ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, November 6, 2021
5:30PM

Julia Downing

Anniversary

Sunday, November 7, 2021
9:00AM

Giles & Jake Parker

Memorial

11:30AM

Mary F. Sullivan and
Daniel Sullivan

Anniversary
Memorial

Monday, November 8, 2021
7:00AM

Kimberly Mahoney

Memorial

A poor widow also came and put in two small coins
worth a few cents. Calling his disciples to himself, he
said to them, “Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in
more than all the other contributors to the treasury.” Mk 12:42-43

Memorial

Readings for the week of November 7, 2021
Sunday:
1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10
[1b]/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or
12:41-44
Monday:
Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10
[24b]/Lk 17:1-6
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
[5]/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7 [8a]/
Lk 17:11-19
Thursday:
Wis 7:22b—8:1/Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130,
135, 175 [89a]/Lk 17:20-25
Friday:
Wis 13:1-9/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab [2a]/
Lk 17:26-37
Saturday:
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3,
36-37, 42-43 [5a]/Lk 18:1-8
Next Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32

Tuesday, November 9, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, November 10, 2021
7:00AM

Paul Kelley

Thursday, November 11, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, November 12, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, November 13, 2021
5:30PM

Francis P. Boyd, Sr. and
Francis P. Boyd, Jr.

Memorial

Sunday, November 14, 2021
9:00AM

Ann Palombo

Memorial

11:30AM

Michael Fitzgerald

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 79%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 5,805.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 2,076.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,046.94

Total Offertory

$ 9,927.94

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Sins of Omission
Week after week at Mass we pray the Confiteor, a prayer of
confession in which we admit that we have sinned in our
thoughts, in our words, in what we have done and in what
we have failed to do. Those things that we have failed to do
are the sins of omission.
I bring this up because of something that happened a couple
of weeks ago. A woman was raped for forty minutes on a
subway train in Philadelphia. Forty minutes and not one
person intervened or said a word.
Last week on a subway train in New York City a video
caught a large man who punched a woman half his size in
the face, full fisted and not holding back. How she didn’t
crumble to the ground I don’t know. The video caught
something else as well. It documented that no one came to
her defense or even asked if she was alright.
Here’s a question worth asking ourselves, if we were among
the people on those trains, and we knew what was
happening, and did nothing to stop it, would that make us
complicit in those assaults. By not doing or saying anything
would we be just as guilty of that rape or that physical
assault?
I bring this up because, once again, there’s a ballot question
coming down the pike that would legalize physician assisted
suicide. In the typical doublespeak from the proponents of
such things, the proposed bill avoids the reality of the word
suicide and they prefer to present it with phrases like
“compassionate care for the terminally ill,” or “aid in dying,”
or simply the “right to die.” I know of nothing in the
Constitution that mentions the right to die, although it
prominently mentions the right to life.
We are on a slippery slope with this. Although the proposed
law would put some limitations in place, for example, the
dying person would have to be at least 18 years old, and be
of sound mind, it also makes an accommodation for
guardians to make the decision on behalf of the one who is
dying.
If this is where it starts, where will it be in forty or fifty years.
Will the “compassionate” thing be to end the life of those with
severe disabilities, people with down syndrome, the mentally
ill or just the elderly.
In 1973, after Roe v Wade, abortions were not typically
performed after the 12th week of pregnancy. Today, in many
places, an abortion can be obtained through the ninth month

and lawmakers would not even pass legislation that would
require basic medical care, even palliative care, to a baby
born alive after an attempted abortion. Yet we are all
appalled, rightfully so, when a young mother abandons her
newborn in the trash.
In 1973 and beyond, trying to avoid the inconvenient truth
that abortion kills, proponents argued, for example, that an
embryo was simply a blob of flesh and not human at all, at
least not yet – it can be removed. They also rationalized that
if a baby could not live outside of its mother’s womb it could
be denied the opportunity to live within the womb as well,
through abortion. Today it’s been taken to new lows – down
that slippery slope to where a child (and that’s what it is) can
be killed (and that’s what it is) even minutes before
birth. Thankfully this is rare but even that is too often when it
comes to taking a human life.
What have we done lately to speak up against these kinds of
assaults on human life? A couple of weeks ago there were
people in front of our church looking for signatures for a
ballot initiative opposing assisted suicide. I was surprised at
how few signatures they had received. The silence is
deafening. Can we not take even a couple of minutes to put
our name on a document that demonstrates our commitment
to life? When was the last time any of us sent a letter, made
a phone call or sent an email to senator or representative
voicing our support for life issues?
Do we, by our silence, by our complacency, by just sitting
back and not doing anything become guilty by omission? Are
we, by our inaction, inadvertently assisting in those
suicides? Are we, by our inaction complicit in the loss of life
from abortions?
When we don’t take a stand against racism and hatred aren’t
we somehow tacitly giving our approval to it? If we don’t
share our bounty with the hungry around us, are we not
guilty of perpetuating their hunger?
These are sins of omission. I’m guilty of it – we all are. So,
let’s not just stand around but let’s do something!
I’ll end as we end the Confiteor, praying for you and asking
for your prayers.
Therefore, I ask blessed Mary Ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God. AMEN.

NOVEMBER 7, 2021

Congratulations to the following young people who were
confirmed on Thursday at St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi!
Please keep them in your prayers.
St. Clare
Hannah Barrett, Maeve Candura, Anthony Carey,
Timothy Carney, Carden Costello, Zachary Dean,
Sophia DeAngelis, Ava DiBona, Charles DiMartino,
Caitlin Doherty, Jonathan Dow, Leanna Eskander,
John Fitzgerald, Alejandra Herrera, Fiona Holland,
Amya Howell, Colleen Joyce, Kate Joyce,
Christopher Kenneally, Madison Larkin, William Locke,
Margaret MacCormack, Beartla McDonagh, John McDonald,
Peter McDonald, Leah McGonagle, Allison McNamee,
Joseph Molloy, Ella Munroe, Taryn O’Malley, Julia Panaro,
Mia Pellegrino, Ava Picard, Samantha Quigley, Sophia Ryan,
Robert Sample, Abigail Shalgian, Ava Siracusa, Jack Solomon,
Daniel Surette, Benjamin Trotta, Clint Walsh,
Delaney Welch, Erin White, Ella Woods, and
Anya Zupkofska
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they
shall be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth.

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3. If you have
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call
the Collaborative Office to do so. Prior to scheduling this
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made
First Penance.
Information regarding Religious Education for all other
grades is still in the planning stages. Classes will most
likely begin in January. As soon as the details have been
finalized an email will be sent to all families in our RE data
base. We will also post the information on the collaborative
website.
The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of
Columbus, will be conducting their annual
Tootsie Roll Fund Raiser for children with
special needs THIS weekend November 6 and
7, 2021. The Knights will be at the entrances
of the church after weekend Masses to accept donations.
Please be as generous as possible.






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.
The Annual Thanksgiving Toy Drive
will be conducted at the 8:00AM
Mass
on
Thanksgiving
Day
(Thursday, November 25). Please bring
a new/unwrapped toy or game which
will be presented during the offertory.
These gifts will be distributed to needy
children in our community.

St. Francis of Assisi
Terrence Palmer
Lorraine Bradley
Cynthia Keenan
John T. “Tom” Whitney
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Thanks to all of the men and women who have sacrificed so
much for our freedom.
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Thursday,
November 11th and Friday, November 12th in observance of
Veteran’s Day.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
November 7 ~ Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Two readings from today’s scriptures focus on stories of
widows. Both were poor women in relation to worldly
standards and yet when called upon to be generous they
gave everything they had. In the gospel, Jesus points out the
action of the widow with the words “she contributed all she
had. . . ." Being a grateful disciple of Christ requires a spirit
of stewardship of the multiple gifts God has bestowed on
us. It means being willing, like the two widows, to make
sacrifices, to offer prayer and service to the parish as well as
to those most in need. Are you willing to share these
gifts? This week, pay attention for opportunities that God will
provide for you to share your time, your talent, and your
treasure - and then - respond as a grateful
disciple!
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom.
The topic will be “Sisters Today.” If you are
interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.
“Project Rachel led me to a place of
forgiveness and mercy. During the
retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness.
I knew God had
forgiven me, and now I needed to
forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel
retreat participant. The Project
Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of
Boston extends a special invitation to
women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend a
“Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. November
20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to
ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact
Project
Rachel
at
508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Project Nazareth is offering a free 4-week Advent series to
help families prepare for Christmas. It's simple! All parents
need to do is sign up and then each week they receive the
resources in their inbox (beginning November 21st). They
also gain access to our Nazareth Nights, a virtual gathering
for community among all Project Nazareth users. All you
have to do is share the sign-up link (https://bit.ly/PNAdvent)
with your parents and we do the rest! Let's help Advent
begin at home!

Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future
Saturday, November 13, 2021, 10:00 AM –12:30 PM
REGISTER NOW for this virtual Gathering. Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Austen Ivereigh, Biographer and collaborator of Pope
Francis, who worked with him on this book. He is a British
writer, journalist, and Fellow in Contemporary Church History
at Campion Hall, University of Oxford. He is author of two
biographies of Pope Francis: The Great Reformer: Francis
and the Making of a Radical Pope (2014) and Wounded
Shepherd: Pope Francis and His Struggle to Convert the
Catholic Church (2019). Austen collaborated with Pope
Francis on his vision for a post-Covid world: “Let Us Dream:
The Path to a Better Future.”
Rev. J. Bryan Hehir will offer a brief Commentary following the
speech. Also featuring MC Sullivan, RN, MTS, JD, Chief
Healthcare Ethicist, Archdiocese of Boston, who will lead a
reflection on “Lessons from a Pandemic: what and how we
can do better as a community of faith.”
Mass with a homily by Cardinal Seán, concelebrated with
Father Phong Pham.
To Register for this free event and to find out more about the
Convocation and the Archdiocesan Social Justice Ministry, go
to www.bostoncatholic.socialjusticeministry.org or write
to socialjustice@rcab.org.

BOSTON COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL — Sunday, NOV 7th!
Be Bold! Visit us to learn more about our worldclass, independent Jesuit, Catholic preparatory school for
young men. We offer students dynamic, urban
learning experiences, unique to Boston, and unparalleled
opportunities to explore the world through a vast network of
international
destinations
and
schools.
Go
to www.bchigh.edu or reach out to Fr. Nolan, SJ directly
regarding enrollment questions @ pnolansj@bchigh.edu.
Sunday, November 7: 10:00am - Noon (middle school) &
2:00 - 4:00 pm (high school).

November 7, 2021
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
On December 10, 1979, a very petite
holy woman known as Mother Teresa
of Calcutta spoke these words in her
Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, “But I am sure in
the families and many of our homes, maybe we are not
hungry for a piece of bread, but maybe there is somebody
there in the family who is unwanted, unloved, uncared,
forgotten, there isn’t love. Love begins at home. And love to
be true has to hurt. I never forget a little child who taught me
a very beautiful lesson. They heard in Calcutta, the children,
that Mother Teresa had no sugar for her children, and this
little one, Hindu boy four years old, he went home and he
told his parents: I will not eat sugar for three days, I will give
my sugar to Mother Teresa. How much a little child can give.
After three days they brought into our house, and there was
this little one who could scarcely pronounce my name, he
loved with great love, he loved until it hurt. And this is what I
bring before you, to love one another until it hurts, but don’t
forget that there are many children, many children, many
men and women who haven’t got what you have. And
remember to love them until it hurts.”
Living authentically and walking with holiness always
involves sacrifice. It has to hurt. Only actions springing from
true and deep sacrifice demonstrate true integrity. Without
sacrifice, even what is apparently a generous gesture can be
nothing. It is no wonder that the widow who contributed from
her poverty received great admiration from Jesus and the
young child in our story above the interest of Mother Teresa.
It is easy to make the houses of our lives look like they are in
perfect order when in fact they are in shambles within.
Religion can sometimes make this hypocritical masquerade
easy to accomplish. We can find ourselves in all the right
holy places, reciting all of the correct prayers, participating in
community collections, and reciting the proper doctrines only
to find ourselves empty, shallow, self-focused, and overly
anxious about personal concerns.
The one who learns to discover their inner poverty, their
spiritual poverty, is the only one who can truly place him or
herself at the mercy of God. It is only when we allow
ourselves to be empty that we realize Who we actually need
to fill us. This is the real meaning of trust. Many of us are
afraid to take the plunge. We allow ourselves to detach from
only so much, always keeping a watchful eye on the
protection of our securities. We understand the value of
poverty, but we do not want to become too poor. As long as
we are able to recognize this tension, our reluctance to let
go and our struggle, we can continue our journey of humbly
learning how to love so deeply that it hurts. God understands
and waits. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
God wants us to be humble, and he wants us to share our
blessings. So many people Jesus met were proud, and they
thought they deserved special treatment. Other people were
rich, but they took what they wanted first and gave God what
was left. The poor widow in today's Gospel got it right. She
quietly gave to God all she had.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to quietly give you the best of all that you
have given me.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of the poor widow who trusted God with her
whole heart.
Mission for the Week
If you have a piggy bank, take money out and give it to God
next Sunday. Shhhh! Remember to give it to God quietly.

