ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, January 29, 2022
5:30PM

Lauren Dyer

Memorial

Sunday, January 30, 2022
9:00AM

Giuseppe & Clementine Gallo

Memorial

11:30AM

Nancy Jordan

Anniversary

Monday, January 31, 2022
7:00AM
Tuesday, February 1, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, February 2, 2022
7:00AM

Rosalina Esguerra

1st Anniv.

Thursday, February 3, 2022
7:00AM
Friday, February 4, 2022
7:00AM
Saturday, February 5, 2022
5:30PM

Paul McGrath

1st Anniv.

Sunday, February 6, 2022
9:00AM

Robert Hester

Anniversary

11:30AM

Elizabeth Grace Goslin

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 83%.

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.
Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,882.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,237.00

EFT Weekly

$ 1,100.00

Total Offertory

$ 7,219.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is
fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke highly of him
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from
his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of
Joseph?” - Lk 4:21-22
Readings for the week of January 30, 2022
Sunday:
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
15-17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or
13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30
Monday:
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3,
4-5, 6-7/Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday:
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/
Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/
Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Thursday:
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab,
11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13
Friday:
Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/
Mk 6:14-29
Saturday:
1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14/Mk 6:30-34
Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8
[1c]/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/
Lk 5:1-11

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Despite what popular culture may want us to believe, we can
be sure of this: Love is NOT a Subaru! Nor is love, in the
words of the Roberta Flack song, “Soft as an easy chair.”
Love is not defined by some saccharin laced Hallmark card
or as John Lennon put it “Silly little love songs.” It is not an
act of carnal pleasure. It is not a warm and fuzzy feeling.
Our modern ethos trivializes love.
Like the existence of God, the existence of love cannot be
proven by science. Wrapping our heads around it or more
importantly our hearts, is elusive. It is one of those things
that as it is said, “I can’t tell you what it is but I know it when I
see it.” Well, you can know it - if you know what you’re
looking for.
Saint Paul in the thirteenth chapter of his first letter to the
Corinthians tells us exactly what we should be looking for so
that we will indeed know it when we see it. He tells us what it
is and what it is not. In addition, we’re told that we should
actively seek and then possess this greatest of spiritual gifts.
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not
pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own
interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it
does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails. (1 Cor 13:4-8)

But it’s in the first letter of St. John that we find the flawless
definition of Love. It is a simple statement but one that
produces a lifetime of reflection. God is love. Three words
define it perfectly and one person demonstrated it perfectly.

It's Godly love!
Love is not a feeling. Love is a choice.
Any married couple can tell you that they don’t always “feel”
love for their spouse. Sometimes we can’t even stand them.
But we choose to continue to love even when we don’t feel
it. Even when that relationship brings with it hardships,
annoyances, disagreements and disappointments, loss of
trust, and feelings that no one could describe as love. We
choose to love the other because it is a commitment that we
made, it is a promise to be kept and a covenant not to be
broken. We choose to love because it is what Jesus did and
it’s the right thing to do. Choosing to love, even when we
don’t feel it, renders our relationships stronger even when
they are weak. None of us are perfect either and we bring
our own brand of chaos into our relationships and guess
what? Our spouses choose to love us anyway.
In my career as both a pastoral musician and as a deacon
I’ve been to many hundreds of Catholic weddings. In all
weddings we hear something like this: “I will love you and
honor you all the days of my life.” There are no
conditions. We might hear this: “As long as we both shall
live” or “Until death do us part.” Nothing ambiguous about it,
marriage is meant to be permanent.
Today however, with more weddings being held at venues
other than Church people are writing their own vows and
making their own promises. Frankly, in my opinion, they
tend to be filled with cultural euphemisms and leave out any
commitment to permanence. They literally change “as long
as we both shall live” to “as long as we both shall love.” It
turns something sacred into a feeling which may be
deceptive but which is always fleeting. They might as well
say “as long as we feel like it.”

Jesus, the perfect definition and demonstration of love, told
us this, “Greater love than this no man has that he should lay
down his life for his friends.” (Jn 15:13)

Love is not a feeling. I am confident that the only thing Christ
felt on the cross was pain. But even in this agony he chose
to love and to put others first, the good thief, his
executioners, his mother, his followers, and the multitude
who died before him and that would be born in centuries to
come, people he would never meet in the flesh. It was all
done for the love of them and us. Love is not based on what
we get out of relationships but rather on what we bring to
them. Jesus brought everything with him and he gave
everything to his last breath.

What about laying your life down for your enemies? What
about loving the ones who brutally scourged you until the
flesh was ripped from your back, who pressed thorns into
your skull, who stripped you naked and mocked you on the
top of a hill and drove spikes through your wrists to fasten
you to a cross? “Forgive them Father, they don’t know what
they are doing.” (Lk 23:34) What kind of love is that?

This is the kind of love that we need to bring to our
relationships, starting in our own families, but also in our
work relationships, in our schools, even our politics. This
Godly love needs to possess every part of our being, every
cell, every thought and action. It needs to spread faster than
Omicron until the hearts of all are on fire with Godly love.
There is no hope for the world without it.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.” (Jn
3:16-17)
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The Confirmation program for students in Grade 10 will
began last Sunday, January 23, 2022. If your son or
daughter was unable to attend this meeting please have
them contact the Collaborative Office to get the information
they missed.
The next in-person class/Mass is scheduled for Sunday,
February 27 at 5:00PM at St. Clare.

First Penance/First Communion classes continue this week.
If you have not yet enrolled your child, please contact Karen
at klane@sfab.org. Classes will be held on Sundays 11:1512:15; Tuesdays 4:00-4:00PM and Thursdays 4;00—
5:00PM.
If you are a registered
parishioner who utilizes the
parish envelope system or
the online giving option and
would like a copy of your
total contributions for 2021
please call the collaborative
office at 781-843-1332. In
accordance with federal regulations contribution statements
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative
office.




St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Theresa Votruba
Teresa Tybus
William Shaughnessy
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Stephen Boyle
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi
Mason Michael O’Sullivan
As of Tuesday, January 25 our Grand Annual Collection was
$52,608 from 174 contributors. Thank you to all who have
contributed. If you did not receive an Appeal letter or have
misplaced your copy, please call the parish office at 781-843
-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a new one.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
January 30 ~ Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In speaking to the prophet Jeremiah, God reminds him
“before you were born, I dedicated you, a prophet to the
nations, I appointed you.” Whether a prophet or a disciple,
the message is the same – God’s love never fails and we are
to mirror that love in our lives. St. Paul describes what that
love look like in our lives. It is patient, kind, not jealous, not
rude, does not hold grudges, is hopeful and truthful. To be
loving as St. Paul describes is a tall order, and yet there is no
doubt that this is our task as Disciples of Christ.
Jesus is Here: Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic
Congress (6/18/22)
We are excited to announce that registration is now open for
the 2022 Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here - a day-long
event featuring Mass with the Cardinal, dynamic speakers
including Bishop Robert Barron, Bishop Daniel Flores, Bobby
and Jackie Angel, and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,
A d o ra t io n , a n d a E u ch a r ist i c p ro ce ssio n .
Visit jesusishereboston.org for more information and to
register!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage
experiences. Some are on weekends and are
seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual personality
styles, improve listening and communication skills,
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them
at https://wwmema.org/. Love is patient, love is kind.
Increase your love for one another on an upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience.

January 30: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary time
In the Gospel today, Jesus shows us that we are called to
place gospel values before any other values and to be
willing to put our lives on the line for them. Taking care of
God’s poor is indeed living gospel values. Is God is calling
you to join the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

January 30, 2022 - 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran Roman
Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic of the violent
activities of government armed forces, right-wing groups, and
leftist guerrillas involved in El Salvador’s civil conflict
(Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the voiceless, he
was an outspoken champion of the poor who were the ones
most affected by the civil unrest and violence. His advocacy
provoked several attempts on his life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar
Romero was convinced that before all else his faith in the
resurrected Christ and the values of the Gospel trumped any
earthly concern or worry. He walked with complete
confidence and trust. On March 24, 1980, St. Oscar Romero
was assassinated while celebrating Mass. Such is often the
fate of those who challenge the socio-political agendas of the
day.
We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar Romero
as something extraordinary. In one sense it is. Through the
power of God, an ordinary human being did extraordinary
things. But, in and of himself, St. Oscar Romero was simply a
humble, loving servant of God. Oscar knew not only the
power of love but the risk that comes when loving
unconditionally. The beauty of God’s message was able to
shine in and through him because he was able to step out of
the way and be a vessel. One can assume that for St. Oscar
Romero, one’s earthly life has no merit when faith, integrity,
conviction, zeal and love are jettisoned. Fear and
apprehension had no grip on this man who not only saw but
spoke the truth.
Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to speak of
God as love. But have we ever considered the ramifications
of this radical message? There are assaults on human life
occurring daily. More and more the value and worth of a
human being is being reduced and minimalized. We are
becoming widgets in the production of life. In our whole
simple humble ways, we too are called to be prophets.
Knowing who you are and what is within your means to do,
how can you make God’s love real, stand up for what is right,
and give witness to the sacredness of all that is around you?
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus did not expect everybody to like him. Jesus chose to
follow God's plan, no matter what other people said. Even
though some people wanted to hurt Jesus, he always spoke
the truth. He always did what was right, no matter what.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to keep on doing what you want, no
matter what other people say.
Something to Draw
Draw Jesus walking away from people who didn't like him.
Mission for the Week
Has anyone ever hurt your feelings because you love God?
Pray for that person, and keep doing what is right.

