
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you 
with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not 

worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16 

 
Readings for the week of December 12, 2021 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/ 

  Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 

  7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 

  19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 

  10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, 

  and 13b [2a]/Lk 7:24-30 

Friday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 

  [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 

Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19  

  [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 

Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/

  Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

Please see the bulletin insert for the Schedule of Christmas 
Masses and special Confession Times. 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 11, 2021  

5:30PM Frank Cropley & Steven Lemieux Anniversary 

Sunday, December 12, 2021   

9:00AM E. Patricia “Pat” McGrath Anniversary 

11:30AM Richard & Margaret Keane Anniversary 

Monday, December 13, 2021 

7:00AM James Odeweller & Family Spec. Intention 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Wednesday, December 15, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, December 16, 2021  

7:00AM Necole LaTorella 5th Anniv. 

Friday, December 17, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, December 18, 2021  

5:30PM Mary Zingarelli  

Sunday, December 19, 2021  

9:00AM Robert Kelley Anniversary 

11:30AM Domenico & Italia Giannandrea Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  6,180.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,387.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,544.66 

Total Offertory  $10,111.66 



 

 

WHAT IS GAUDETE SUNDAY? 
What is special about the Third Sunday of Advent? For much 
of the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special name: 
“Gaudete” Sunday. The traditions surrounding this Sunday 
go back as far as the fourth or fifth century, as does the 
season of Advent itself. Advent, our preparation for  
Christmas, was originally a forty-day penitential season like 
Lent. In fact, since it used to begin on November 12 (just 
after the Memorial of St. Martin of Tours), it was called “St. 
Martin’s Lent.” “Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent  
counterpart to “Laetare Sunday,” which marks the mid-point 
in Lent.   
 

On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. 
For the first two weeks of Advent, the focus can be summed 
up in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But beginning with 
Gaudete Sunday, the summary might be, 
“The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood 
and a heightened sense of joyous anticipation. 
 

Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually 
wears rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete 
Sunday and Laetare Sunday. On this day, we light the third 
candle of the Advent wreath, which is also rose-colored, or if 
you prefer, pink.  
 

The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” This celebration is 
a reminder that God who loves us is still in charge and that 
we await his coming not with fear, but with tremendous joy. 
Today’s Second Reading, from the First Letter of St. Paul to 
the Thessalonians, reflects this joy: “Brother and sisters: 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances 
give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ 
Jesus.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent: 
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist says, “Whoever has two 
cloaks should share with the person who has none. And 

whoever has food should do likewise…” 

Christmas is a time of love and gift giving…please share 
your abundance by giving a gift to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul so that those who do not have clothes 
and food can share in the blessings of Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gifts should be returned no later than December 12th for 
distribution.   
 Please check to see if the organization sponsoring the 

card has requested that you wrap the gift(s).  If the tag 
says do not wrap, you can still help everyone involved 
in sorting and organizing by placing your purchase in a 
gift bag so that our volunteers can easily check the 
contents. 

 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree 
to the outside of the bag or package.  The tags are 
coded by color and number and we need them back so 
that your gift reaches the correct organization and 
recipient. 

If you choose not to shop, [do not take a tag] gift cards 
(Target, WalMart, Amazon, Game Stop, Movie Passes, Fast 
Food Restaurants, etc.) and monetary donations are always 
a good option.  These can be used for any last minute 
requests for assistance that we receive (even after 
Christmas Day).  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, GAUDETE SUNDAY 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
James Nicholson 

Matthew McNeill Jenkins 
Joseph O’Brien 

Evelyn Valanzola 
Giuseppina Pansa 

 
St. Clare 

Joseph R. Driscoll 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
September 11, 2022.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.   

  
 
 
 

  

St. Francis of Assisi 
Tucker Anthony McLean 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 St. Clare 
Payton Ramage 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The following is from a letter recently emailed to families:  
“We are bringing Religious Education back to the 
collaborative parishes this year with a particular focus on the 
Sacramental Years, Grade 2 and Grade 10.  Once those 
programs are up and running we will address the needs of 
families with children in all other grades.” 
 

Information regarding Confirmation classes will be sent out 
in the very near future. 
 

Please see the website www.braintreecatholic.org for the full 
letter. 
 

Advent Rosary Evenings… continues THIS 
Monday, December 13 at 6:45PM in St. 
Francis of Assisi Church.  Throughout Advent 
we will meet weekly (December 13, and 20).  
We hope you’ll consider making this time a 

new holiday tradition—for yourself or with family and friends. 
 

DECEMBER 12, 2021 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 

 December 12~3rd Sunday of Advent  (Gaudete Sunday)    
“Shout for joy.”  “Sing joyfully.”  “Be glad and exult with all 
your heart.”  “Rejoice, in the Lord always.”  The message this 
week is clear; joy must be a sign of our life in Christ.  We 
need to bring the light of Christ to these dark December days 
and speak a word of hope to our world – “the Lord is 
near.”   With each remaining day in Advent, make the gospel 
acclamation your prayer: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor.” Believing this and acting on it, the light of Christ will 
certainly shine through you! 
                     

The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of 
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in 
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The 
retreat is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over 
the course of twenty-four weeks.  This year the exercises 
began on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude 
May 4, 2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 
12:00 noon. Hybrid setting with most sessions via Zoom. In 
person meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians 
Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA.  Mary Ann 
McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the Spiritual 
Exercises.  For further information please call 617-686-
2287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter—To support married 
couples during this time of social distancing, Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 
experiences. Some are on weekends and are seven 
sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.   Couples 
will explore their individual personality styles, improve 
listening and communication skills, understand God’s plan 
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit 
them at https://wwmema.org/.  “He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.” Take time for your marriage by 
participating in the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience. 
 

Early Bird Special Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer 
Gathering: Saturday, December 18th 7:00-8:30 AM.  Open 
Mike Session Attitude of Gratitude: What are you 
Grateful for?  A relaxed session, where you can share what 
you are grateful for in these difficult times, or even share 
some of your struggles. It is Christmas time so bring any 
spiritual books, rosaries, medals that you want to give to 
group members. St. Mary of the Hills Lower Church 29 St. 
Mary’s Road, Milton Call 617-696-3170 for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 12, 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, 
deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila 
 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In 
many ways, it really is. When was the last time you really 
laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible 
things that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. 
We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, 
pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other 
human experiences can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. 
God never promised us an easy road, and we do have to 
take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a 
balance to be sought and a possible joy that can be brought 
even to the darkest and most challenging of encounters. 
 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in 
the material objects surrounding us but in the inner recesses 
of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in 
a palace.” Falling in love with God, who is present in all of 
creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to 
everything we do and experience. We can more easily see 
above and beyond things while pursuing the only One who 
can truly satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the 
king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further 
misfortune to fear. We can celebrate the wonder and beauty 
of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate 
joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. They are 
happy because they have found a pearl of great price. 
 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with 
expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready 
ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. 
Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you haven’t 
laughed in a while, why? Something is preventing you from 
expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of 
God who dwells within. God’s power and presence within us 
assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. What 
more is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of 
God! It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to 
convince others that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! 
Live your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, 
with peace, is the sister of charity. Serve the Lord with 
laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)  ©LPi 

tel:617-686-2287
tel:617-686-2287
mailto:maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com


 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
How can you show you love God? Instead of keeping all of 
your clothes and food, share some with people who don't 
have any. Be happy and thankful for all God has given you. 
When you love God more than money, you'll be happy to 
share. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to share happily with others. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself sharing a snack with a classmate 
who has none. 
 

Mission for the Week 
The next time you go grocery shopping with your parents, 
ask if you can pick out some foods to share with the poor. As 
a family, talk about how thankful you are for the many ways 
God takes care of you. 

 


