
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%. 

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also 
invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” -  

Jn 2:1-3 
 

Readings for the week of January 16, 2022 
Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/ 

 1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 

 and 23/Mk 2:18-22  

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/

 Mk 2:23-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 

 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 

 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12  

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/

 Mk 3:13-19  

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 

 5-7/Mk 3:20-21 

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 

 15 /1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/ 

 Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  

 

 

Saturday, January 15, 2022   

5:30PM Catherine F. Hannigan 
Francis J. Hannigan, Jr. 

10th Anniv. 
Memorial 

Sunday, January 16, 2022  

9:00AM Terrence Palmer Memorial 

11:30AM Maureen & Nicholas Nashawaty Memorial 

Monday, January 17, 2022 

7:00AM Mary F. Diaute Anniversary 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022  

7:00AM Michael Corcoran Anniversary 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022  

7:00AM Robert Clifford 1st Anniv. 

Thursday, January 20, 2022  

7:00AM Mary-Jo Murphy Anniversary 

Friday, January 21, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Saturday, January 22, 2022  

5:30PM Ronald & Frances O’Brien Memorial 

Sunday, January 23, 2022  

9:00AM Guido Buglio Anniversary 

11:30AM Mary Dentino 
Sam Dentino 

1st Anniv. 
Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  3,540.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,001.00 

EFT Weekly  $  3,173.33 

Total Offertory  $  7,714.33 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

Do Whatever He Tells You. 
  

We have one of those home water coolers.  It holds a 5-
gallon jug of water.  When it's empty I take it to a store that 
has a spring water dispenser outside, I put my quarters in 
and get the jug filled.  Do you know how much that jug of 
water weighs? It weighs 42.7 pounds.  I don’t know how 
many of you think that’s heavy but I sure do.  In fact, I loathe 
carrying it back to the car and into the house.  I almost 
always need help to lift it, turn it upside down and place it in 
the cooler without spilling it all over the place.    
  

What does this have to do with today’s Gospel? 
  

We’ve heard the story of the Wedding Feast at Cana 
hundreds of times.  So many times, in fact we don’t even 
think twice.  Often, the words just flow over us and we miss 
some of the more interesting details.  
  

Mary told the servants at the wedding “Do whatever he tells 
you.”  That’s great advice even today.  
  

Jesus noticed that there were 6 water jugs and he told them 
to fill those with water.  Now this is the part I bet we never 
think about. To have a jug or container large enough to hold 
30 gallons of water, each of those jugs had to weigh at least 
60 pounds.  I think that in itself is pretty heavy and I’m sure 
awkward to move around.  And we don’t think about what it 
would have entailed to fill those jugs.  They didn’t have 
faucets with running water.  They had to drag those 60+ 
pound jugs to where the water was and it wasn’t in the next 
room.  Then, they had to bring those jugs now filled with 
water back to Jesus.  
  

I’ll do the math for you.  A gallon of water is 8.54 pounds 
times 30 per clay container is 256 pounds, plus 60 for the 
weight of the clay jug for a grand total of 316 pounds per 
jar.  In all they had to move 1,896 pounds of water from the 
village well to the place of the wedding.  I bet they were 
muttering to themselves “Why did we listen to this guy?” But 
they did what they were asked and when they were done, 
they laid down their burden in front of the Lord.  
  

Usually, we hear this passage and don’t think twice about 
what it involved. We don’t think of what it meant for the 
servants.  We rarely think of the burdens that those who 
serve us bear. Jesus didn’t ask those men to do something 
easy.  He asked them to do what was hard. And when they 
did, Jesus provided wine for the wedding, He just didn’t 
provide wine – he provided great wine.  He didn’t just give 
them enough, he gave them an abundance of wine, more 

than enough.  Again, I’ll do the math for you – he gave them 
180 gallons of wine. That would be about 36 of the 5-gallon 
jugs I use for my cooler.  
  

Today, Mary instructs us in the same way: “Do whatever he 
tells you.” But be prepared, he may tell us to do something 
hard. 
  

This are some of the things Jesus asks us to do: 
  

“Be not afraid” (sounds easy unless you’re in the midst of a 
pandemic); “Come follow me”; “Love one another”; “Love 
your enemies (What!);” “Do good to those who hurt 
you” (That’s crazy talk); “Turn the other cheek”; 
“Forgive”(seriously?); “Eat this bread”; “Drink this cup”; “Do 
this in memory of me”; “Take up your cross”; “Go and make 
disciples of all nations”; “Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
  

I maintain that none of this is easy. But if Jesus is asking us 
to do things that are hard let’s remember that when the 
Father asked him to do something hard – he did it. “Not my 
will but your will be done.” 
  

When we do all that he tells us, Jesus takes what is ordinary 
and creates something extraordinary. Water becomes wine, 
broken bodies are healed, bread becomes his body and 
wine his blood. Sinners become saints and eternal life 
crushes the grip of death. 
  

If only we had ears to hear and eyes that see, we might 
finally understand what marvels we could witness if only we 
listen and obey our Blessed Mother when she says; “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

June T. McNaught 
Kathleen R. Coletta 

Cesar Ilagan 
Virginia M. Roberts 

Margaret Werra 
Joan Callahan 

 

St. Clare 

Matthew Grealish 
Linda Varroso 

 

 Archdiocese of Boston 

Fr. A. James Bertelli 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Monday, 
January 17th in observance of  Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Confirmation program for students in Grade 10 will 
begin NEXT Sunday, January 23, 2022.  This will be a 
mandatory meeting beginning in St. Clare Church Hall.  
Meeting will begin at 5:00PM concluding with the 6:00PM 
Mass. 
 

Confirmation preparation will be a hybrid model.  There will 
be monthly in-person meetings and self-guided on-line 
instruction.  Full details will be presented at the meeting on 
January 23rd. 
 

Confirmation will be celebrated sometime in June, 2022.   

 
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY 
resumes THIS weekend!  Thank you to 
everyone who so faithfully supports our 
pantry with donations of non-perishable 
food, personal items, cleaning 

supplies, and paper products.  In recent months we have 
had an increased request for paper products (toilet paper, 
paper towels and Kleenex), cleaning supplies and toiletries.  
These are items that can not be purchased with Food 
Stamps. If you forgot or prefer not to shop, please read the 
St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how you can help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 16: Second Sunday in Ordinary time 
In the Gospel today, at the wedding feast in Cana, Jesus 
reveals himself to his disciples and they began to believe in 
him. Everyday, God also gives us signs of his love and so 
we also can respond in faith and trust. 
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul becomes a 
sign of God’s love to those who are suffering, and you 
give them reason to believe and to trust. 
 

Envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the 
church.  Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift card—
and place them into the collection basket or through the 
rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 
 

JANUARY 16, 2022 



 

 

 From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
                      

 

January 16 ~ Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
“Do whatever he tells you.”  These are the words of Mary at 
the end of today’s gospel!  Mary is saying these words to us 
– to each and every one.  What is Jesus telling you to 
do?  The psalm gives us one way – ‘proclaim God’s 
marvelous deeds.”  St. Paul also reminds us that each one of 
us has special gifts, gifts that are different in each 
person.  As you take time this week in prayer, humbly 
acknowledge the gifts that are uniquely yours from 
God.  Then, like Mary, do whatever Jesus tells you, putting 
your gifts at the service of others. 
 

Jesus is Here: Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic 
Congress (6/18/22) 
We are excited to announce that registration is now open for 
the 2022 Eucharistic Congress, Jesus is Here - a day-long 
event featuring Mass with the Cardinal, dynamic speakers 
including Bishop Robert Barron, Bishop Daniel Flores, Bobby 
and Jackie Angel, and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, 
Adora t ion ,  and  a  Euchar is t i c  p rocess ion . 
Visit jesusishereboston.org for more information and to 
register! 

 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 
experiences. Some are on weekends and are 

seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual personality 
styles, improve listening and communication skills, 
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to 
keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is limited and 
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to 
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  Allow God to strengthen, renew, 
rekindle and even transform your marriage sacrament. Take 
time for your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience. 
 
 

 

 

WHAT:  January 21: 5th Birthday Celebration -  
              Worship Event! 
DATE:  Friday, January 21, 2022 
TIME:  Praise & Worship/Adoration (7:30 PM),  
 Young Adult Mass (9:00 PM),  
 Birthday Party Social (10:00 PM) 
WHERE:   St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, 37 Lee Street, 
 Lowell, MA 
PARKING:  Street Parking & John Street Parking Garage 
COLLABORATING: Young Catholics of Greater Boston 
(North Shore) 

 Come celebrate with us!!!   
JESUS aCROSS the Border is blessed to be celebrating our 
5th birthday and honored to be collaborating with the Young 
Catholics of Greater Boston (North Shore) for their first ever 
OFFICIAL event!  Nothing would mean more than for you to 
join and celebrate with us!  Please join us for this beautiful 
evening of praise & worship led by Brandon Fitts of Delmore 
Worship and LIFT Ministries, Holy Mass celebrated by the 
dynamic Fr. Richard Clancy, and our Surprise Birthday 
Social! Confessions will be available before Mass, during 
adoration.  We hope you are able to join us for this 
special evening on January 21 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joseph 
the Worker Shrine in Lowell, MA.  For more event details, 
please visit our Facebook event page located in the link 
below. We look forward to seeing you there! 
  

JESUS aCROSS the Border events are geared towards 
young adults, 18-35 years of age, but are open to anyone 
who would like to find out more about our mission. This is 
always a fantastic opportunity for the over 20 local, Catholic 
young adult groups to network with one another and for YOU 
to get to know the many groups out there that are ready to 
support you in your faith journey!  FACEBOOK EVENT 
LINK:  www.facebook.com/events/243305624583090  
 PARKING: Validated garage parking available - 75 John 
Street & Limited street parking.  Please email us at 
Info@JESUSaCROSStheBorder.org or visit our Facebook 
Page for more information. 

 

 

http://www.jesusishereboston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/events/243305624583090


 

 

 

January 16, 2022 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
God delights in you. How do you feel when you hear that? 
Delight usually comes with an exuberant flow of joy that 
seemingly arises from one’s toes with the expression of 
great glee. Reflecting upon the deep measure of joy God 
has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. Delight is 
infectious. A very young brother and sister were playing on 
the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck made its 
daily rounds. The boy shook with excitement and delight as 
he took his sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice cream man 
is here, isn’t it great!” As they ran off toward the truck, one 
could hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I can’t wait!” The experience 
of a child’s delight in something so simple as ice cream, lifts 
our spirits from our burdens and transports us to the lighter, 
more innocent side of life. 

 

Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God 
actually wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast at 
Cana shows us that God even puts His blessing on our 
happiness. It is okay to celebrate the wonder of ourselves 
and others. Life is good. It is always interesting to note that 
Jesus saves the good wine until last. You would think it 
would be the other way around. The superb quality of Jesus’ 
wine points to the superior quality of life we find in Christ. It 
is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder and delight! In 
Christ, we are lifted from the superficial and mundane to a 
life of purpose, hope, and love. 

 

God is with us through the long haul, through the challenges 

and sorrows as well as the successes and 

accomplishments. In spite of the fact that we often wander 

from the path, God’s celebratory delight in us remains. As 

spouses are asked to remain faithful to each other through 

whatever life brings, God remains faithful too. This promise 

remains through this life and into the next. All we have to do 

is take the advice of Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, 

“Listen to him.” This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in 

to the illusion that we can make better wine than Jesus.   

©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Mary had great faith in God. She also knew that God could 
do anything. So when the wedding servers ran out of wine, 
she knew Jesus could help. She said, "Do whatever Jesus 
tells you to do." That's the smartest thing any of us can do. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to do everything you say. I know you can 
do anything. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of the wedding servants listening carefully to 
Jesus. 
 

Mission for the Week 
What does Jesus tell you to do in his word, the Bible? Find 
out by reading the Bible for 15 minutes a day with your 
family. You could start by reading Luke. 


