THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-843-1332
On Hiatus
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
parish@sfab.com

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
March 26, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
William & Florence Potter Memorial
Sunday
March 27, 2022
7:45AM
Rita A. MacDonald
Memorial
10:15AM
Alberto Duarte and
Memorial
Maria & John DaSilva
and Ricardo Hernandez
6:00PM
Marisa Federico
Anniversary
Saturday
April 2, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
St. John Paul II
Memorial
Sunday
April 3, 2022
7:45AM
John Barton
Memorial
10:15AM
Vincent & Dorothy Joyce Memorial
6:00PM
Anthony Catto
1st Anniv.

BRAINTREE

St. Francis of Assisi
Ann Picewick
Robert Belanger

Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Michael W. MacEwen
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
If you are a registered parishioner who
utilizes the parish envelope system or
the online giving option and would like
a copy of your total contributions for
2021 please call the collaborative
office at 781-843-1332. If you do not
currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online giving
system, but would like to; or if you have any questions
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in
the collaborative office.

What are you doing for Lent?
We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the
family, or have some time just for yourself!
Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Monday in Lent at 6:45PM. Our next gathering is Monday,
March 28. If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve
prayed the Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick
refresher!
Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at
St. Francis of Assisi Church.

As of Wednesday, March 23 our Grand Annual Collection
was $62,815 from 180 contributors. Thank you to all who
have contributed. If you did not receive an Appeal letter
or have misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at
781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one.
The Braintree Catholic Women’s
Club has two $1,000 scholarships
available to High School Seniors who
are graduating this year (2022). One
will be awarded to a Braintree High
School Graduate Senior and the other
to a Braintree Senior graduating from a Catholic High
School. Notices have been sent to all participating schools.
Please contact your Guidance Department to request an
application regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs.
Margaret Hart, Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755.
The deadline for these scholarships is April 22. 2022.

Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:008:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays
from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall. We will delve into
Dr. Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he unravels the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross.
Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Imagine your teenage son or daughter came up to you,
looked you straight in the eye and said “I wish you were
dead!” As a parent I don’t think there is anything that
would be more heartbreaking, like a sucker punch to the
gut.
And let’s remember how it is that one gets an inheritance.
You get your inheritance when someone dies. It could be
said that this “prodigal” son, by asking for his inheritance
prematurely, had, perhaps unwittingly told his father to
“drop dead.”
Most of us, I think, would react by cutting the ingrate out
of the will all together or at least send him to bed without
his supper.
I’d like to put this whole thing into some kind of perspective. Today's Gospel jumps from verse 3 to verse 11. What
does Luke have to say in verses 4 through 10?
What we read in the parable of the prodigal son is actually
the third of three parables. You might say it is the culmination of what Luke wants to tell us. The first is the parable
of the lost sheep; the second is the parable of the lost coins.
Both of these parables result in rejoicing. At the end of the
first we are told that there is more rejoicing in Heaven over
one sinner who repents than a hundred righteous who have
no need to repent. The second ends similarly. It states that
there will be rejoicing by the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.
Now let’s take a look at who Jesus is talking to when he
tells these three stories. Verse one tells us that sinners and
tax collectors had come to hear him. They came to hear the
words of the prophet. Arguably they were open to God’s
message. By contrast the scribes and Pharisees were there
complaining that Jesus dared to associate with such people. They after all were the righteous; they had followed
the letter of law faithfully; they had no need to repent (or
so they thought).
And so we had the lost sheep, the lost coin, and now the
lost son who caused heartbreak and suffering to his father.
Notice that the father did not cut his son off. It was the son
who cut himself off from his father. Still, the father responded with generosity to the son he was losing but still
loved.
The son lived extravagantly and not surprisingly all did not
go well for this immature man-child. He wasted his inheritance on things that would not last and that did not satisfy
until finally he was forced to hire himself out to tend the

swine (forbidden by Hebrew Law). He had cut himself

SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022
off from his family, his community and his God. Sometimes people have to hit some kind of bottom in their lives
before coming to their senses. This was his bottom. He hit
it hard and he came to his senses.
So he went home, hoping that he could at least be hired as a
servant in his father’s household.
The son who lived extravagantly was met by the father who
loved extravagantly. The child who sinned extravagantly
was greeted by the father who forgave extravagantly and
there was extravagant rejoicing at his return, except for one
person.
The older son resented his brother’s return, particularly the
over the top celebration his father had ordered. He refused
to come in. He complained and grumbled against his brother and his father. Like the Pharisees he didn’t want to eat or
associate with this “sinner.” Like the Pharisees he couldn’t
understand the depth and breadth of a father’s love. The
story doesn’t tell us if the older son finally entered the feast
after his father explained it to him. In a way he had cut himself off as well, feeling unappreciated, more like a slave
than a son.
Who are we more like in this story? Are we more like the
son who left and came back? Are we the father who loves
and forgives? Do we identify more with the older son? Are
we repentant sinners or are we the righteous, obeying the
letter of the law without understanding its spirit and heart?
Let’s reflect on this. Let’s move away from our grumbling,
finger pointing and self-righteousness, remember we are all
sinners, repent and enter into the prodigal love of our Father
in Heaven.

JESUS IS HERE
Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic Congress
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022
8:30AM – 6:00PM
TSONGAS CENTER, LOWELL, MA
Cardinal Seán O’Malley invites all the Catholic faithful in
the Archdiocese of Boston and surrounding dioceses to join
him in closing the Year of the Eucharist with a daylong Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here.
Details
of
this
event
can
www.bostoncatholic.org/Jesu-is-here.

be

found

at

If you are interested in attending as member of our
collaborative, please contact the collaborative office at 781-843-1332 or pkinnally@sfab.org.

