THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-843-1332
On Hiatus
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
December 4, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
Lorraine Samarelli
1st Anniv.
Sunday
December 5, 2021
7:45AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
10:15AM
Domenic DeSantis and
Memorial
Fermina DiFonso
6:00PM
Jarrod Petrelli
Anniversary
Tuesday, December 7, 2021
4:00PM
Wednesday, December 8, 2021
9:00AM
5:30PM
Deceased Members of the Collaborative
Saturday
December 11, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
Tino & Catherine Novello Memorial
Sunday
December 5, 2021
7:45AM
10:15AM
Clare Cavanaugh and
Memorial
Deceased Members of
the Hamrock Family
6:00PM
Russell DuPuis
1st Anniv.
WE ARE THE STEWARDS …
Offertory
$ 3,701.00
Online giving
$ 354.00
Total
$ 4,055.00
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of December 4—10 have been donated in loving
memory of the Horan and Joyce Families.
The
Sanctuary light will also burn in their loving memory.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
As always, we thank you for your ongoing generosity. The
offertory is our primary means of meeting our Parish
weekly operational expenses.

St. Francis of Assisi
Mildred “Peggy” Kelley, Pablo Martinez,
Jeremiah “Jerry” Foley, Robert Mackenrodt, Sr.
Arlene Coppens, Carol McGrath Kowalik
Louis DeFeo, Richard Mitchell, Isabel M. Murray
and Bridget Nee
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

BRAINTREE

Wednesday, December 8 is The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.
The Mass schedule for the collaborative of St. Francis /
St. Clare of Assisi is:
St. Clare
Tuesday, December 7
Wednesday, December 8

Vigil 4:00PM
9AM and 5:30PM

St. Francis of Assisi
Tuesday, December 7
Wednesday, December 8

Vigil 5:30PM
7:00AM and 12:10PM

St. Clare
Francis Fasoli
St. Francis of Assisi
Ciara Breslin
Emily Kelly
Gabriela Schafft

The following is from a letter emailed to families this past
Monday: “We are bringing Religious Education back to
the collaborative parishes this year with a particular focus
on the Sacramental Years, Grade 2 and Grade 10. Once
those programs are up and running we will address the
needs of families with children in all other grades.”
Meetings regarding First Penance and First Communion
classes will be held THIS Sunday (12/5) after the 9:00
Mass at St. Francis and after the 10:15 Mass at St. Clare;
and Thursday, December 9 at St. Clare.
Information regarding Confirmation classes will be sent
out in the very near future.
Please see the website www.braintreecatholic.org for the
full letter.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
The first two readings today speak of rejoicing. Everyone
wants to rejoice! Who wouldn’t? But the rejoicing we find
today comes to the Israelites only after a lengthy period of
exile in Babylon. It was a period of misery and hardship
for them as they were ripped from their homes and enslaved in another country where they were looked down
upon and couldn’t even speak the language.
Imagine this. You haven’t been feeling well so you go to
the doctor. He orders some tests and calls you into his office. He’s sitting there with a big grin on his face. “I have
GREAT news for you! You have an inoperable brain tumor
and you’ve got three weeks to live. Let’s go out and celebrate!” What planet is this guy from?
As unlikely as it is, that this scene would actually play itself out, this is the kind of thing that Peter is doing when he
says “There is cause for rejoicing here, although you may
for a little while have to suffer through various trials” (1
Peter 1:6) to a group of early Christians. These were people
who were being persecuted for following the Lord. They
were being ostracized by there communities, their friends;
perhaps they were losing their livelihoods or homes. Maybe they were getting spit upon. Perhaps things were being
thrown at them. They knew that some of them would probably lose their very lives. Rejoice?

Your trials and mine will come and go. The world will
come through the hard times we are now faced with,
because the victory has already been won for us. We
are resurrection people so “rejoice you heavens and
you that dwell therein.” (Rev. 12:12)
Advent Rosary Evenings… continue THIS
Monday, December 6 at 6:45PM in St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Throughout Advent we will
meet weekly (December 6, 13, and 20). We
hope you’ll consider making this time a new
holiday tradition—for yourself or with family and friends.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
September 11, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-

843-1332.

You know, I can’t picture Jesus rejoicing in the garden of
Gethsemane. I can’t see Paul rejoicing as he was being led
to the chopping block. I can’t imagine Peter rejoicing as
the nails pierced his hands and feet. Where does rejoicing
fit in?
A woman in labor suffers great agony as she struggles to
bring new life into the world. (See Jn 16:21) I’ve witnessed
it twice - 100% NATURAL. She was NOT whistling a
happy tune. It wasn’t until our children were born that our
rejoicing began. Peter tells us that we may for a while have
to undergo many trials. It might be that the rejoicing Peter
speaks of is a kind of anticipation that “this too will
pass”. It’s the solace in knowing that nothing can separate
us from the love of God poured out in Jesus; (Rom 8:3839) that all things work out for the good to those who love
Him (Rom 8:28). It’s the consolation of knowing that we
are not in this alone. We have each other for encouragement, prayer, an embrace or a shoulder to cry on.
One of the readings for the funeral liturgy is from St. Paul
and it tells us not to grieve like those who have no
hope. (1Thessalonians 4:13) It doesn’t say not to grieve but
it does tell us that our grieving should be different. It
should be measured by our hope and trust in Jesus.

Dear Lord,
Through the darkness, I look for your wisdom.
I want my heart to be open to you.
But sometimes in these days, it seems that
so many things come between us.
Help me to be awake and aware
of the radiance you bring to my life.
Help me to be grateful each day
for the blessings of family and friends.
Let me be a peacemaker
in my own life, and in the world.
Let me pray especially for this difficult world
and those who are so in need of an end to violence.
My heart begs for this as my Advent prayer today.
onlineministries.creighton.edu

