ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, December 18, 2021
5:30PM

Mary Zingarelli

Anniversary

Sunday, December 19, 2021

Friday, December 24

9:00AM

Robert Kelley

Anniversary

11:30AM

Domenico & Italia Giannandrea

Memorial

Monday, December 20, 2021
7:00AM
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, December 22, 2021
7:00AM
7:00AM
Friday, December 24, 2021
Robert & Mary Frazier

Memorial

Saturday, December 25, 2021
5:30PM

Merry Christmas

Sunday, December 26, 2021
9:00AM

Edward O’Leary

Anniversary

11:30AM

Broughton & Dorgan Families

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 79%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,450.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,700.00

EFT Weekly

$ 1,708.33

Total Offertory

$ 7,858.33

St. Francis of Assisi
4:00PM
11:00PM
St. Clare
4:00PM
Saturday, December 25
St. Francis of Assisi
7:00AM, 9:00AM, and
12:00PM
St. Clare
8:00AM, and 10:30AM
THERE IS NO 6:00PM MASS AT ST. CLARE ON
CHRISTMAS NIGHT

Special Confession Times

Thursday, December 23, 2021

7:00AM

Christmas Masses

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Saturday, December 18
St. Clare
St. Francis
Sunday, December 19
St. Clare
St. Francis
Monday, December 20
St. Francis
Tuesday, December 21
St. Francis
Wednesday, December 22
St. Francis
St. Clare
Thursday, December 23
St. Francis
Friday, December 24
St. Francis
St. Clare
Saturday, December 25
St. Clare
St. Francis
Sunday, December 26
St. Francis
St. Clare
Friday, December 31
St. Francis
St. Clare
Saturday, January 1, 2022
St. Clare
St. Francis
Sunday, January 2, 2022
St. Francis
St. Clare

7:30-9:00AM & 5:00PM
12:30-3:00PM & 6:30PM
11:15AM-12PM & 5-7PM
12:30PM
7:30AM and 6:30-9:30PM
7:30AM
7:30AM
4:00—5:30PM
7:30AM
7:30AM & 12:00—2:00PM
7:00PM
11:30AM
1:00PM
12:30PM
5:00-7:30PM
7:30AM
2:30-3:30PM
8:30 –9:30AM
12:30—2:00PM
12:30PM
7:00PM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
One part of Catholic faith that non-Catholics have a hard
time wrapping their heads around is our veneration of the
Blessed Mother. Sometimes even Catholics are confused.
So why is she held in such esteem?
Certainly, the fact that she bore God’s son to the world
should be reason enough. Add to that her Immaculate
conception which we just celebrated and her Assumption
into heaven and there are plenty of reasons to venerate
Mary.

When was the last time we brought Christ to the world or to
another person?
Have we always done whatever he tells us?
I’m pretty sure none of us have a perfect score. Advent is a
time to reflect on this. We are told that our purpose on this
earth is to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him. We
can’t love who we don’t know and we can’t really serve
someone we don’t love. Advent is almost over but its not too
late for us to come to know him better and so love him more
and serve him more diligently. If we are having a hard time
getting to know, love and serve the Lord just ask for Mary’s
help – that’s what she is there for.

Today’s gospel demonstrates yet another, although it isn’t
spelled out for us. What is that reason? Mary is a
disciple. Mary isn’t just any disciple she is the best disciple.
There was never any doubt about what God could do in her
life – no doubt. Even Elizabeth recognized it “Blessed are
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled.” (Lk 1:45)
What does a disciple do exactly?
1. A good disciple brings Christ to others. Mary
immediately upon hearing that she would carry
God’s Son in her womb, went “in haste” (Lk 1:39) to
visit her cousin and bring Christ not yet born, to
Elizabeth.
2. Mary brought Christ to the entire world on that first
Christmas Day
3. At the wedding in Cana, when the hosts were faced
with certain humiliation when they ran out of wine,
Mary brought her son to them and Jesus performed
his first Miracle.
4. At that same wedding, she told the servants and
tells us now “Do whatever he tells you.” (Jn 2:5)
A good disciple always points to Christ. A good disciple
always brings others to Christ and brings Christ to others.
And like Mary, a good disciple is a servant of
Christ. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word.” (Lk 1:38)
Now that we know something about what a good disciple is
we can take a look at our own score cards.
When was the last time we truly believed that what the Lord
has spoken would be fulfilled?

"O Creator God, our world is pregnant with the anticipation
of the birth of your Son. We are bursting in our
preparedness, for the feast of Christmas will soon be here.
Everything seems to be in order: the plans are agreed to, the
tree is decorated, most of the gifts are wrapped, and we
think we are ready. However, Lord, as we pause to offer this
prayer, we realize that some things have been rushed, and,
in the process, some important things have been forgotten.
In this brief moment of quiet, help us to be at least thankful.
Help us to appreciate the Word that comes to dwell with us.
Help us to hope in the promise of His way, truth, and life.
Help us to join with the angels who sing your praise. Grant
us the lasting peace of this great season of joy. We pray in
the name of our long-expected Lord. Amen."
~ from The Essential Advent and Christmas Handbook
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Francis Henry Sleboda

The following is from a letter recently emailed to families:
“We are bringing Religious Education back to the
collaborative parishes this year with a particular focus on the
Sacramental Years, Grade 2 and Grade 10. Once those
programs are up and running we will address the needs of
families with children in all other grades.”
Information regarding Confirmation classes will be sent out
in the very near future.
Please see the website www.braintreecatholic.org for the full
letter.

St. Francis of Assisi
Joan Ridge
Anthony Richardi
John E. Lane
St. Clare
William Murphy
Elaine Rosalie Canavan

friends.

Advent Rosary Evenings… concludes THIS
Monday, December 20 at 6:45PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church. We hope you’ll
consider making this time a new holiday
tradition—for yourself or with family and

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
September 11, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781843-1332.

December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent:
Jesus was born during the night of the year when darkness
is the longest. The Savior of the world comes for the people
in dark places. The real, lasting, and deep joy is that the
Light shines there.
Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
“Light” has shown, bringing real, lasting and deep joy to
the hearts of the poor who live in dark places in our
streets and neighborhood.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped
in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Lk 1:41-42
Readings for the week of December 19, 2021
Sunday:
Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/
Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Monday:
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
[cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3,
11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
[cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56
Thursday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10
and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66
Friday:
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/
Lk 1:67-79
Saturday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29
[2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or
1:18-25
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12,
13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
[3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
[cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/
Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/
Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2,
21-24/Lk 2:41-52

December 19 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
The gospel today presents the beautiful story of the Visitation
of Mary to Elizabeth. This reading gives us much to ponder –
Mary’s concern for and willingness to be present to her older
cousin, Elizabeth’s acknowledgement of Mary’s yes to God,
her admiration of Mary’s belief in God’s promises. Who are
the people you will visit and be with during this
Christmas? How might this gospel guide your interactions
with them? Pray for the grace to imitate the faith, trust and
love of Mary and Elizabeth in your interactions with your
family and friends during this Christmas season.

Merry Christmas from all the priests of the Archdiocese of
Boston. The Christmas Collection supports the retirement,
medical and financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of
Boston. These priests have given their lives to faithfully serve
Christ, the Church, and you. Please be generous to this
important collection. For more information, please visit
www.clergytrust.org.
The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The retreat
is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over the
course of twenty-four weeks. This year the exercises began
on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude May 4,
2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 12:00 noon.
Hybrid setting with most sessions via Zoom. In person
meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians
Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA. Mary Ann
McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the Spiritual
Exercises. For further information please call 617-6862287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com.

December 19, 2021 - 4th Sunday of Advent
St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through
which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a
voice through which Christ speaks and a hand through
which Christ helps.” As we look around and out at the world,
we do not have to search too far before we come face to
face with inequity and injustice. There is so much unfairness,
prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. The stories of
human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of life’s
necessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too
commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of
greed, lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly among
the more significant root causes.
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all,
God created this world, and one would hope that he would
step up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once
we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize
just how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility and
God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the
divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not God who has
shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who
continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, and
securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use
us.
Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God
to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and
believed. Having opened herself to being an instrument of
the Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, and
hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness
could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come
upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you
and me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ
came into the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace,
and herald of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did
Mary, that what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be
fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the Christians we
claim to be. What a difference it would make if every person
who professed to be Christian truly understood that their one
and only vocation is to be God’s instrument. What a
beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Mary couldn't wait to visit her much older cousin, Elizabeth,
up in the hills of Judea.
Both of them were expecting babies. Each of them knew that
the birth of her child was a special event that could only
happen because they trusted God. Your own mother trusted
that God would give you life in this world. Both Mary and
Elizabeth watched their children grow up to do good things.
You can grow up to do good things too, if you trust in God.
Prayer
Dear Jesus, help me to trust you and to remember that you
are the reason we celebrate Christmas. Amen.
Something to Draw
Ask your mother who she visited while she was waiting for
you to be born. Draw a picture of her visiting with a relative
or friend.
Mission for the Week
You belong to a larger family than just the people in your
home. See how many of your relatives you can name before
you visit them at Christmas. When you do see them, wish
them "Merry Christmas!"

