THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-843-1332
On Hiatus
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
parish@sfab.com

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
March 12, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Greyson Gagne
Memorial
Sunday
March 13, 2022
7:45AM
Joe & Rose Sullivan
Memorial
10:15AM
Barbara & Martin Mulkerrin Memorial
6:00PM
Maria Dalomba,
Anniversary
Gertrude Joia and the Dalomba Family
Saturday
March 19, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Chris Ghiloni
1st Anniv.
Sunday
March 20, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Tenley Edwards
Memorial
6:00PM
Mark P. Wrobel and
Memorial
Mark S. Wrobel
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of Mach 12-18 have been donated in loving
memory of Joe & Rose Sullivan. The Sanctuary light
will also burn in loving memory of Joe & Rose.

BRAINTREE

St. Clare
Louis McGrath
J. Hilton Collupy
Karleen Boretti

St. Francis of Assisi
Gladys Needham
Grace K. Eno
Nicholas A. Galotti
George Dominico
Maggie Campbell
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
If you are a registered parishioner who
utilizes the parish envelope system or the
online giving option and would like a
copy of your total contributions for 2021
please call the collaborative office at 781843-1332. If you do not currently utilize
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but
would like to; or if you have any questions regarding your
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the
collaborative office.

As of Wednesday, March 10 our Grand Annual Collection
was $61,315 from 175 contributors. Thank you to all who
have contributed. If you did not receive an Appeal letter
or have misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at
781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one.

What are you doing for Lent?
We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the
family, or have some time just for yourself!
Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Monday in Lent at 6:45PM. Our next gathering is Monday,
March 14. If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve
prayed the Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick
refresher!
Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at
St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:008:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays
from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall. We will delve into
Dr. Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he unravels the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross.
Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

Fr. Valan’s grandmother, Josephine Saroja, went home to
our Lord last week. Condolences can be sent to Fr.
Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, 856 Washington Street,
Braintree, MA 02184.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Fasting is something we expect during the season of Lent.
We fast on Ash Wednesday and fast again on Good Friday.
On every Friday during Lent we abstain from eating meat.
Many of us give up something in addition, like candy or
cigarettes (or coffee God help us).
But did you ever stop to think that in a sense we have liturgical fating? Have you noticed that during Lent we never
use the word "Alleluia"? You won’t hear it in hymns or
songs. You won’t hear it in readings or antiphons. Before
the Gospel we sing “Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king
of endless glory” instead of the triple Alleluia.
We often take the Gloria for granted, sometimes saying it
just out of habit instead of as a prayer of praise. Guess
what? The Gloria disappears during Lent as well. You may
have noticed it missing and thought it either a mistake or
that it was something optional that the celebrant can add or
subtract at his own discretion, but that isn’t the case. Every
Sunday of the year, except during Advent and Lent, we are
obligated to sing this great hymn of praise which echoes
the choir of angels on that first Christmas night. The liturgical ministers no longer wear the green vestments of ordinary time but switch to a more penitential color, purple.
This is the Church’s way of marking the season of Lent as
a time of change and something to take notice of. We can
understand this because we do it ourselves. We use different decorations and colors to mark off our own holidays. At Christmas we decorate our homes with candles, a
Christmas creche, evergreens and the colors red and green.
We play music unique to the season. On the fourth of July
we proudly display flags, play patriotic music and decorate
in red, white and blue. Pumpkins and orange remind us that
Halloween is near.
Music in our liturgy, also changes to mark off the seasons. You may have noticed for example that beginning
last week with Ash Wednesday, the parts of the Mass we
sing have changed. We aren’t singing the more upbeat settings that we have become used to the rest of the year. We
are now singing a more austere chanted version. The Penitential Rite, Lord have mercy, etc. is being sung, but in the
Greek, Kyrie Eleison. In a sense we are fasting from our
usual music so that when it returns on Easter it will be even
more glorious.
Another change that we have made recently, is keeping
with the rubric regarding the Communion chant, or what
we more commonly refer to as the Communion song. The
rubric calls for the chant/song to begin when the priest finishes receiving from the chalice. Starting with the first Sun-

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2022
day of Lent the cantors are now singing the proper antiphon
for each Sunday at this time, just before announcing the
communion song.
All of these things are meant to increase our awareness of
the nature of the season, to bring us all into a deeper sense
of our need of God’s mercy and redemption and prepare us
for the wonderful and glorious season of Easter with its
promise of eternal life.
On another note, if you forgive the pun, the choir is now
preparing for Holy Week. If you would like to participate
in the choir and haven’t yet joined us, it isn’t too late. We
practice on Thursday nights. Contact me at the parish office
if you’d like more information.
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is next weekend,
March 19-20! Thank you to everyone who so faithfully
supports our pantry Some of the needed items for this
month are small Individual snack packs, small bottles of
water, mayonnaise, canned fruit, tea bags/coffee, Paper
products, personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes).
However, we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.
If you forgot or prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how you can help.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Healing Mass for Those Impacted by Divorce or Separation
Come to the waters...from the wellspring of the Lord's heart
we find healing, freedom, peace and joy. The Family Life
team of the Archdiocese of Boston invites all family members impacted by divorce or separation to a Healing Mass
celebrated by Fr. Matt Williams on Monday, March 28th at 7
PM at St. John the Baptist Parish, Quincy. Confession will
be offered, and prayers of healing following the Mass. For
more information, contact Emily_Elliott@rcab.org, or visit https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz to register.
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more
about religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting
on Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic is: “What Happens After I Enter the Convent?” If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr.
Marian Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617746-2025 for more information and the link to the meeting.
Once a year, Catholics throughout the Archdiocese are asked to support their parish and
the ministries of the archdiocese through the
Catholic Appeal. We hope that you will respond generously. You can make your gift
by scanning the QR code, mailing back your
pledge card or visiting www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/
donate-now to make an online donation. Your gift helps put
faith into action in countless and far-reaching ways. Thank
you!

