
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 
parish office. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are you doing for Lent? 
We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the 
family, or have some time just for yourself!   
 

Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Monday 
in Lent at 6:45PM.  Our next gathering is Monday, March 
28.  If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve prayed the 
Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick refresher! 
 

Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church. 
 

Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:00-
8:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays 
from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall.  We will delve into Dr. 
Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he unravels 
the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross. 
 

Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St.  
Francis of Assisi Church. 

“His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called 

your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, ‘let us 
celebrate with a feast because this son of mine was 

dead, and has come to life again.’” -  
Lk 15:21-22a, 23b-24a 

Saturday, March 26, 2022   

5:30PM Jose & Mina Blandon Memorial 

Sunday, March 27, 2022  

9:00AM Rex Rawley Memorial 

11:30AM Debra Canale Anniversary 

Monday, March 28, 2022 

7:00AM Jonathan Karales Anniversary 

Tuesday, March 29, 2022  

7:00AM John & Joseph Odenweller Memorial 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022  

7:00AM Sean Joseph O’Keefe Anniversary 

Thursday, March 31, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, April 1, 2022  

7:00AM Maria “Cathy Leitao Memorial 

Saturday, April 2, 2022  

5:30PM Arthur Dalton Anniversary 

Sunday, April 3, 2022  

9:00AM Jamie O’Hare Anniversary 

11:30AM Dorothy Frances Banks Anniversary 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

Imagine your teenage son or daughter came up to you, 
looked you straight in the eye and said “I wish you were 
dead!” As a parent I don’t think there is anything that would 
be more heartbreaking, like a sucker punch to the gut. 
  

And let’s remember how it is that one gets an inheritance. 
You get your inheritance when someone dies.  It could be 
said that this “prodigal” son, by asking for his inheritance 
prematurely, had, perhaps unwittingly told his father to “drop 
dead.” 
  

Most of us, I think, would react by cutting the ingrate out of 
the will all together or at least send him to bed without his 
supper. 
  

I’d like to put this whole thing into some kind of perspective. 
Today's Gospel jumps from verse 3 to verse 11. What does 
Luke have to say in verses 4 through 10?  
  

What we read in the parable of the prodigal son is actually 
the third of three parables. You might say it is the 
culmination of what Luke wants to tell us. The first is the 
parable of the lost sheep; the second is the parable of the 
lost coins. Both of these parables result in rejoicing. At the 
end of the first we are told that there is more rejoicing in 
Heaven over one sinner who repents than a hundred 
righteous who have no need to repent.  The second ends 
similarly. It states that there will be rejoicing by the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents. 
  

Now let’s take a look at who Jesus is talking to when he tells 
these three stories.  Verse one tells us that sinners and tax 
collectors had come to hear him. They came to hear the 
words of the prophet. Arguably they were open to God’s 
message. By contrast the scribes and Pharisees were there 
complaining that Jesus dared to associate with such 
people.  They after all were the righteous; they had followed 
the letter of law faithfully; they had no need to repent (or so 
they thought). 
 

And so we had the lost sheep, the lost coin, and now the lost 
son who caused heartbreak and suffering to his father. 
Notice that the father did not cut his son off. It was the son 
who cut himself off from his father. Still, the father 
responded with generosity to the son he was losing but still 
loved.   
 

The son lived extravagantly and not surprisingly all did not 
go well for this immature man-child. He wasted his 
inheritance on things that would not last and that did not 
satisfy until finally he was forced to hire himself out to tend 

the swine (forbidden by Hebrew Law). He had cut himself off 
from his family, his community and his God. Sometimes 
people have to hit some kind of bottom in their lives before 
coming to their senses.  This was his bottom. He hit it hard 
and he came to his senses. 
  

So he went home, hoping that he could at least be hired as a 
servant in his father’s household.  
  

The son who lived extravagantly was met by the father who 
loved extravagantly. The child who sinned extravagantly was 
greeted by the father who forgave extravagantly and there 
was extravagant rejoicing at his return, except for one 
person. 
  

The older son resented his brother’s return, particularly the 
over the top celebration his father had ordered. He refused 
to come in. He complained and grumbled against his brother 
and his father. Like the Pharisees he didn’t want to eat or 
associate with this “sinner.” Like the Pharisees he couldn’t 
understand the depth and breadth of a father’s love. The 
story doesn’t tell us if the older son finally entered the feast 
after his father explained it to him. In a way he had cut 
himself off as well, feeling unappreciated, more like a slave 
than a son. 
  

Who are we more like in this story? Are we more like the son 
who left and came back? Are we the father who loves and 
forgives? Do we identify more with the older son? Are we 
repentant sinners or are we the righteous, obeying the letter 
of the law without understanding its spirit and heart?  
  

Let’s reflect on this. Let’s move away from our grumbling, 
finger pointing and self-righteousness, remember we are all 
sinners, repent and enter into the prodigal love of our Father 
in Heaven.   

 

March 27: Fourth Sunday of Lent 
In today’s Gospel the prodigal son repents and 
finds mercy in the heart of his father. Know that 
your penance during Lent can give the poor the 
grace of finding the merciful heart of God the 

Father.  In the month of March, through your gifts, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to assist 
families, providing in food, and assistance with utility 
and rent bills, etc. Thank You! 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the week of March 27, 2022 
Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 

 [9a]/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a 

 and 13b/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/ 

 Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/

 Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/ 

 Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 

 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/ 

 Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/

 Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Theodore Kelly Coyne 

  

 St. Clare 
James Michael Wasil 

  

  

  

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Ann M. Picewick 

Robert Belanger 
 

Archdiocese of Boston 

Fr. Michael W. MacEwen 
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

If you are a registered parishioner who 
utilizes the parish envelope system or 
the online giving option and would like 
a copy of your total contributions for 
2021 please call the collaborative 

office at 781-843-1332. In accordance with federal 
regulations contribution statements have been mailed to any 
parishioner who has made a single contribution of $250 or 
more. If you do not currently utilize the parish envelope or 
EFT/online giving system, but would like to; or if you have 
any questions regarding your statement, please contact 
Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office. 
 
 
 
 
As of Wednesday, March 23 our Grand Annual Collection 
was $62,700 from 198 contributors.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed.  If you did not receive an Appeal letter or 
have misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at 
781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one. 
 

The Braintree Catholic Women’s Club 
has two $1,000 scholarships available to 
High School Seniors who are graduating 
this year (2022).  One will be awarded to 
a Braintree High School Graduate Senior 

and the other to a Braintree Senior graduating from a 
Catholic High School.  Notices have been sent to all 
participating schools.  Please contact your Guidance 
Department to request an application regarding these 
scholarships, or call Mrs. Margaret Hart, Scholarship 
Chairperson at 781-849-1755.  The deadline for these 
scholarships is April 22. 2022. 

MARCH 27, 2022 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

JESUS IS HERE 
Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic Congress 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022   
8:30AM –  6:00PM 

TSONGAS CENTER, LOWELL, MA 
 

Cardinal Seán O’Malley invites all the Catholic faithful in the 
Archdiocese of Boston and surrounding dioceses to join him 
in closing the Year of the Eucharist with a day-
long Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here. 
 

A core tenet of the Catholic faith is that the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ is made truly present in the Eucharist. But 
belief in the True Presence has waned in recent years, even 
among Catholics. And that’s a concern—because as 
Cardinal Seán teaches, “it is in the Eucharist where we find 
our true identity.” Jesus is Here is an opportunity for us to 
deepen our understanding of the mystery of Jesus’ presence 
with us—by listening to powerful talks on the Eucharist, by 
receiving Jesus in the Eucharist at Mass, and by adoring Him 
in a time of adoration and worship.  
 

7:30am Doors Open, Exhibitors Available 
8:30am Welcome, Music, & Celebration of Mass 
10:15am Break & Visit Exhibitors 
10:45am Session 1 –  
  Featuring Deacon. Harold Burke-Sivers 
  & Bishop Daniel Flores 
12:15pm Lunch Break & Visit Exhibitors 
1:30pm Session 2 –  
  Featuring Bishop Robert Barron 
2:30pm Break & Visit Exhibitors 
3:00pm Session 3 –  
  Featuring Jackie and Bobby Angel 
4:00pm Eucharistic Adoration & Procession  
  through Lowell 
6:00pm Eucharistic Congress Concludes 
 

*Confessions will be available at the following times: 

7:30-8:30am, 10:15am-1:30pm, 2:30-3:30pm. 
 

If you are interested in attending as member of our 
collaborative, please contact the collaborative 
office at 781-843-1332 or pkinnally@sfab.org. 
 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

 

March 27 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent 
The theme in today’s readings is the hard work of 
reconciliation – the restoring of relationships.  St Paul tells us 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ and 
that now, he entrusts to us the message/work of 
reconciliation. We are to be ambassadors, appealing to others 
to be reconciled to God.  Notice how the father in our gospel, 
appeals to his sons to be in right relationship with God and 
with one another.  Where is God inviting you to be an 
ambassador of unity, forgiveness and mercy?  Pray for the 
grace of openness and honesty to see where reconciliation – 
restoring of relationships is needed in your own life. 
 

Healing Mass for Those Impacted by Divorce or Separation 
Come to the waters...from the wellspring of the Lord's heart 
we find healing, freedom, peace and joy. The Family Life team 
of the Archdiocese of Boston invites all family members 
impacted by divorce or separation to a Healing Mass 
celebrated by Fr. Matt Williams on Monday, March 28th at 7 
PM at St. John the Baptist Parish, Quincy. Confession will be 
offered, and prayers of healing following the Mass. For more 
information, contact Emily_Elliott@rcab.org, or visit https://
conta.cc/3Bb2WRz to register. 
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.  The 
topic is: “What Happens After I Enter the Convent?”  
If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian 
Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 
for more information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats 
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston 
extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain 
of a past abortion to attend a Come to the Waters of 
Healing one-day retreat. Spring dates are April 23, May 14 
and June 4. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten 
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project 
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

 

Faith in Action, It All Starts with You 
Our heartfelt thanks go to all who have helped 
make our campaign a success so far. If you have 
not had the opportunity to support the Appeal 

yet, I invite you to make your gift today to help us reach our 
goal. Pick up an envelope at the back of the church or make 
an on-line donation at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org.  Your 
participation in our Appeal is appreciated by our parish and 
all those who are served by the ministries funded by the 
Appeal that put faith into action to support all of our parishes, 
schools, and communities. Thank you.  

mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz
https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 27, 2022 - 4th Sunday of Lent 
God’s love story reveals itself in our stories, experiences, 
and aspirations. We are all prodigal sons and daughters. 
There are many times in our lives when we would “sell our 
souls” in order to pursue our passions. We pursued what we 
wanted without regard for others or God. We have sowed 
our oats, thrown ourselves into careless pleasures, spent 
what we know we ought to have saved, turned our backs on 
those we love and abused gifts we have been given. We 
even hit bottom and realized the silliness and self-
destruction of it all. We needed to come home. We knew we 
erred and needed a gentle presence to show us God’s 
unconditional love. This wayward journey home changed us. 
 

As much as we need to be welcomed, we are also the one 
who needs to do the welcoming and mercy giving. Those we 
love need our guidance, but they don’t always take it. We 
know that what they are doing is off the mark, self-
destructive and wrong. We have to let them go and let it 
happen, even though they might get hurt. As we wait and 
hope, they choose to make their way back to us. They don’t 
need us to judge them. They have done enough of that to 
themselves. We immediately embrace them and are just 
happy they’re home. God uses us to help heal them. 
Knowing how much we craved understanding and 
forgiveness ourselves, we can now freely give it away. God 
uses what he has taught us to teach others. 
 

We are also the entitled ones. At least we “think” we are 

entitled. After all, we work hard for what we have. We cannot 

get our heads around the idea that someone can get 

something that I really deserve!   If I do what I’m supposed 

to do, I ought to be rewarded for that, right? If I do something 

wrong, I ought to pay the consequences. This is justice, isn’t 

it? This is not God’s justice. God is all about love, mercy, 

compassion, and forgiveness. God’s justice is love freely 

given without merit.  We carry the stories of the prodigal son, 

the unconditional forgiving father, and the entitled angry 

brother with us. When we make friends with all three, 

humbly telling those stories to others makes us Christ’s 

ambassadors.                                                                  ©LPi 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
Everything you have is a gift from God -- your body, your 
mind, your food, your clothes -- everything! Sometimes 
people become proud, and they think they have earned 
God's gifts. Sometimes people run away from God, and they 
waste God's gifts. Just remember, it is never too late to run 
back to God. Every good gift comes from God. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to be truly thankful for all the gifts you 
have given me. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus hugging you. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Name three good things God has given you. Say "thank you" 
to God for those gifts in a prayer. 


