
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and 
present it to one of  the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-843-1332 

 On Hiatus 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Fr. Bill’s Place: 

 First Tuesday of the month 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

Help for the Poor: 

 Pine Street Inn Society:  

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Karen Mc Brine 961-3460 

 E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 First Wednesday of the month 

             Lucille Barton 848-0626  

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     Parish Hall                 Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 parish@sfab.com 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Clare 

Mark L. Jenkins 

Julie Hasson 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Thomas F. Sweeney, Jr. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What are you doing for Lent? 
We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the 

family, or have some time just for yourself!   
 

Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Mon-

day in Lent at 6:45PM.  Our next gathering is Monday, 

March 14.  If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve 

prayed the Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick 

refresher! 
 

Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at 

St. Francis of Assisi Church. 
 

Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:00-

8:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays 

from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall.  We will delve into 

Dr. Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he un-

ravels the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross. 
 

Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St. 

Francis of Assisi Church. 

 
 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS weekend, 

March 19-20!  Thank you to everyone who so faithfully 

supports our pantry  Some of the needed items for this 

month are small Individual snack packs, small bottles of 

water, mayonnaise, canned fruit, tea bags/coffee, Paper 

products, personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes).  

However, we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.  

Donations are also accepted Monday through Friday from 

9-4 at the Collaborative Office located in the Rectory at St. 

Francis of Assisi. 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          March 19, 2022 
8:00AM  

4:00PM Chris Ghiloni 1st Anniv. 

Sunday             March 20, 2022    

7:45AM Parishioners of St. Clare 

10:15AM Tenley Edwards Memorial 

6:00PM Mark P. Wrobel and Memorial  

 Mark S. Wrobel 

Saturday          March 26, 2022 

8:00AM  

4:00PM William & Florence Potter Memorial 

Sunday             March 20, 2022    

7:45AM Rita A. MacDonald Memorial  

10:15AM Alberto Duarte and  Memorial 

 Maria & John DaSilva 

6:00PM Marisa Federico Anniversary 

 

Please see the enclosed February, 2022 Financial Report. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify 

your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office 

or visit our web site. 
 

If you are a registered parishioner who 

utilizes the parish envelope system or 

the online giving option and would like 

a copy of your total contributions for 

2021 please call the collaborative office 

at 781-843-1332. If you do not currently utilize the parish 

envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would like to; 

or if you have any questions regarding your statement, 

please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office. 
 
 

 

 

As of Wednesday, March 16 our Grand Annual Collection 

was $61,915 from 176 contributors.  Thank you to all who 

have contributed.  If you did not receive an Appeal letter 

or have misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at 

781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one. 
 

Due to the unprecedented needs brought 

about by the devastation of the attacks on 

Ukraine and the immigration of millions of 

victims fleeing the ravages of the war, 

Cardinal O’Malley is authorizing a special 

collection to be taken up at all parishes on 

THIS weekend . The proceeds from the collection will be 

sent to Catholic Relief Services, the overseas relief and 

development agency of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, and to 

the Vatican agency for outreach to the Churches in Eastern 

Europe.  This special collection will be taken up in our 
collaborative as you exit the church.  Checks should be 
made payable to the parish with “Ukraine relief” in the memo 
line.  Please be as generous as your means allow. 



That’s what true faith is – a devotion,  a loyalty and a commit-

ment not just to a set beliefs but to the one to whom those be-

liefs point us toward. 
  

I am grieved to recognize that we may have lost a generation or 

more to eastern religions, agnosticism, cults, humanism, and 

atheism because we have not led people to an experience of 

God which brings the richness of our beliefs to their fullest 

beauty and potential. 
  

I might sound like a broken record but these are the ways to 

experience God. 
  

Prayer, not just the recitation of rote prayers, though those are 

important too, but about reflective, meditative prayer where we 

place ourselves in a state that is receptive to the Lord’s presence. 
  

The reading of Sacred Scripture is a second way to experience 

God, especially when we pray with the Scriptures in a reflective 

meditative way. These biblical books are God’s words to us. 

They speak to our hearts, not just our minds. 
  

The Sacraments of the Church are also ways that Christ himself 

has given us to know and be one with him, especially through 

the Holy Eucharist. 
  

We can also find God in the persons we meet every day. 

“Whatever you do to the least of these you do unto me.” (Mt 

25:40) Indeed when we go to Mass on Sunday the Church 

teaches us that Christ is present in three ways, Word, and Sacra-

ment and in the assembled people there to offer worship. 
  

George Harrison may have left the Church but he didn’t leave 

his devotion to God. I believe that Christ, who is the only way to 

the Father and who was crucified for George and for each one 

of us, has found a way to bring George and others sincerely 

seeking the face of God to the fullness of life they seek. 

 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 Healing Mass for Those Impacted by Divorce or Separation 

Come to the waters...from the wellspring of the Lord's heart 

we find healing, freedom, peace and joy. The Family Life 

team of the Archdiocese of Boston invites all family mem-

bers impacted by divorce or separation to a Healing Mass 

celebrated by Fr. Matt Williams on Monday, March 28th at 7 

PM at St. John the Baptist Parish, Quincy. Confession will 

be offered, and prayers of healing following the Mass. For 

more information, contact Emily_Elliott@rcab.org, or vis-

it https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz to register. 
 

Once a year, Catholics throughout the Archdiocese 

are asked to support their parish and the ministries 

of the archdiocese through the Catholic Appeal. 

We hope that you will respond generously. You 

can make your gift by scanning the QR code, mailing back 

your pledge card or visiting www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/

donate-now to make an online donation. Your gift helps put 

faith into action in countless and far-reaching ways. Thank 

you!  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 2022
 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

I’m sad today as I write this.  There is a lot going on in the 

world to warrant sadness in all of us. 
  

Last night I was watching a two part documentary on the 

Life of former Beatle George Harrison called “Living in 

the Material World.”  I’ve always been a fan of the Beat-

le’s music both as a group and as solo artists. But I always 

liked George the best. He was the one who was always 

seeking God. He sought to give what he found to his band-

mates. And he wasn’t afraid to speak of this and to write 

songs about his relationship with God and to move others 

to also seek God. Much of George’s music reflected his 

beliefs and his spirituality.  Some were subtle while others, 

like My Sweet Lord, were more obvious. His music influ-

enced me, along with Handel’s Messiah, on my own search 

for God 
  

Many of us are familiar with the Beatles trip to India in 

1968 to study Transcendental Meditation with Maharishi 

Mahesh Yogi and his meeting with Swami Prabhupada in 

1969, after which he became a devout Hindu.  Still, he held 

Jesus in high regard. 
  

This is why I became sad. George Harrison was brought up 

Catholic. Why couldn’t he find God in the Church? After all, it 

is the Church Jesus (God) instituted.  God in his fullness and in 

all his glory and with all his infinite love, his holiness, which he 

shares with us, even his Divine Nature by grace is ours for the 

asking. George wanted to be one with God and he should have 

found it here. He said that when he met with Swami Prabhupa-

da it was like a door opened, he walked in and everything 

changed.  He also said that the Christian churches just tell 

you what to believe and what the rules are.  This isn’t to 

say that statement is true but if that is all he was given, or 

at least what he perceived, then it merits some reflection 

from the Church on how we pass on the truths of our faith.  
  

What we believe is important but human beings seek more than 

a list of beliefs. We, who were made in the image and likeness 

of God (who is spirit) and are therefore spiritual beings who 

desire not just knowledge of God but God himself. “My soul 

thirsts for you God, like a dry weary land without water.” (Ps 

63)  Psalm 42 asks the question: “When can I enter and see the 

face of God.” The word “face” in this context designates God’s 

personal presence. Jesus himself says “I am with you al-

ways.” (Mt 28:20) So we can be with God. It is possible even 

in this life.  
  

Humankind wants to know God personally. That’s what 

George wanted. And yet we often set forth beliefs without also 

opening the door of a personal experience of God. For George 

that experience came through daily meditation and chanting. I 

would also call that prayer. He was devoted to it. 

mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz

