ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, January 22, 2022
5:30PM

Ronald & Frances O’Brien

Memorial

Sunday, January 23, 2022
9:00AM

Guido Buglio

Anniversary

11:30AM

Mary Dentino
Sam Dentino

1st Anniv.
Memorial

Monday, January 24, 2022
7:00AM

Patricia “Pat” Egan

2nd Anniv.

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
7:00AM

Susan Reilly

Memorial

Wednesday, January 26, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Thursday, January 27, 2022
7:00AM

Patricia Woods

Anniversary

Friday, January 28, 2022
7:00AM
Saturday, January 29, 2022
5:30PM

Lauren Dyer

Memorial

Sunday, January 30, 2022
9:00AM

Giuseppe & Clementine Gallo

Memorial

11:30AM

Nancy Jordan

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 84%.

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.
Offertory Envelopes

$ 3,147.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 945.00

EFT Weekly

$ 1,575.00

Total Offertory

$ 5,667.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free.
- Lk 4:18
Readings for the week of January 23, 2022
Sunday:
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10,
15/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/
Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Monday:
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/
Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday:
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/
Ps 117: 1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 89:4-5,
27-28, 29-30/Mk 4:1-20
Thursday:
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5,
11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25
Friday:
2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4,
5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34
Saturday:
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13,
14-15, 16-17/Mk 4:35-41
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
15-17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or
13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
I often use the story we hear in today’s gospel when I preach
at Baptisms. I’ll typically combine it with the story from
Matthew where we find people bringing their little children to
Jesus, so that He could touch them. We might wonder why
anyone would bring their children to be touched by an
itinerant preacher. I can only surmise that at some point they
might have heard of Jesus from someone else, or listened to
Him preach at some point, or they may have witnessed a
miracle of some kind. Each one had their own reason and
because of that they had come to believe that to be touched
by Christ was to be touched by God – not an easy leap of
faith for Jewish people in the first century.
Two thousand years later parents continue to bring their
children to be touched by Christ, to be touched by God and
that is why they bring them to the church for Baptism.
But what does the Isaiah prophesy have to do with it?

building and touch God’s children with the love, compassion,
healing, and knowledge of Christ. And when we do this,
then we can also declare with Christ, “Today this scripture
passage is fulfilled.”






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

The passage reads, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me.”
We receive that same Spirit at Baptism.
It continues, “because He has anointed me.” We are
anointed twice at Baptism. Once as a sign that we have
received the strength of Christ and next we are anointed as
members of His body, as prophet, priest, and king with
Christ.
And finally, it says that “He has sent me.” And we are sent
as well. We can’t think for even a minute that we aren’t
sent. It’s the whole purpose of receiving the Spirit and being
anointed. It is what our word “Mass” means, literally "to go
out". It has the same meaning and root as our word
mission. We see it as the conclusion of something. “The
Mass is ended. Go in peace.” We respond, “Thanks be to
God.” But we say this not because we are happy that
something is over but because we have been filled with
grace and blessings and so can fulfill our mandate to bring
Christ to the world around us when we go back to our
homes, schools and workplaces.
And so, like Christ, are anointed to do something that is, to
bring glad tidings to the poor, to announce liberty to captives;
give sight to the blind; to heal the broken hearted; feed the
hungry; clothe the naked; and speak up for the oppressed
and those who have no voice. The list goes on. Having
heard God’s word and having been fed with the Body and
Blood of Christ we are charged to go forth from this church

St. Francis of Assisi
Carolyn E. Vaughan
Domenico Federico
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Paul Phinn
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi
Elizabeth Greeke
Quinn Catherine Kincaid
Beckham Richard Lyons

JANUARY 23, 2022
From the
Archdiocese of Boston

The Confirmation program for students in Grade 10 will
begin THIS Sunday, January 23, 2022. This will be a
mandatory meeting beginning in St. Clare Church Hall.
Meeting will begin at 5:00PM concluding with the 6:00PM
Mass. Please note this meeting is for students only.
Confirmation preparation will be a hybrid model. There will
be monthly in-person meetings and self-guided on-line
instruction. Full details will be presented at the meeting on
January 23rd.
Confirmation will be celebrated sometime in June, 2022.

First Communion classes also begin THIS week. An email
from Karen Lane, Program Coordinator, with dates and
times was sent to families with students in Grade 2. If you
did not receive this email please contact Karen at
klane@sfab.org. Classes will be held on Sundays 11:1512:15; Tuesdays 4:00-4:00PM and Thursdays 4;00—
5:00PM.

Thank you to all for your response to our request for
Pantry items.
January 23: Third Sunday in Ordinary time
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus reads the words of scripture:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” In the month of
January, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul was able to assist families, providing food, and
payment of utility and rent, bills, etc. Thank You!

January 23 ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Re-read today’s Gospel. Put yourself in the scene: you are
in the synagogue, perhaps your family is beside you. Jesus,
the carpenter’s son, gets up to read - He is serving as “the
lector.” The carpenter’s son reads a passage from the
prophet Isaiah about the promise of the Messiah. Upon
finishing, he looks at the people gathered and says: “Today
this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” Who are
the blind, or the oppressed or the poor in your life that need
to hear the “Good News” of Jesus Christ? Today, you are
that lector!
Jesus is Here: Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic
Congress (6/18/22)
We are excited to announce that registration is now open for
the 2022 Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here - a day-long
event featuring Mass with the Cardinal, dynamic speakers
including Bishop Robert Barron, Bishop Daniel Flores, Bobby
and Jackie Angel, and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,
A d o ra t io n , a n d a E u ch a r ist i c p ro ce ssio n .
Visit jesusishereboston.org for more information and to
register!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage
experiences. Some are on weekends and are
seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual personality
styles, improve listening and communication skills,
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them
at https://wwmema.org/. Are you letting Jesus proclaim the
good news to you in your marriage? Sign up today to attend
one of the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences.

Plant Your Works in the Word

One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest
word and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall
message. When you take a quiet moment to rest with the
Word, you find how quickly the most mundane sentence can
reach out and grab you, pulling you into a deeper
contemplation of some truth you hadn’t even considered until
then.

January 23, 2022 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Human history reveals many periods where people lost a
sense of God’s transcendence. It may even be argued that
human beings have been wandering and lost more than they
have been at home and focused. Human nature being what
it is, we struggle with who God really is — the God of our
salvation history or the “gods” of human constructs. Relying
on our own designs and pursuits, we forget that we really
are meant to listen to One upon whom the Spirit of the Lord
rests, Jesus Christ, and not to ourselves. That same history
that reveals our fickleness and infidelity also reveals God’s
constancy and faithfulness. God always finds us.
As people wander and fumble to find their way, God is there
bringing them back to holiness and giving them the
assurance of His presence. We have to allow God’s Word,
God’s life, to touch us and change us. It can make us more
flexible and attentive to the sacred in all facets of life so that
every day is one that is holy. Every day is a time when
fulfillment is possible for one’s soul. Jesus stood before
those gathered in the synagogue as the fulfillment of words
of promise that were echoed long ago. God doesn’t forget.
He always comes for us.
Now it is time to remember to go to God. Sometimes our
lives are so confused and tangled that it is difficult to see the
Word and hand of God. But when we realize, deep within,
the depth of friendship God offers to us it really has the
power to turn sadness to joy. The promise is fulfilled. Going
frequently to God’s Word, allowing ourselves to be enriched
and rejuvenated, and pondering the certainly of God’s fidelity
and promise permanently transforms us. We will be more
aware of the sacred and the holy and less invested in things
that pull us away. ©LPi

But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book of
Nehemiah, standing before the Water Gate “listening
attentively.” Whether it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the
Word or at home poring over the Bible, time after time we find
ourselves less mindful than we could be. Our ears accept the
sounds of the words and our eyes glance over the shape of
the letters.
But are we mindful — truly?
The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There are
always tasks to be completed, problems weighing on our
minds that we can’t quite give over to God. We lose
ourselves in these things instead of in Scripture. We “clock in”
with Bible reading instead of “diving in.”
We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit and
life. They are the soil that quickens the seed of all
stewardship. There is no mindfulness, no prayer, no
graciousness, no gratitude or accountability or sense of
commitment unless there is the Word.
So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action will
be grounded in the law of God — giving it true spirit and life.
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
The prophet Isaiah wrote about Jesus a long time before he
was even born. When Jesus read Isaiah's words, they
described Jesus perfectly. Jesus did come to free people
from sin, to help those in pain, and even to help blind people
see.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to help us.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Isaiah, the prophet, writing about Jesus.
Mission for the Week
Look up Isaiah chapter 61 and read it with your family. Then
read Luke 4:14-21. Jesus kept all of those promises!

