
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 
parish office. 
 
Please see the enclosed February, 2022 Financial 
Report. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are you doing for Lent? 
We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the 
family, or have some time just for yourself!   
 

Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Monday 
in Lent at 6:45PM.  Our next gathering is Monday, March 
21.  If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve prayed the 
Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick refresher! 
 

Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church. 
 

Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:00-
8:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays 
from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall.  We will delve into Dr. 
Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he unravels 
the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross. 
 

Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St.  
\Francis of Assisi Church. 

 

 

Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because 
these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater 

sinners than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell 
you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” 

- Lk 13:2-3 

Saturday, March 19, 2022   

5:30PM Augustine Leccese Memorial 

Sunday, March 20, 2022  

9:00AM Paul Coyman Memorial 

11:30AM Henry Fitzgerald Anniversary 

Monday, March 21, 2022 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, March 22, 2022  

7:00AM   

Wednesday, March 23, 2022  

7:00AM Richard Walbridge Memorial 

Thursday, March 24, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, March 25, 2022  

7:00AM   

Saturday, March 26, 2022  

5:30PM Jose & Mina Blandon Memorial 

Sunday, March 27, 2022  

9:00AM Rex Rawley Memorial 

11:30AM Debra Canale Anniversary 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

I’m sad today as I write this.  There is a lot going on in the 
world to warrant sadness in all of us. 
  

Last night I was watching a two part documentary on the Life 
of former Beatle George Harrison called “Living in the 
Material World.”  I’ve always been a fan of the Beatle’s 
music both as a group and as solo artists. But I always liked 
George the best. He was the one who was always seeking 
God. He sought to give what he found to his bandmates. 
And he wasn’t afraid to speak of this and to write songs 
about his relationship with God and to move others to also 
seek God. Much of George’s music reflected his beliefs and 
his spirituality.  Some were subtle while others, like My 
Sweet Lord, were more obvious. His music influenced me, 
along with Handel’s Messiah, on my own search for God 
  

Many of us are familiar with the Beatles trip to India in 1968 
to study Transcendental Meditation with Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi and his meeting with Swami Prabhupada in 1969, after 
which he became a devout Hindu.  Still, he held Jesus in 
high regard. 
  

This is why I became sad. George Harrison was brought up 
Catholic. Why couldn’t he find God in the Church? After all, it is 
the Church Jesus (God) instituted.  God in his fullness and in all 
his glory and with all his infinite love, his holiness, which he 
shares with us, even his Divine Nature by grace is ours for the 
asking. George wanted to be one with God and he should have 
found it here. He said that when he met with Swami 
Prabhupada it was like a door opened, he walked in and 
everything changed.  He also said that the Christian 
churches just tell you what to believe and what the rules 
are.  This isn’t to say that statement is true but if that is all he 
was given, or at least what he perceived, then it merits some 
reflection from the Church on how we pass on the truths of 
our faith.  
  

What we believe is important but human beings seek more than 
a list of beliefs. We, who were made in the image and likeness of 
God (who is spirit) and are therefore spiritual beings who desire 
not just knowledge of God but God himself. “My soul thirsts for 
you God, like a dry weary land without water.” (Ps 63)  Psalm 42 
asks the question: “When can I enter and see the face of God.” 
The word “face” in this context designates God’s personal 
presence. Jesus himself says “I am with you always.” (Mt 28:20) 
So we can be with God. It is possible even in this life.  
 

Humankind wants to know God personally. That’s what George 
wanted. And yet we often set forth beliefs without also opening 
the door of a personal experience of God. For George that 

experience came through daily meditation and chanting. I would 
also call that prayer. He was devoted to it. 
  

That’s what true faith is – a devotion,  a loyalty and a 
commitment not just to a set beliefs but to the one to whom those 
beliefs point us toward. 
  

I am grieved to recognize that we may have lost a generation or 
more to eastern religions, agnosticism, cults, humanism, and 
atheism because we have not led people to an experience of 
God which brings the richness of our beliefs to their fullest beauty 
and potential. 
  

I might sound like a broken record but these are the ways to 
experience God. 
  

Prayer, not just the recitation of rote prayers, though those are 
important too, but about reflective, meditative prayer where we 
place ourselves in a state that is receptive to the Lord’s presence. 
  

The reading of Sacred Scripture is a second way to experience 
God, especially when we pray with the Scriptures in a reflective 
meditative way. These biblical books are God’s words to us. 
They speak to our hearts, not just our minds. 
  

The Sacraments of the Church are also ways that Christ himself 
has given us to know and be one with him, especially through the 
Holy Eucharist. 
  

We can also find God in the persons we meet every day. 
“Whatever you do to the least of these you do unto me.” (Mt 
25:40) Indeed when we go to Mass on Sunday the Church 
teaches us that Christ is present in three ways, Word, and 
Sacrament and in the assembled people there to offer worship. 
  

George Harrison may have left the Church but he didn’t leave his 
devotion to God. I believe that Christ, who is the only way to the 
Father and who was crucified for George and for each one of us, 
has found a way to bring George and others sincerely seeking 
the face of God to the fullness of life they seek. 

 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS 
weekend, March 19-20!  Thank you to 
everyone who so faithfully supports our 
pantry  Some of the needed items for this 

month are small Individual snack packs, small bottles of 
water, mayonnaise, canned fruit, tea bags/coffee, Paper 
products, personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes).  
However, we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.  If 
you forgot or prefer not to shop, envelopes are in holders on 
the back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for your 
cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the 
memo line), or gift card—and place them into the collection 
basket or through the rectory mail slot.  Pantry donations are 
also accepted in the Collaborative Office, Monday thru 
Friday 9AM-4PM. Thank you. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022 
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 

 8, 11 [8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/ 

 Lk 13:1-9  

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/ 

 Lk 4:24-30  

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25: 4-5ab, 6 and 

 7bc, 8-9/Mt 18:21-35  

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/

 Mt 5:17-19  

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/ 

 Lk 11:14-23  

Friday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 

 11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38  

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/

 Lk 18:9-14  

Next Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 

 [9a]/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Ave Mae Horsman 

  

 St. Clare 
McKenna Brittany Guthrie 
Mackenzie Rose Wellington 

  

  

  

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Thomas F. Sweeney, Jr. 
  

St. Clare 

Mark L. Jenkins 

Julie Hasson 
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or 
the online giving option and 
would like a copy of your 
total contributions for 2021 
please call the collaborative 
office at 781-843-1332. In 

accordance with federal regulations contribution statements 
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would 
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your 
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative 
office. 
 
 
 
As of Wednesday, March 16 our Grand Annual Collection 
was $61,700 from 198 contributors.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed.  If you did not receive an Appeal letter or 
have misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at 
781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARCH 20, 2022 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good morning, 
  

Due to the unprecedented needs brought about by the 
devastation of the attacks on Ukraine and the immigration of 
millions of victims fleeing the ravages of the war, I am 
authorizing a special collection to be taken up at all parishes 
on the weekend of March 19 and 20. The proceeds from the 
collection will be sent to Catholic Relief Services, the 
overseas relief and development agency of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops, and to the Vatican agency for outreach to the 
Churches in Eastern Europe. 
  

Through news coverage of the war, we have witnessed the 
immediate human crisis needs, including those caused by 
the horrendous bombing of a maternity hospital. There will 
also be longer term needs, for rebuilding churches and 
hospitals, and other recovery and reconstruction programs.  
  

The people of our Archdiocese have a long history of 
generosity in times of local, national, and international 
disasters and for assisting with relief of human suffering. 
Please join me in supporting the people of Ukraine through 
our prayers, our concern, and our contributions. 
  

God bless, 

Cardinal Seán 

 

This special collection will be taken up in our 
collaborative as you exit the church.  Checks should be 
made payable to the parish with “Ukraine relief in the 
memo line.  Please be as generous as your means allow. 
 
 

 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

 
March 20 ~ Third Sunday of Lent 
Today’s gospel presents a story of a gardener given another 
chance to make the fig tree productive.  Gardeners know the 
importance of clearing the ground and fertilizing the soil.  This 
Lent is our opportunity to clear away whatever impedes our 
spiritual growth.  To fertilize the soil of our hearts and souls in 
order that we may bear fruit as disciples.  Even if we have 
failed or faltered in the past, our God is full of mercy and 
patience, always willing to give a second chance.  Being 
reminded of this truth, is there someone you care about who 
may benefit from being reminded that God offers each of us a 
second, or third chance to come to Him?  Pray for the words 
to share this message. 
 

Healing Mass for Those Impacted by Divorce or Separation 
Come to the waters...from the wellspring of the Lord's heart 
we find healing, freedom, peace and joy. The Family Life team 
of the Archdiocese of Boston invites all family members 
impacted by divorce or separation to a Healing Mass 
celebrated by Fr. Matt Williams on Monday, March 28th at 7 
PM at St. John the Baptist Parish, Quincy. Confession will be 
offered, and prayers of healing following the Mass. For more 
information, contact Emily_Elliott@rcab.org, or visit https://
conta.cc/3Bb2WRz to register. 
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.  The 
topic is: “What Happens After I Enter the Convent?”  
If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian 
Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 
for more information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats 
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston 
extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain 
of a past abortion to attend a Come to the Waters of 
Healing one-day retreat. Spring dates are April 23, May 14 
and June 4. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten 
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project 
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

 

Once a year, Catholics throughout the 
Archdiocese are asked to support their parish 
and the ministries of the archdiocese through 
the Catholic Appeal. We hope that you will 
respond generously. You can make your gift by 

scanning the QR code, mailing back your pledge card or 
visiting www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now to make 
an online donation. Your gift helps put faith into action in 
countless and far-reaching ways. Thank you!  

mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz
https://conta.cc/3Bb2WRz
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 20, 2022 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 
Deserts can be lonely, isolated, and treacherous places. 
When a person wanders in a desert, they can easily get 
disoriented, dehydrated, confused, lost, and vulnerable. 
Temptation is at its peak, especially when confronted with 
something that may offer some respite or relief, even a 
mirage. Deserts can bring us to our weakest moment and 
tempt our faith. The Christian journey can be described as a 
desert experience as we vacillate back and forth, falling 
victim to the mirages of our lives versus the true, life-giving 
water offered by God. We need a burning bush experience 
in our lives that convinces us of the power of God and 
reveals Him as the “I am” of all existence. 
 

Moses was leading his flock across the desert when he 
found himself at Mount Horeb. Mountains give us a fuller 
perspective of life, a panoramic view of what would 
otherwise be hidden from the limitations of our sight. That’s 
when Moses met God. We have to find our way to a 
mountain experience where our vantage point can take on a 
wider view of life. Many things can do this for us: the birth of 
a child, the death of someone we love, the joy that comes 
from marveling at the beauty of God’s work, the pondering of 
life’s mysteries, and the ache of longing found deep within 
our souls. There are many things in life that can wake us up, 
give us a clearer, better view of things and become 
occasions where a bush may burn and God’s presence as 
the eternal uncreated One is revealed. 
 

God is very patient and gives us the time and space we 
need to figure things out and bear some good fruit. He 
doesn’t rush to cut us down or get frustrated with our 
barrenness. But we have to remember that the desert 
journeys of our lives come with some risks. The major risk is 
that we will mistakenly believe that the mirages are real. 
Thus, we fall victim to thinking that the respite and 
refreshment we seek is discovered in a place other than 
where it actually is. Our faith and the life of the Church are 
the safeguards we need to keep us properly orientated so 
that we don’t get lost or confused and stay on course.  ©LPi 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
I sin. You sin. Everybody sins. God knows that we cannot be 
perfect like God. But God wants you to love him and talk to 
him. God wants you to be sorry for your sins, learn from your 
mistakes, and grow closer to him every day. 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, help me to grow closer to you with every day you 
give me. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself walking next to Jesus in your 
school. 
 
Mission for the Week 
When you get into trouble, ask God to help you change so 
that you do not do it again. 


