ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Sunday, December 26, 2021
9:00AM

Edward O’Leary

Anniversary

11:30AM

Broughton & Dorgan Families

Memorial

Monday, December 27, 2021
7:00AM

Karen Makaitis

Living

Tuesday, December 28, 2021
7:00AM

Memorial

Jamie O’Hare

Wednesday, December 29, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, December 30, 2021

Saturday, January 1, 2022 is the Feast of Mary, Mother of
God, a Holy Day. Since it falls on a Saturday, it is NOT a
Holy Day of Obligation this year. The Mass schedule for the
Collaborative of St. Clare and St. Francis of Assisi is as
follows:
Friday, December 31, 2021
4:00PM
St. Clare
5:30PM
St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, January 1, 2022
8:00AM
St. Clare
9:30AM
St. Francis
11:30AM
St. Francis of Assisi
The evening Masses on Saturday, January 1 are the Vigil
Masses for January 2, 2022 Solemnity of the Epiphany.

7:00AM
Friday, December 31, 2021

Special Confession Times

7:00AM
4:00PM

Maureen Mahoney Turcotte

3rd Anniv.

Saturday, January 1, 2022
9:30AM
11:30AM
5:30PM

Mary Carson & Family

Living

Sunday, January 2, 2022
9:00AM

John Passalacqua

Anniversary

11:30AM

Prisco & Paula Parawan

Memorial

Sunday, December 26
St. Francis
St. Clare
Friday, December 31
St. Francis
St. Clare
Saturday, January 1, 2022
St. Clare
St. Francis
Sunday, January 2, 2022
St. Francis
St. Clare

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT .

Information

Offertory/Loose

Not available

EFT Weekly

Due to early

Total Offertory

Bulletin dedline

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

7:30AM
2:30-3:30PM
8:30 –9:30AM
12:30—2:00PM
12:30PM
7:00PM
Thank you to everyone who
donated to our “Giving Tree”
this year.
Your generous
response was awe-inspiring.
Because of you some children
in our community had a very
Merry Christmas. We also
received many gift cards that
can be given to those in need
beyond Christmas, for which

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:

Offertory Envelopes

12:30PM
5:00-7:30PM

we are deeply appreciative.
Thank you also to those who donate to our Food Pantry.
Your contributions throughout the year has allowed us to
keep our pantry operating throughout the pandemic. We
have a wonderful core of volunteers who tirelessly and
compassionately give of their time every week to see that we
meet the needs of the pantry clients. We cannot thank them
enough for their efforts.

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Clare
Finn Robert Sweeney

The following is from a letter recently emailed to families:
“We are bringing Religious Education back to the
collaborative parishes this year with a particular focus on the
Sacramental Years, Grade 2 and Grade 10. Once those
programs are up and running we will address the needs of
families with children in all other grades.”
Information regarding Confirmation classes will be sent out
in the very near future.

St. Francis of Assisi
Christine DiMartinis
Mary D. Welch

Please see the website www.braintreecatholic.org for the full
letter.

St. Clare
Kenneth Tocci
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Dennis Wheatley, O.F.M.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

This weekend is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, and so we can celebrate that we all belong to
the holy family of God which makes us brothers and sisters
to each other. At Christmas this year, through your gifts,
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring the
joy and hope to our “brothers and sisters” who are
struggling by assisting families, providing food, gifts,
and financial resources for utility and rent bills. Thank
you!

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
September 11, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781843-1332.
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Monday,
December 27, returning Tuesday, December 28. We will
also close at noon on Friday, December 31 and be closed
through Monday, January 3, 2022, returning on Tuesday,
January 4, 2022. Have a Blessed holiday season and a
Happy and HEALTHY New Year!

DECEMBER 26, 2021

He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in
her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and
favor before God and man. - Lk 2:51-52
Readings for the week of December 26, 2021
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
[cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/
Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/
Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2,
21-24/Lk 2:41-52
Monday:
1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/
Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Tuesday:
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/
Mt 2:13-18
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6
[11a]/Lk 2:22-35
Thursday:
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40
Friday:
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/
Jn 1:1-18
Saturday:
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Pope Francis’ Prayer to the Holy Family
(from Amoris Laetitia)

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendour of true love;
to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again experience
violence, rejection and division;
may all who have been hurt or scandalised
find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan. Amen.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
December 19 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
The gospel today presents the beautiful story of the Visitation
of Mary to Elizabeth. This reading gives us much to ponder –
Mary’s concern for and willingness to be present to her older
cousin, Elizabeth’s acknowledgement of Mary’s yes to God,
her admiration of Mary’s belief in God’s promises. Who are
the people you will visit and be with during this
Christmas? How might this gospel guide your interactions
with them? Pray for the grace to imitate the faith, trust and
love of Mary and Elizabeth in your interactions with your
family and friends during this Christmas season.
The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The
retreat is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over
the course of twenty-four weeks. This year the exercises
began on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude
May 4, 2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to
12:00 noon. Hybrid setting with most sessions via Zoom. In
person meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians
Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA. Mary Ann
McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the Spiritual
Exercises. For further information please call 617-6862287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring
virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and
are seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual personality
styles, improve listening and communication skills,
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call at or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. Give
yourselves the best Christmas present ever – take time for
your marriage. Strengthen your relationship, rekindle your
romance and renew your sacrament by attending the next
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience.

December 26, 2021 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph
Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true
not only of our families of origin, the current family of which
we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our
global family as well. Everything human can be found in
family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving
successes as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our
greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected
with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and
unresolved baggage often color what we bring to our familiar
relationships. They contribute to our level of defensiveness,
how guarded and protected we become, and what prejudices
we believe.
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to
remember that it is not only by human effort that we negotiate
the difficult and challenging events of our lives. There is a
Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can
create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of
any family with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of
the Holy Family serves to help us understand that there is a
Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in
the face of hardship, determination in the face of despair,
healing when we see nothing but wounds, and light where
there is darkness.
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring,
and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the
imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to
understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells
us that the “light which comes from the Holy Family
encourages us to offer human warmth to other families.”
While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to
do this when we realize that we are still works in progress,
not anchored to the wounds and sins of our past, and still a
leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of love. The
Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they
knew they were not alone. We can too. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
When Jesus traveled to Jerusalem as a 12-year-old young
man, he felt completely at home in the Temple. He enjoyed
talking to the teachers about his Father in heaven. His
questions and his answers showed how much he loved God.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to feel at home in my church like Jesus
did.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself learning about God with your
teacher.
Mission for the Week
Help visitors to your church feel welcomed. As a family or as
a class, make cards for visitors, asking them to come back.

