ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, March 12, 2022
5:30PM

Patricia McDonald

Memorial

Sunday, March 13, 2022
9:00AM

Estella Lezynski

Memorial

11:30AM

Catherine Corbett

10th Anniv.

Monday, March14, 2022
7:00AM
Tuesday, March 15, 2022
7:00AM

What are you doing for Lent?

Wednesday, March 16, 2022
7:00AM

Kathleen Walbridge

Anniversary

Lenten Rosary—We will pray the Rosary EVERY Monday
in Lent at 6:45PM. Our next gathering is Monday, March
14. If it’s been a while (or never) since you’ve prayed the
Rosary, we’ll be available at 6:30 for a quick refresher!

Thursday, March 17, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, March 18, 2022

Confession—Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30PM at St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

7:00AM
Saturday, March 19, 2022
5:30PM

Augustine Leccese

We invite everyone to join us—bring a friend, bring the
family, or have some time just for yourself!

Memorial

Sunday, March 20, 2022
9:00AM

Paul Coyman

Memorial

11:30AM

Henry Fitzgerald

Anniversary

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
parish office.

Book Reading/Discussion—Wednesdays from 7:008:00PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church all; and Thursdays
from 1-2PM in St. Clare Church Hall. We will delve into Dr.
Scott Hahn’s book “The Fourth Cup” in which he unravels
the mystery of the Last Supper and the Cross.
Stations of the Cross—Friday evening at 7:00PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

While he was still speaking, a cloud came and cast a
shadow over them, and they became frightened when
they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.” Lk 9:34-35

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Fasting is something we expect during the season of Lent.
We fast on Ash Wednesday and fast again on Good Friday.
On every Friday during Lent we abstain from eating meat.
Many of us give up something in addition, like candy or
cigarettes (or coffee God help us).
But did you ever stop to think that in a sense we have
liturgical fating? Have you noticed that during Lent we never
use the word "Alleluia"? You won’t hear it in hymns or
songs. You won’t hear it in readings or antiphons. Before
the Gospel we sing “Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory” instead of the triple Alleluia.
We often take the Gloria for granted, sometimes saying it
just out of habit instead of as a prayer of praise. Guess
what? The Gloria disappears during Lent as well. You may
have noticed it missing and thought it either a mistake or that
it was something optional that the celebrant can add or
subtract at his own discretion, but that isn’t the case. Every
Sunday of the year, except during Advent and Lent, we are
obligated to sing this great hymn of praise which echoes the
choir of angels on that first Christmas night. The liturgical
ministers no longer wear the green vestments of ordinary
time but switch to a more penitential color, purple.
This is the Church’s way of marking the season of Lent as a
time of change and something to take notice of. We can
understand this because we do it ourselves. We use
different decorations and colors to mark off our own
holidays. At Christmas we decorate our homes with
candles, a Christmas creche, evergreens and the colors red
and green. We play music unique to the season. On the
fourth of July we proudly display flags, play patriotic music
and decorate in red, white and blue. Pumpkins and orange
remind us that Halloween is near.
Music in our liturgy, also changes to mark off the
seasons. You may have noticed for example that beginning
last week with Ash Wednesday, the parts of the Mass we
sing have changed. We aren’t singing the more upbeat
settings that we have become used to the rest of the
year. We are now singing a more austere chanted version.
The Penitential Rite, Lord have mercy, etc. is being sung,
but in the Greek, Kyrie Eleison. In a sense we are fasting
from our usual music so that when it returns on Easter it will
be even more glorious.
Another change that we have made recently, is keeping with
the rubric regarding the Communion chant, or what we more
commonly refer to as the Communion song. The rubric calls

for the chant/song to begin when the priest finishes receiving
from the chalice. Starting with the first Sunday of Lent the
cantors are now singing the proper antiphon for each
Sunday at this time, just before announcing the communion
song.
All of these things are meant to increase our awareness of
the nature of the season, to bring us all into a deeper sense
of our need of God’s mercy and redemption and prepare us
for the wonderful and glorious season of Easter with its
promise of eternal life.
On another note, if you forgive the pun, the choir is now
preparing for Holy Week. If you would like to participate in
the choir and haven’t yet joined us, it isn’t too late. We
practice on Thursday nights. Contact me at the parish office
if you’d like more information.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is next weekend, March 1920! Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our
pantry Some of the needed items for this month are small
Individual snack packs, small bottles of water, mayonnaise,
canned fruit, tea bags/coffee, Paper products, personal care
items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes). However, we are
grateful for anything you wish to donate. If you forgot or
prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul
paragraph to learn how you can help.
March 13:

Second Sunday of Lent

Lent is a call not just to “give up something”
but more important to “give something for the
poor.” Wherever you live in the parish, there
are poor families within walking distance of
your home. When in need, they ring the
rectory bell. They are, in effect, ringing your doorbell. Is
there a family you know who needs assistance? Please
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together
we can help the poor, the suffering, and the deprived.
Envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the
church. Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift card—
and place them into the collection basket or through the
rectory mail slot. Thank you.

MARCH 13, 2022





Readings for the week of March 13, 2022
Sunday:
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14/
Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36
Monday:
Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/
Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday:
Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23/Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday:
Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:
Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17,
18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday:
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27
and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Next Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11
[8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9

St. Francis of Assisi
Deirdre Evelyn Timulty



St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

If you are a registered
parishioner who utilizes the
parish envelope system or
the online giving option and
would like a copy of your
total contributions for 2021
please call the collaborative
office at 781-843-1332. In
accordance with federal regulations contribution statements
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative
office.

As of Wednesday, March 9 our Grand Annual Collection was
$61,450 from 197 contributors. Thank you to all who have
contributed. If you did not receive an Appeal letter or have
misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at 781-843
-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one.

St. Francis of Assisi
John Donahue
Ricardo Hernandez
Jeanette Vacca
St. Clare
Robert Heffron
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Fr. Valan’s grandmother, Josephine Saroja, went home to
our Lord last week. Condolences can be sent to Fr.
Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, 856 Washington Street,
Braintree, MA 02184.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston

Monthly Gathering
Memorial Mass for Babies
Who Have Lost Their Lives to Abortion
March 19, 2022
St. Rita’s Catholic Church
158 Mammoth Rd, Lowell, MA
12:00 PM - 2:30 PM
On March 19th, as this month’s service event, we are
humbly honored to celebrate a Memorial Mass for babies
who have lost their lives to abortion. We urge all to attend
this Mass to pray for these babies and to support their
mothers, fathers, and families. We also hope to provide a
place of healing for all those who have been affected by
abortion.
In collaboration with Pregnancy Care Center of Lowell, and
Rachel’s Vineyard, we hope to honor these babies. These
ministries serve others after experiencing an abortion, before
conception, during pregnancy and during their child’s
infancy. We recognize the sensitivity of this Mass but highly
encourage you to join us in memorializing these precious
souls.
We will also be collecting donations the day of the Mass for
the Pregnancy Care Center of Lowell potential donations
include; baby bottles, pacifiers, diapers, baby towels,
onesies and baby clothes (size 6-24 months), maternity
leggings (all sizes). We thank you in advance for your
support of these ministries.
Our ministry is geared towards young adults, 18-35 years of
age, but this event is open to all ages.
PARKING: Free Parking
Please email us at Info@JESUSaCROSStheBorder.org or
visit our Facebook Page for more information.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter announces an inperson experience in New England. This nonresidential weekend takes place at St. Gabriel The
Archangel Church 151 Mendon St., Upton, MA from
Friday, March 18- Sunday, March 20, 2022 . Couples
can drive to the experience from their homes or stay at one of several
hotels in the area. Worldwide Marriage Encounter is designed to
deepen and enrich the joys a couple shares together whether they’ve
been married only a short time or many years. This in-person
experience will be conducted in accordance with CDC safety
protocols including social distancing. To apply contact Joe &
Ginny Vatalle at 800-710-9963 or visit wwmema.org.

March 13 ~ Second Sunday of Lent
In our gospel account of the Transfiguration, God speaks, not
just to the Apostles, that were present, but also to each of us:
“This is my chosen Son, listen to Him.” Taking time for prayer
each day this Lent gives us the opportunity to listen to Jesus,
to reflect on what we hear and then, act on what we
hear. The apostles didn’t fully understand all that took place
in that moment but by remaining faithful to Jesus, their lives
were changed. As you feast on the word of God this week,
listening attentively to Jesus, what is springing up in your
heart? Is there some new growth, or awareness you are being
invited to claim?
Healing Mass for Those Impacted by Divorce or Separation
Come to the waters...from the wellspring of the Lord's heart
we find healing, freedom, peace and joy. The Family Life team
of the Archdiocese of Boston invites all family members
impacted by divorce or separation to a Healing Mass
celebrated by Fr. Matt Williams on Monday, March 28th at 7
PM at St. John the Baptist Parish, Quincy. Confession will be
offered, and prayers of healing following the Mass. For more
information, contact Emily_Elliott@rcab.org, or visit https://
conta.cc/3Bb2WRz to register.
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom. The
topic is: “What Happens After I Enter the Convent?”
If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian
Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025
for more information and the link to the meeting.
Eucharistic Congress (6/18/22)
We are excited to announce that registration is now open for
the 2022 Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here - a day-long
event featuring Mass with the Cardinal, dynamic speakers
including Bishop Robert Barron, Bishop Daniel Flores, Bobby
and Jackie Angel, and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,
Adoration,
and
a
Eucharistic
procession.
Visit jesusishereboston.org for more information and to
register!
Once a year, Catholics throughout the
Archdiocese are asked to support their parish
and the ministries of the archdiocese through
the Catholic Appeal. We hope that you will
respond generously. You can make your gift
by scanning the QR code, mailing back your pledge card or
visiting www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now to make
an online donation. Your gift helps put faith into action in
countless and far-reaching ways. Thank you!

March 13, 2022 - 2nd Sunday of Lent
There is so much wisdom in the first commandment. The
daily demands of life, current political ideologies and
dynamics, social expectations, corporate philosophies, and
even technology can easily become lesser gods. We can
find ourselves beholden to and held captive by these secular
constructs and systems. Even for those who profess a faith
in the one true God, these lesser, attractive but false gods
are a temptation. Being overly preoccupied and even
obsessed with the state of our present lives, we lose sight of
our real destiny and purpose.
Jesus showed his disciples a glimpse of this destiny when
he was transfigured before their eyes. In fact, Peter was so
caught up in the brilliance, awe, and sacredness of these
fleeting moments that he wanted to extend them as long as
possible. Wonderful things happen when we leave our
illusions and discover something that is true. This is why
creating some sacred space in our lives for reflection,
prayer, renewal, refreshment, centering ourselves, and
disconnecting from the noise is so important. It shows us
how false and shallow our lives can be and what is really of
importance. Do you create some kind of sacred space in
your life? Lent is a perfect time to do so.
St. Irenaeus, one of the early fathers and martyrs of the
Catholic Church, said that, “he who was the Son of God
became the Son of Man that man … might become the son
of God.” We mistakenly believe that life is all about us. It’s
not. Ours is a journey of transformation in which we become
more and more one with the mind of Christ and Christ
himself. St. Augustine saw this same transformation
occurring when the Eucharist is received. In receiving the
Eucharist, we become what we eat, the Body of Christ.
Honestly acknowledging false gods that we cling to can
open the door for God to show us the wholeness and
holiness to which we are called. Take time to discover the
sacred. When we do, we will want to stay there for a while.
Then, when we return to our personal affairs, we will see
more clearly.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
One night when Jesus prayed, Jesus showed Peter, James
and John what he would look like in heaven. Jesus' face
changed and his clothes glowed brightly. Jesus even talked
to Moses and Elijah, who had gone to heaven many years
earlier. Jesus was different. He was from God!
Prayer
Dear Jesus, I can hardly wait to see what you really look like
in heaven.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus with bright, glowing clothes.
Mission for the Week
Find something that glows in the dark. As you see it in a dark
room, imagine how brightly Jesus must have glowed.

