
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 Å Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM ð 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening ð 5:30 PM  
  Sunday ð 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday ð Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday ð 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays ð please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 79%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses 
Friday, December 24 St. Francis of Assisi  
 4:00PM  
 11:00PM 
 St. Clare 
 4:00PM 
Saturday, December 25 St. Francis of Assisi 
 7:00AM, 9:00AM, and 
 12:00PM 
 St. Clare 
   8:00AM, and 10:30AM 

THERE IS NO 6:00PM MASS AT ST. CLARE ON  

CHRISTMAS NIGHT 

Special Confession Times 
Saturday, December 18 
 St. Clare 7:30-9:00AM & 5:00PM 
 St. Francis 12:30-3:00PM & 6:30PM 
Sunday, December 19 
 St. Clare 11:15AM-12PM & 5-7PM
 St. Francis 12:30PM 
Monday, December 20 
 St. Francis 7:30AM and 6:30-9:30PM 
Tuesday, December 21 
 St. Francis 7:30AM  
Wednesday, December 22 
 St. Francis 7:30AM 
 St. Clare 4:00ñ5:30PM 
Thursday, December 23 
 St. Francis 7:30AM 
Friday, December 24  
 St. Francis 7:30AM & 12:00ñ2:00PM 
 St. Clare  7:00PM 
Saturday, December 25 
 St. Clare 11:30AM 
 St. Francis 1:00PM 
Sunday, December 26  
 St. Francis 12:30PM 
 St. Clare 5:00-7:30PM 
Friday, December 31 
 St. Francis 7:30AM 
 St. Clare 2:30-3:30PM 
Saturday, January 1, 2022 
 St. Clare 8:30 ð9:30AM 
 St. Francis 12:30ñ2:00PM 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 
  St. Francis 12:30PM 
  St. Clare  7:00PM 

Saturday, December 18, 2021  

5:30PM Mary Zingarelli Anniversary 

Sunday, December 19, 2021   

9:00AM Robert Kelley Anniversary 

11:30AM Domenico & Italia Giannandrea Memorial 

Monday, December 20, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, December 21, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Wednesday, December 22, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, December 23, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, December 24, 2021  

7:00AM Robert & Mary Frazier Memorial 

Saturday, December 25, 2021  

5:30PM Merry Christmas  

Sunday, December 26, 2021  

9:00AM Edward OôLeary Anniversary 

11:30AM Broughton & Dorgan Families Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  4,450.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,700.00 

EFT Weekly  $  1,708.33 

Total Offertory  $  7,858.33 



 

 

 

From  

Deacon Joe MacDonald  
 

 
 

One part of Catholic faith that non-Catholics have a hard 
time wrapping their heads around is our veneration of the 
Blessed Mother. Sometimes even Catholics are confused.  
  

So why is she held in such esteem?  
  

Certainly, the fact that she bore Godôs son to the world 
should be reason enough.  Add to that her Immaculate 
conception which we just celebrated and her Assumption 
into heaven and there are plenty of reasons to venerate 
Mary. 
  

Todayôs gospel demonstrates yet another, although it isnôt 
spelled out for us. What is that reason?  Mary is a 
disciple.  Mary isnôt just any disciple she is the best disciple. 
There was never any doubt about what God could do in her 
life ï no doubt. Even Elizabeth recognized it ñBlessed are 
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.ò (Lk 1:45) 
  

What does a disciple do exactly? 
  

1. A good disciple brings Christ to others. Mary 
immediately upon hearing that she would carry 
Godôs Son in her womb, went ñin hasteò (Lk 1:39) to 
visit her cousin and bring Christ not yet born, to 
Elizabeth. 

2. Mary brought Christ to the entire world on that first 
Christmas Day 

3. At the wedding in Cana, when the hosts were faced 
with certain humiliation when they ran out of wine, 
Mary brought her son to them and Jesus performed 
his first Miracle.  

4. At that same wedding, she told the servants and 
tells us now ñDo whatever he tells you.ò (Jn 2:5) 

  

A good disciple always points to Christ.  A good disciple 
always brings others to Christ and brings Christ to others. 
And like Mary, a good disciple is a servant of 
Christ.  ñBehold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.ò (Lk 1:38) 
 

Now that we know something about what a good disciple is 
we can take a look at our own score cards. 
  

When was the last time we truly believed that what the Lord 
has spoken would be fulfilled? 
  

  
When was the last time we brought Christ to the world or to 
another person? 
  

Have we always done whatever he tells us? 
  

Iôm pretty sure none of us have a perfect score. Advent is a 
time to reflect on this. We are told that our purpose on this 
earth is to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him.  We 
canôt love who we donôt know and we canôt really serve 
someone we donôt love. Advent is almost over but its not too 
late for us to come to know him better and so love him more 
and serve him more diligently. If we are having a hard time 
getting to know, love and serve the Lord just ask for Maryôs 
help ï thatôs what she is there for. 
 

 
 

"O Creator God, our world is pregnant with the anticipation 
of the birth of your Son. We are bursting in our 
preparedness, for the feast of Christmas will soon be here. 
Everything seems to be in order: the plans are agreed to, the 
tree is decorated, most of the gifts are wrapped, and we 
think we are ready. However, Lord, as we pause to offer this 
prayer, we realize that some things have been rushed, and, 
in the process, some important things have been forgotten. 
In this brief moment of quiet, help us to be at least thankful. 
Help us to appreciate the Word that comes to dwell with us. 
Help us to hope in the promise of His way, truth, and life. 
Help us to join with the angels who sing your praise. Grant 
us the lasting peace of this great season of joy. We pray in 
the name of our long-expected Lord. Amen." 

~ from The Essential Advent and Christmas Handbook 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


