
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 68%. 

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 

like a dove. - Lk 3:21-22a 
 

Readings for the week of January 09, 2022 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

 or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4,  

 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14;  

 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/

 Mk 1:14-20  

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/

 Mk 1:21-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 

 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39  

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/

 Mk 1:40-45  

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/

 Mk 2:1-12  

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3,  

  4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17  

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/ 

 1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  

 

 

Saturday, January 8, 2022   

5:30PM Robert Kerr  
and Paul Kerr 

Anniversary 
Memorial 

Sunday, January 9, 2022  

9:00AM Rosemary Witherspoon 1st Anniv. 

11:30AM Leslie DeThomaso 13th Anniv. 

Monday, January 10, 2022 

7:00AM Tonya Bruce Spec. Intention 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022  

7:00AM Tanya Christine Dominico Anniversary 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022  

7:00AM William F. Callahan, Jr. 2nd Anniv. 

Thursday, January 13, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, January 14, 2022  

7:00AM John Lane Month’s Mind 

Saturday, January 15, 2022  

5:30PM Catherine F. Hannigan 
Francis J. Hannigan, Jr. 

10th Anniv. 
Memorial 

Sunday, January 16, 2022  

9:00AM Terrence Palmer Memorial 

11:30AM Maureen & Nicholas Nashawaty Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  2,570.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  2,259.00 

EFT Weekly  $  2,045.00 

Total Offertory  $  6,874.00 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
As you may have noticed from listening to the Universal 
Prayer (formerly called the Prayers of the Faithful) we have 
had a plethora of funerals these past few weeks.  Each 
funeral has come with its own requests for music.  We often 
get requests from what I call the “favorite hits list”; Amazing 
Grace; On Eagles Wings; How Great Thou Art and Ave 
Maria to name a few. 
  

One of the questions we often get is “How many songs can I 
pick?”  Frankly, this isn’t the best way to approach picking 
music for a funeral or any Mass for that matter. 
  

There are three kinds of music: 
1. Secular (This includes songs that have no content 

related to faith – we cannot use these at Mass) 
2. Religious (This might include Christian Rock, and many 

other styles that speak of praise and devotion – 
wonderful to listen to but usually not suitable for Catholic 
Liturgy) 

3. Liturgical (This is music that relates specifically to 
Catholic Liturgy and Worship) 

  

As you may have already guessed, it’s the third category of 
music that is appropriate for any liturgy. To help families 
make suitable choices the parish has prepared a document 
that contains selections of readings as well as music for this 
purpose and there are bereavement ministers to help guide 
through the process as well. 
  

Each part of the Liturgy has its own characteristics as does 
the music that accompanies these actions.  For example, the 
Entrance Song has three purposes. 
  

1. To foster unity among the gathered faithful 
2. Raise our thoughts into the mystery of the particular 

celebration or season 
3. Accompany the procession. 
  

Therefore, the entrance song should be sung by the 
congregation in order to foster unity among those 
gathered.  A solo piece like Ave Maria or an instrumental 
piece is not an option here. The song should, at a funeral, 
raise our thoughts and hearts toward the Paschal Mystery, 
that is, the life, death and resurrection of Christ. So, while 
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” is liturgical music and it 
has the characteristics of an entrance song it isn’t a good 
choice for a funeral because it fails to raise our minds to the 
Paschal Mystery. 

Since the Entrance Song accompanies a procession, it 
needs to be something that drives that particular action.  A 
quiet meditative song such as “All I Ask of You” would not 
meet this need whereas, “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 
does. 
  

It is true that each part of the liturgy, the Psalm, Offertory, 
Communion and Recessional each has its own qualities that 
need to be addressed when choosing music.  Families 
should not hesitate in contacting me personally to help guide 
you in the process. 
  

We invite families to participate in planning the funeral liturgy 
as much as they are comfortable with but at no time should 
anyone feel compelled to do so.  The pastoral staff has a 
great deal of experience in these matters and we are happy 
to make the selections for you.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptismal Bib 
Question: 
At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put a bib on the baby. I 
do not remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is it 
something new?  
 

Answer: 
When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony 
when the newly baptized is vested in a white garment. It is 
symbolic of the changes that baptism brings in the life of the 
baptized as they are freed from the bonds of sin and brought 
into the saving grace of Christ. Realities that are so profound 
are symbolically presented so that we might better grasp 
and understand them.  
  

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the 
baptismal garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind 
of baptismal garment. At the place in the ceremony where 
the investiture takes place, the bib is used. Some are 
poncho-like and fit over the baby's head. Others are simply 
placed on the baby's chest. If the baby is dressed in a white 
garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says it all: “See 
in your white garment the outward sign of your Christian 
dignity ... bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life 
of heaven.” In baptism, we are given our purpose and goal in 
life as believers and this is symbolized by the white garment. 

©LPi 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Mary Ferrazzi 

Thomas Norton 

Theresa Van Tassell 

Paula M. Kelley 

Margaret Strand 

 
St. Clare 

Mary Morrissey 

  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Confirmation program for students in Grade 10 will 
begin on Sunday, January 23, 2022.  This will be a 
mandatory meeting beginning in St. Clare Church Hall.  
Meeting will begin at 5:00PM concluding with the 6:00PM 
Mass. 
 

Confirmation preparation will be a hybrid model.  There will 
be monthly in-person meetings and self-guided on-line 
instruction.  Full details will be presented at the meeting on 
January 23rd. 
 

Confirmation will be celebrated sometime in June, 2022.   

 
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY 
resumes next weekend!  Thank you to 
everyone who so faithfully supports our 
pantry with donations of non-perishable 
food, personal items, cleaning 

supplies, and paper products.  In recent months we have 
had an increased request for paper products (toilet paper, 
paper towels and Kleenex), cleaning supplies and toiletries.  
These are items that can not be purchased with Food 
Stamps. A special thanks to our anonymous donor(s) who 
ship(s) directly to the parish office!  If you forgot or prefer not 
to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to 
learn how you can help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 9: The Baptism of the Lord 
After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and a voice was heard “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” As we give to 
the poor, we also can hear these same words. 
As you place your gift in a Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
blue envelope, know in your heart the truth of the words 
“you are my beloved with whom I am well pleased.” 
Envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the 
church.  Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift card—
and place them into the collection basket or through the 
rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 

JANUARY 9, 2022 



 

 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
                      

 

January 9 ~ The Baptism of the Lord 
Our gospel recounts the story of Jesus’ baptism and the 
important words spoken by God about Jesus, “You are my 
beloved Son.”  Isaiah uses similar words “ Here is my 
servant, my chosen one with whom I am pleased. . .”  During 
the coming week, take some time to pray and reread these 
scriptures.  Hear God say these words to you, “I formed you 
and set you as a light” “You are my beloved. . . with you I am 
well pleased.”  As you acknowledge God’s love and delight in 
you, ask God for the courage to witness to his love in your 
actions and words this week. 
 

The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of 
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in 
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The 
retreat is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over 
the course of twenty-four weeks.  This year the exercises 
began on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude 
May 4, 2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 
12:00 noon. Hybrid setting with most sessions via Zoom. In 
person meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians 
Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA.  Mary Ann 
McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the Spiritual 
Exercises.  For further information please call 617-686-
2287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com. 
 

Jesus is Here: Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic 
Congress (6/18/22) 
We are excited to announce that registration is now open for 
the 2022 Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here - a day-long 
event featuring Mass with the Cardinal, dynamic speakers 
including Bishop Robert Barron, Bishop Daniel Flores, Bobby 
and Jackie Angel, and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, 
Adora t ion ,  and  a  Euchar is t i c  p rocess ion . 
Visit jesusishereboston.org for more information and to 
register! 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some 

are on weekends and are seven sessions on weekdays from 
7:00pm to 9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual 
personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.  Bring the Holy Spirit into your marriage. Sign 
up today to attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experiences. 

 

 

WHAT:  January 21: 5th Birthday Celebration -  
              Worship Event! 
DATE:  Friday, January 21, 2022 
TIME:  Praise & Worship/Adoration (7:30 PM),  
 Young Adult Mass (9:00 PM),  
 Birthday Party Social (10:00 PM) 
WHERE:   St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, 37 Lee Street, 
 Lowell, MA 
PARKING:  Street Parking & John Street Parking Garage 
COLLABORATING: Young Catholics of Greater Boston 
(North Shore) 

 Come celebrate with us!!!   
JESUS aCROSS the Border is blessed to be celebrating our 
5th birthday and honored to be collaborating with the Young 
Catholics of Greater Boston (North Shore) for their first ever 
OFFICIAL event!  Nothing would mean more than for you to 
join and celebrate with us!  Please join us for this beautiful 
evening of praise & worship led by Brandon Fitts of Delmore 
Worship and LIFT Ministries, Holy Mass celebrated by the 
dynamic Fr. Richard Clancy, and our Surprise Birthday 
Social! Confessions will be available before Mass, during 
adoration.  We hope you are able to join us for this 
special evening on January 21 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joseph 
the Worker Shrine in Lowell, MA.  For more event details, 
please visit our Facebook event page located in the link 
below. We look forward to seeing you there! 
  

JESUS aCROSS the Border events are geared towards 
young adults, 18-35 years of age, but are open to anyone 
who would like to find out more about our mission. This is 
always a fantastic opportunity for the over 20 local, Catholic 
young adult groups to network with one another and for YOU 
to get to know the many groups out there that are ready to 
support you in your faith journey!  FACEBOOK EVENT 
LINK:  www.facebook.com/events/243305624583090  
 PARKING: Validated garage parking available - 75 John 
Street & Limited street parking.  Please email us at 
Info@JESUSaCROSStheBorder.org or visit our Facebook 
Page for more information. 
 

Early Bird Special Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer 
Gathering  - Saturday, 7:00-8:30 AM  - Prayer; Coffee and 
refreshments;  Presentation and discussion.  Next meeting: 
Jan. 15th Helping People Say yes to Life.  Have you ever 
wondered how to compassionately reach someone 
considering abortion? Please come to watch videos about 
sidewalk counselors and other people who work with our 
sisters and brothers in Christ who are considering aborting a 
baby. And please share about your own experiences. All 
women are welcome. St. Mary of the Hills Lower Church 29 
St. Mary’s Road (off Brook Road), Milton 617-696-3170 for 
more information. 

tel:617-686-2287
tel:617-686-2287
mailto:maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com
http://www.jesusishereboston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/events/243305624583090


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 9, 2022 - The Baptism of the Lord 

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new 
creatures, clothed in Christ.”  — Pope Francis 

 

What reference point do you use when making decisions? 
Many times, impulse takes control and decisions are made 
based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these 
types of decisions can often get us into trouble. When a 
person has a confident sense of who they are and a real 
understanding of what is important and of value, the 
likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism 
gives us what we need to make well informed and 
purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us 
as His own and provides us with the identity and purpose we 
need to properly live life.  
 

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this 
revelation and realize that we no longer have to wonder 
about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. 
The answer of who we are in God has been given to us. We 
no longer have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk 
aimlessly about. Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, 
the meaning of death, the protection of those most 
vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering 
hospitality to those in search of a home, the purpose and 
proper place of work, how to create a just social order, 
caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds 
and stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism 
brings. When we make decisions based on things such as 
these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, 
revealing to others the new creations that we are. This is 
how we live our baptism. 
 

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely 
what baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in 
need of mercy and far from perfection we are called to order 
our life and make decisions based upon the wisdom and 
guidance of Almighty God. He alone is the one who can 
claim us as His sons and daughters. Standing up for our 
principles will not make us popular. But who ever said 
Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand 
up for that which goes against the grain of secularism. 
Standing in line with other sinners, we have our anchor to 
steady us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. 
Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear.  ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Your Dad says, "Wash your hands, please. It is almost time 
to eat." After you wash your hands really well, your Dad 
smiles. He says, "That's my boy. You did a good job!" In 
today's Gospel, it was time for Jesus to be baptized. After his 
baptism, Jesus talked to God his Father in prayer. Jesus did 
everything his Father asked. God was happy with his Son 
and said, "I'm pleased with you." 
 
Prayer 
God, I want to make you and my parents happy. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of God telling you, "Good job!" 
 
Mission for the Week 
Find out what makes God happy. As a family, read John 
15:9-12. 


