
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT %. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. But when these signs begin 

to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand.” - Lk 21:27-28 

 
Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/ 

 Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/ 

 Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7,  

 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/ 

 Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21,  

 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/ 

 Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/

 Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

 

Saturday, November 27, 2021  

5:30PM Felice & Julia Zampine Memorial 

Sunday, November 28, 2021   

9:00AM Tony DeMarco Memorial 

11:30AM John M. Kelley, St., John M. 
Kelley, Jr. and Thomas Kelley 

Memorial 

Monday, November 29, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, November 30, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Wednesday, December 1, 2021  

7:00AM Thomas L. Schuck Anniversary 

Thursday, December 2, 2021  

7:00AM John Keaveney Anniversary 

Friday, December 3, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, December 4, 2021  

5:30PM Joseph Stanton Memorial 

Sunday, December 5, 2021  

9:00AM Mary Broughton Memorial 

11:30AM Karen Goguen Anniversary 

Offertory Envelopes $  Information 

Offertory/Loose  $  not available 

EFT Weekly Average  $  early bulletin 

Total Offertory  $  deadline 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

I was about 8 years old, maybe 10. I was in the Weymouth 
Town Farm league playing baseball for the B-Hawks. They 
had me playing left field, not so much because I was the 
most capable player in that position but because as they told 
me years later – I was kind of out in left field anyway.  
  

As anyone who’s ever been to one of these games can tell 
you, not much ever makes it out to left field (not on purpose.) 
So, there I was, kicking the sand, watching the dog along by 
the fence, the ice cream truck in the parking lot… I was 
keeping track of everything except the game.  It was boring 
out there. I remember faintly hearing the crack of a bat 
hitting a ball but it wasn’t something that grabbed my 
attention… until everyone and their mother started shouting 
at someone… “catch the ball.”  I started to look around to 
see who they were shouting at. It was me!!  I put my glove in 
the air….and the ball landed about 15 feet to my right.  Be 
watchful and ready. It was a missed opportunity. 
  

Some thirty years later I’m at another game.  This time it’s 
my son out in left field.  You know how it is at those things. 
First team up scores 10-12 runs mostly on throwing 
errors.  Then the next team gets up and does the same 
thing. It’s hard not to be distracted, so I was chatting with 
one of the other parents.  I remember faintly hearing the 
crack of a bat hitting a ball and everyone and their mother 
shouting “HEADS UP!” That got my attention… but it was too 
late. I got beaned off the head with a foul ball – landed in the 
E.R. for a couple hours. Be watchful and ready. 
  

We can miss opportunities and we can get hurt when we 
don’t watch and when we’re not ready.  Jesus warned us. 
  

And that’s what Advent is all about.  It’s a time to remind 
ourselves to prepare, to be ready, and to watch, but for 
what? 
  

For most of us, especially for the kids, we’re getting ready for 
the day that signals the end of Advent – Christmas. But the 
birth of Christ happened some 2000 years ago and we 
weren’t there.  We really can’t experience the birth of Christ 
any more than we can experience Lincoln delivering the 
Gettysburg Address. All we can do is read about it and study 
it. 
  

We can enter into prayer with the nativity but we aren’t going 
to experience it the way Mary, Joseph and the shepherds 
did. It was a unique moment in history and we weren’t there. 
We can’t get ready for something that’s already happened. 
  

Certainly, we can get ready for Christ’s second coming and 
we should. But again, that’s something that’ll happen 
sometime in the future. We don’t know when so we need to 

 be always ready. 
  

But there is a third coming of Christ that we sometimes 
neglect.  It’s the coming of Christ every day of our lives. The 
Lord calls us every day in the Eucharist and the other 
Sacraments.  He beckons us to follow him daily in the 
Sacred Scripture.  He calls us to spend time with him in 
prayer. We need to watch for those invitations and be ready 
to respond. 
  

Although we’re getting ready to celebrate, in a liturgical way, 
the beginning of Christ’s life, today’s Gospel comes toward 
the end of His life, on the way to Jerusalem and the cross.   
  

“Be watchful and ready.” That’s what he told the people on 
his way to the cross. 

  

The sad part is, The Son of God was there walking among 
them. The Messiah that they’d waited generations for was 
among them and the people didn’t recognize Him. They 
weren’t ready for the Son of God to be a carpenter.  They 
weren’t watching for the Messiah to come from 
Nazareth.  There were all kinds of reasons they didn’t 
recognize him.   “Be watchful and ready.” 
  

St. Paul was like that. When he was still called Saul, and 
certainly before he was a saint, he was on the road to 
Damascus. He was going to persecute the Christians who 
lived there. Suddenly, he was knocked to the ground and 
heard a voice call to him “Saul, Saul why are you 
persecuting me?” 
  

 “Who are you Lord?”  
  

“I am Jesus whom you persecute.” Notice what Jesus said, 
“I am Jesus whom you persecute.”  He didn’t say “I am 
Jesus and you’re persecuting my people” or “I am Jesus and 
when you persecute them it’s like persecuting me.” No, he 
said “You are persecuting me!” This was the beginning of 
Paul’s understanding.  When we are baptized, we’re 
baptized into Christ.  As Paul would say later in his life, “It is 
no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.” 
  

We are made in God’s image and likeness. I am – you are. 
We need to see God, see Christ in each other. We will, if 
we’re watching, if we’re ready, if we can shed our 
preconceptions and prejudices. 
  

We have to be ready to see Christ. 
 In the disheveled, alcoholic reeking of urine asking us 

for spare change. 
 The elderly dementia patient in the nursing home who 

thinks she’s at the bus stop 
 The mentally Ill person claiming to be Julius Caesar (I 

actually met this one) 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

 

 The immigrant who doesn’t look like us, talk like us or 
live like us. 

 The unborn 
 The death row inmate living without hope 
  

Every single day Jesus Christ comes to us, if we’re 
watching, if we’re ready, if we’re paying attention. But all too 
often we don’t see his presence in this way. However, all we 
have to do is remember that Jesus was once 
homeless.  People thought He was crazy. He didn’t think he 
was Julius Caesar but he did claim be the Son of God. He 
had that funny Galilean accent. He was on death row. 
  

It’s not easy to love someone that smells or someone we 
can’t understand or that hurts us. But if we can just see 
someone made in the image of God, as we are; if we can 
see a child of God that’s been injured by life; broken by 
illness; beaten down by an uncaring world, like us, if we can 
see others like that - it can make a world of difference and 
perhaps we’ll begin to see the face of Christ in new and 
amazing ways. We’ll watch for Christ in our daily lives and 
we’ll be prepared to respond. 
  

The people we run across in life should not be like Christ to 
us – they are Christ. That’s what Paul learned on the road to 
Damascus. That’s what Jesus told us in Matthew’s Gospel… 
  

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and 
you visited me.” Whatever you did for one of these, the least 
of my people, you did it for me.” 
  

We can’t go on living our lives saying “I am made in the 
image of God, but HE isn't – not HER – not THAT ONE. 
  

Let’s not be the one out in left field never paying attention, 
never recognizing our opportunities. Let’s not get beaned off 
the noggin because our head isn’t in the game. Most of all 
let’s not let anyone else get hurt, or go hungry, unvisited, or 
be unwanted because we don’t recognize who it really is that 
needs us.   
  

Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of Christ. And it 
doesn’t matter which coming of Christ we’re talking about, 
because if we keep our heads in the game, we’ll be ready to 
celebrate Christmas and we’ll be ready whenever Christ 
comes again, and with Christ we can say from our hearts, 
“Rejoice the Kingdom of God is among you” 

 
 

 
 

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
September 11, 2022.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.   

  
 
 
 

  

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Paolo Lusha 

Mason Lusha 
Crew Edwin Horner 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
St. Francis of Assisi 

Eamonn Joyce 
Quinn Czolada 

Emma Eno 
Oisin Murphy 

  

Advent Rosary Evenings… begin THIS Monday, 
November 29 at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi 
Church.  Throughout Advent we will meet weekly 
(November 29, December 6, 13, and 20).  We 

hope you’ll consider making this time a new holiday 
tradition—for yourself or with family and friends. 
 

 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Advent Giving Tree begins THIS Weekend (November 
27-28).    Gifts should be returned no later than 
December 12th for distribution.  When considering your gift 
please keep in mind the following: 
 If you take a tag from the tree, please look at it before 

you leave church to be certain that you are willing and 
able to purchase at least some of the gifts listed there.  If 
not—simply return it to the tree and take a different card 
that more suits your mindset and your budget.  If 
someone has listed a basketball, please do not 
substitute a board game.  (Seriously—this happens!)   

 Please check to see if the organization sponsoring the 
card has requested that you wrap the gift(s).  If the tag 
says do not wrap, you can still help everyone involved 
in sorting and organizing by placing your purchase in a 
gift bag so that our volunteers can easily check the 
contents. 

 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree 
to the outside of the bag or package.  The tags are 
coded by color and number and we need them back so 
that your gift reaches the correct organization and 
recipient. 

If you choose not to shop, [do not take a tag] gift cards 
(Target, WalMart, Amazon, Game Stop, Movie Passes, Fast 
Food Restaurants, etc.) and monetary donations are always 
a good option.  These can be used for any last minute 
requests for assistance that we receive (even after 
Christmas Day).  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  

 
Boy Scout Troop 138 Annual Wreath:  
Wreaths will be sold at all Masses at St 
Francis and St Clare Saturday November 
27th and Sunday November 28th. 
Traditional $18 each or 2/$30 and Premium 
$20 or 2/ $35.  We apologize for those who 

missed them last year but we have ordered plenty this 
year !!   We can also do pre-orders and delivery, please 
contact Kathy LaRosee 781-738-
5953 kathy4933@gmail.com  
 
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

November 28 ~  First Sunday of Advent 
The readings for this first Sunday of Advent stress the 
importance of having a strong and committed relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  When stress and tensions arise, or you feel 
weighed down or discouragement sets in, today’s readings 
are good reminders to remain hopeful.  They tell us again that 
we have all we need in Christ Jesus – we need to rely on him 
and follow him faithfully.  Pray for the grace to recognize the 
little signs of hope that God places before you. 
                       

The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of 
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in 
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The retreat 
is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over the 
course of twenty-four weeks.  This year the exercises begin 
on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude May 4, 
2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 12:00 noon. 
We are planning on a hybrid setting with most sessions via 
Zoom. In person meetings will be held at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish, 573 Washington Street, Newton MA.  Mary 
Ann McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the 
Spiritual Exercises.  For further information please call 617-
686-2287 or email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com. 

 

Project Nazareth is offering a free 4-week Advent series to 
help families prepare for Christmas.  It's simple! All parents need to do 
is sign up and then each week they receive the resources in their 
inbox (beginning November 21st). They also gain access to our 
Nazareth Nights, a virtual gathering for community among all Project 
Nazareth users. All you have to do is share the sign-up link (https://
bit.ly/PNAdvent) with your parents and we do the rest!  Let's 
help Advent begin at home!  
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter To support married couples 
during this time of social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some 
are on weekends and are seven sessions on weekdays from 
7:00pm to 9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual 
personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/. 
“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all.” Do you want to learn how to love your 
spouse better? Join us on the next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience. 

mailto:kathy4933@gmail.com
tel:617-686-2287
tel:617-686-2287
mailto:maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com
https://bit.ly/PNAdvent
https://bit.ly/PNAdvent


 

 

November 28, 2021 -  
1st Sunday of Advent 

Staying awake can often be a challenge, 
especially when we are exhausted. Life’s 

demands have a way of zapping every last bit of energy out 
of us. When we are tired it affects us not only physically, but 
psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our senses are 
dulled and diminished. We can overlook details, become 
disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. Getting 
sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to be 
rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we 
are psychologically exhausted, we need to understand what 
is draining our emotions and taxing our relationships. If we 
are spiritually tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in 
the arm” to put us back in touch with God. Unfortunately, 
exhaustion is seldom limited to just one part of who we are. 
When we lack energy and zeal it is usually the case that 
everything suffers. We not only are affected physically, but 
psychologically and spiritually as well. In short, when we run 
out of gas the engine stops. 
 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all 
times.” Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can 
do to us. One day pours into another and time quickly flies 
by. Any one of us can take a moment and reflect on how 
many wonderful, creative opportunities we miss because 
there is always so much “stuff” to do and so little time to do 
it. Usually these are missed moments of love, and if we are 
missing love encounters we are also missing God. 
Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes next to our 
list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by convincing 
ourselves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more 
time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is 
running out. While we may like to believe that we have an 
“eternity” of time to do all those things that require the focus, 
energy, and desire we do not currently have, we don’t. We’re 
on a limited ride and time is short. 
 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch 

you by surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on 

love and so easily justify not having all that much time to do 

so, then it seems we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of 

Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at 

Christmas-time, not in a cold manger of our heart, but in a 

heart full of love and humility, a heart so pure, so 

immaculate, so warm with love for one another.” Getting to 

this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigilance and 

discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of 

importance and what really needs to be the focus of our 

energy and time. Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that 

we can stay alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared 

for whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to 

love.  ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
One day Jesus will come back to take us home to live with 
him in heaven. So when scary things happen around us, we 
do not need to be afraid. We can stand up tall, because we 
know heaven will be so much better than this world. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, when I am afraid, help me to be brave and trust in 
you. I know heaven will be wonderful. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus coming back in the clouds, ready to 
take you to heaven. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Write down one thing that scares you. Tell God about it, and 
ask him to help you To be brave. 


