ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, December 4, 2021
5:30PM

Joseph Stanton

Memorial

Sunday, December 5, 2021
9:00AM

Mary Broughton

Memorial

11:30AM

Karen Goguen

Anniversary

Monday, December 6, 2021
7:00AM

Charles Beaulieu

Anniversary

Tuesday, December 7, 2021
7:00AM

John V. Clifford & Robert Clifford

Memorial

5:30PM

Antoinetta Certo

Anniversary

Wednesday, December 8, 2021
7:00AM

Daniel J. Mahoney

12:10PM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Memorial

Wednesday, December 8 is The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.
The Mass schedule for the collaborative of St. Francis /
St. Clare of Assisi is:
St. Francis of Assisi
Tuesday, December 7
Wednesday, December 8
St. Clare
Tuesday, December 7
Wednesday, December 8

Vigil 5:30PM
7:00AM and 12:10PM
Vigil 4:00PM
9AM and 5:30PM

Thursday, December 9, 2021
7:00AM

Jay Glickin

Anniversary

Friday, December 10, 2021
7:00AM

Herbert Walbridge

Memorial

Saturday, December 11, 2021
5:30PM

Frank Cropley & Steven Lemieux Anniversary

Sunday, December 12, 2021
9:00AM

E. Patricia “Pat” McGrath

Anniversary

11:30AM

Richard & Margaret Keane

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 85%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,361.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,249.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,544.66

Total Offertory

$ 8,154.66

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

“Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
Lk 3:5-6
Readings for the week of December 5, 2021
Sunday:
Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6
Monday:
Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [cf. Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac,
11-12, 13 [cf. Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
[1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11,
12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
[cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,
15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
The first two readings today speak of rejoicing. Everyone
wants to rejoice! Who wouldn’t? But the rejoicing we find
today comes to the Israelites only after a lengthy period of
exile in Babylon. It was a period of misery and hardship for
them as they were ripped from their homes and enslaved in
another country where they were looked down upon and
couldn’t even speak the language.

One of the readings for the funeral liturgy is from St. Paul
and it tells us not to grieve like those who have no
hope. (1Thessalonians 4:13) It doesn’t say not to grieve but
it does tell us that our grieving should be different. It should
be measured by our hope and trust in Jesus.
Your trials and mine will come and go. The world will come
through the hard times we are now faced with, because the
victory has already been won for us. We are resurrection
people so “rejoice you heavens and you that dwell
therein.” (Rev. 12:12)

Imagine this. You haven’t been feeling well so you go to the
doctor. He orders some tests and calls you into his
office. He’s sitting there with a big grin on his face. “I have
GREAT news for you! You have an inoperable brain tumor
and you’ve got three weeks to live. Let’s go out and
celebrate!” What planet is this guy from?
As unlikely as it is, that this scene would actually play itself
out, this is the kind of thing that Peter is doing when he says
“There is cause for rejoicing here, although you may for a
little while have to suffer through various trials” (1 Peter 1:6)
to a group of early Christians. These were people who were
being persecuted for following the Lord. They were being
ostracized by there communities, their friends; perhaps they
were losing their livelihoods or homes. Maybe they were
getting spit upon. Perhaps things were being thrown at
them. They knew that some of them would probably lose
their very lives. Rejoice?
You know, I can’t picture Jesus rejoicing in the garden of
Gethsemane. I can’t see Paul rejoicing as he was being led
to the chopping block. I can’t imagine Peter rejoicing as the
nails pierced his hands and feet. Where does rejoicing fit in?
A woman in labor suffers great agony as she struggles to
bring new life into the world. (See Jn 16:21) I’ve witnessed it
twice - 100% NATURAL. She was NOT whistling a happy
tune. It wasn’t until our children were born that our rejoicing
began. Peter tells us that we may for a while have to
undergo many trials. It might be that the rejoicing Peter
speaks of is a kind of anticipation that “this too will pass”. It’s
the solace in knowing that nothing can separate us from the
love of God poured out in Jesus; (Rom 8:38-39) that all
things work out for the good to those who love Him (Rom
8:28). It’s the consolation of knowing that we are not in this
alone. We have each other for encouragement, prayer, an
embrace or a shoulder to cry on.

December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent:
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the
way of the Lord,” and this is what Advent is all about. We are
called to help prepare the way of the Lord by making the real
meaning of Christmas come alive in our own hearts, in our
family and to reach out to those in need.
Is there a family you know who needs assistance?
Please call the Collaborative Office so that together we
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas.
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Penelope Josephine McCabe

St. Francis of Assisi
Ciara Breslin
Emily Kelly
Gabriela Schafft
St. Clare
Francis Fasoli

St. Francis of Assisi
Mildred “Peggy” Kelley
Pablo Martinez
Jeremiah “Jerry” Foley
Robert Mackenrodt, Sr.
Arlene Coppens
Carol McGrath Kowalik
Louis DeFeo
Richard Mitchell
Isabel M. Murray
Bridget Nee
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

The following is from a letter emailed to families this past
Monday: “We are bringing Religious Education back to the
collaborative parishes this year with a particular focus on the
Sacramental Years, Grade 2 and Grade 10. Once those
programs are up and running we will address the needs of
families with children in all other grades.”
Meetings regarding First Penance and First Communion
classes will be held THIS Sunday (12/5) after the 9:00 Mass
at St. Francis and after the 10:15 Mass at St. Clare; and
Thursday, December 9 at St. Clare.
Information regarding Confirmation classes will be sent out
in the very near future.
Please see the website www.braintreecatholic.org for the full
letter.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
September 11, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781843-1332.

Advent Rosary Evenings… continues
THIS Monday, December 6 at 6:45PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church. Throughout
Advent we will meet weekly (December 6,
13, and 20). We hope you’ll consider
making this time a new holiday tradition—for
yourself or with family and friends.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

Gifts should be returned no later than December 12th for
distribution.
 Please check to see if the organization sponsoring the
card has requested that you wrap the gift(s). If the tag
says do not wrap, you can still help everyone involved
in sorting and organizing by placing your purchase in a
gift bag so that our volunteers can easily check the
contents.
 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree
to the outside of the bag or package. The tags are
coded by color and number and we need them back so
that your gift reaches the correct organization and
recipient.
If you choose not to shop, [do not take a tag] gift cards
(Target, WalMart, Amazon, Game Stop, Movie Passes, Fast
Food Restaurants, etc.) and monetary donations are always
a good option. These can be used for any last minute
requests for assistance that we receive (even after
Christmas Day). Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

Dear Lord,
Through the darkness, I look for your wisdom.
I want my heart to be open to you.
But sometimes in these days, it seems that
so many things come between us.
Help me to be awake and aware
of the radiance you bring to my life.
Help me to be grateful each day
for the blessings of family and friends.
Let me be a peacemaker
in my own life, and in the world.
Let me pray especially for this difficult world
and those who are so in need of an end to violence.
My heart begs for this as my Advent prayer today.
onlineministries.creighton.edu

December 5 ~ Second Sunday of Advent
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” This is what the Church calls
us to focus on in these opening weeks of Advent. How might
we prepare for the coming of Christ now and at the hour of our
death? St. Paul offers some ideas for what we need to
do. He prays that our love will increase in knowledge and
perception, that we will discern what is of value, and that we
will live pure and blameless lives. St. Paul encourages us
with the reminder that God has already begun this good work
in us and will continue to complete it until the day of Christ
Jesus. In this coming week, ask for the grace to keep the
focus on Christ. Remember, that even in the midst of all that
seeks to distract, God is with you.
The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The retreat
is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over the
course of twenty-four weeks. This year the exercises begin
on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude May 4,
2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 12:00 noon.
We are planning on a hybrid setting with most sessions via
Zoom. In person meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of
Christians Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA. Mary
Ann McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the
Spiritual Exercises. For further information please call 617686-2287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences.
Some are on weekends and are seven sessions
on weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples
will explore their individual personality styles, improve
listening and communication skills, understand God’s plan for
their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a
priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them
at https://wwmema.org/.
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” Sign
up today to prepare your marriage to follow the Lord by
attending one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Experiences.

December 5, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare
the way and open the door for Christ. “You see that when
the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his
hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to
visit those who are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be
overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew,
with drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is important to
keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not
shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not keeping
watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is
alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be
opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and difficult
and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and
miserable, these words can bring great comfort.
We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of
self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God
desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and
misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the
Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to
prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts in
preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice
calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source
and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over
the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark
that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual
friends who journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a
glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our
hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the
darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both past and
present.
We have to trust that God has already begun the
accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is on
an incredible journey to something wonderful and awesome.
God is not done. When we open the doors of our hearts,
straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus
can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy.
Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and
confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern
what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to
become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus
is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is
knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life
in ways you never thought possible before. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Have you ever played a game where you asked for a "doover" so you could try again? When John told his neighbors
to be baptized, he wanted them to have a second chance, A
"do-over." He wanted to give them a fresh, clean start with
God.
Prayer
Dear God, when I find myself doing or saying things that you
would not like, help me to stop and start over.
Something to Draw
Draw John washing someone in a river.
Mission for the Week
When you catch yourself being selfish, not following
directions, or using hurtful words, stop. Say you're sorry, ask
for forgiveness, and then try again.

