private revelations. Jesus appeared to her during her 

times of prayer, speaking a message of mercy and love for 

the world. She received a set of prayers — the Divine Mer-

cy Chaplet — and the request to have a feast day estab-

lished to remind the Church of the mercy of God. St. 

Faustina died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in the midst 

of one of the most violent centuries in the history of the 

world. 
 

Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland and 

beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was a holy 

young women, and the cause for her canonization opened. 

In the year 2000, she was canonized by the first-ever Polish 

pope, St. John Paul II. On her canonization day, he estab-

lished the second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy Sun-

day, “a perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, 

with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and 

trials that mankind with experience in the years to come.” 

©LPi 
 

“Jesus: ‘My child, life on earth is a struggle indeed; a great 

struggle for my kingdom.  But fear not, because you are not 

alone.  I am always supporting you, so lean on Me as you 

struggle, fearing nothing.  Take the vessel of trust and draw 

from the fountain of life – for yourself, but also for other 

souls, especially such as are distrustful of My good-

ness.’” (St. Faustina No. 1488) 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2022
  

From 

Deacon  

Joe MacDonald 

 

I’ve said this before, and I’ll say it again. Saint Thomas 

gets a bad rap.  Imagine being remembered by one mistake 

or flaw. 

  

In the seventh grade we had a nun who was extremely 

obese, easily 500 pounds, and the stuff of which reality 

shows are made. We mockingly called her Twiggy (the 

name of a very thin supermodel at the time). Kids can be 

cruel. She had a lot going for her, this overweight nun, but 

the only thing people knew her for was being fat. She never 

actually said anything but she must have known about the 

moniker we hung upon her. I imagine she was quite self-

conscious and sad. 

  

There was a man who was arrested for Driving under the 

influence. It was both stupid and dangerous. Everyone 

would point to the guy with comments like he was the 

town drunk. The man had gone to AA and was clean and 

sober for a number of years but he was always known as 

“the drunk.” 

  

Saint Peter was never called Peter the Denier or Foot in the 

Mouth Peter was he? Do you think the other apostles 

would point and say “cock-a-doodle-do” when he walked 

by? And yet Thomas is called the “doubter” in perpetuity. 

Sure he had seen the dead raised to life at the hand of Je-

sus. But the one who raised the dead was now dead himself 

and no one had ever heard, or even imagined, that someone 

could rise from the dead by their own power. 

  

So let’s cut the guy some slack and remember that when 

we point our finger at someone we have three fingers 

pointing back at us. How much do we believe? How open 

are our own eyes to the truth of Christ’s rising? Do we live 

our lives courageously as people of the resurrection or are 

we still afraid of death and dying? If the resurrection is real 

and we know it, then it’s the greatest gift the world has ev-

er known. It’s not just good news – it's GREAT news. We 

should want to shout it from the rooftops – “Death is swal-

lowed up in Victory. Death has no sting.” (1 Cor: 15:54) 

We have to start living this way. We can't be afraid. We 

shouldn’t be afraid of our own mortality and when we 

mourn the death of our loved ones we should do so with a 

sure and certain hope in the resurrection promised by 

Christ himself. “I have gone to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you 

also may be.” (Jn 14:2-3)  


