
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 83%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

My brothers and sisters, 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

I have two items to put before you this weekend as 
opportunities to help those in need. 
 

RETIRED SISTERS COLLECTION:  Each year this “Second 
Collection” holds a special place for me.  Educated by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph and having worked with many other 
women religious across the archdiocese during my seminary 
and priesthood years, I know (as most of you do) of the 
sacrifice so many nuns made for their students or patients or 
other people to whom they ministered.  If you are an 
envelope user, you have an envelope for this collection.  If 
not, envelopes are available in the rear of the church this 
weekend.  You can return them this weekend (greeters will 
be at the doors for this collection as you exit).  You can also 
take an envelope this weekend and return it in the offertory 
basket NEXT WEEKEND.  If you choose this option I would 
challenge you to offer a prater of thanksgiving and protection 
for these religious Sisters as part of your Thanksgiving table 
prayer and maybe even encourage other family members to 
add to the special envelope during the day.  On their behalf, 
I thank you. 
 

THANKSGIVING TOY DRIVE AND GIVING TREE:  The 
Annual Thanksgiving Toy Drive will be conducted at the 
8:00AM Mass on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 
25).  Please bring a new/unwrapped toy or game which will 
be presented during the offertory.  These gifts will be 
distributed to needy children in our community. 
 

One of our Advent traditions here at SFA is the Giving Tree 
which will appear in church Thanksgiving weekend.  Gifts 
should be returned no later than December 12th for 
distribution.  More details will be available soon, please keep 
in mind:  If you take a tag from the tree, please look at it 
before you leave church to be certain that you are willing 
and able to purchase at least some of the gifts listed there.  
If not—simply return it to the tree and take a different card 
that more suits your mindset and your budget.  If someone 
has listed a basketball, please do not substitute a board 
game.  (Seriously—this happens!)   If you are unable to shop 
Gift cards and/or monetary donations can be used to 
supplement the Giving Tree requests. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
In His service and yours, 

Fr. Paul Clifford 

 

Saturday, November 20, 2021  

5:30PM Nancy Leccese Anniversary 

Sunday, November 21, 2021   

9:00AM Vera Tsunis Anniversary 

11:30AM Mary E. Tricomi, Rosemarie 
Roche & Phillip D. Walling, Sr. 

Memorial 

Monday, November 22, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, November 23, 2021  

7:00AM Joannie Hill Anniversary 

Wednesday, November 24, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Thursday, November 25, 2021  

7:00AM Dick & Mary Hamel Memorial 

Friday, November 26, 2021  

7:00AM Vincent Cioffi Anniversary 

Saturday, November 27, 2021  

5:30PM Felice & Julia Zampine Memorial 

Sunday, November 28, 2021  

9:00AM Tony DeMarco Memorial 

11:30AM John M. Kelley, St., John M. 
Kelley, Jr. and Thomas Kelley 

Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  3,638.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,282.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,544.66 

Total Offertory  $  7,646.66 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

Ancient Israel was a nation unlike any other of its time and it 
wasn’t just because they worshiped the one true 
God.  Unlike the other nations, Israel had no king. It had 
leaders but it had no king. Do you know why?  Because the 
Lord was their king. 
  

But Israel wasn’t satisfied with that. They wanted to be like 
the other nations.  What were they thinking? But they wanted 
a king and over and over they asked, indeed begged God to 
give them a king.  Hadn’t they seen what those other kings 
were like? God said he didn’t think that was such a good 
idea but the people persisted and God finally relented and 
gave them kings. And for the most part it didn’t work out. 
Most of them were lousy kings. Some of them were 
downright nasty. Even the good ones were corrupted by the 
power.  Even King David, from whom we get the psalms, 
sent a loyal soldier to the front lines, making sure that he 
would die there, just so he could take the man’s wife as his 
own. Kings weren’t really working out for them. This is what 
happens when God is not your king. 
  

In the mid 1700’s King George of England began to impose 
unfair taxes upon the American colonists.  British soldiers 
were given the right to stay in people’s private homes, eat 
their food and use other property as they saw fit. Even the 
right to a trial by jury had been corrupted. America rebelled. 
Kings weren’t really working out for us either. 
  

And so, I think that we 21st century Americans have a little bit 
of trouble getting a handle on this whole Christ the King 
celebration. We aren’t used to royalty and we really distain 
the idea of being someone’s “subject.” We don’t want to bow 
down to anyone. We don’t like kings, period! 
  

Which begs the question, what are we celebrating? What 
kind of king is Jesus? 
  

It’s imperative that we know what it means, because when 
we were baptized, we were baptized into the three ministries 
of Christ, to be prophet, priest and king. We have a part in 
that kingship and we have a vocation to live but we can’t 
unless we know what it means. 
  

There is a passage from Saint Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
that gives us a clue…  Though he was in the form of God 
Jesus did not deem equality with God something to be 
grasped at. 
 

Rather he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, 
being born in the likeness of men. 
  

He was known to be of human estate,  
And it was thus that he humbled himself, obediently  
accepting even death, death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-10) 

 Our king, Jesus, though he was in fact God, gave up all the 
trappings of what it is to be God and became one of us. You 
might say, “he gave up being God.” Maybe we should try 
that. 
  

He took the form of a slave. Our king, Jesus, became a 
slave, a servant not because he was forced to but because 
he wanted to. Our king wants to serve. Our king puts the 
needs of others before his own. 
  

There is a parable in Luke’s gospel about a king coming 
home late at night and when he arrives his servants were 
waiting for him. They were ready to feed him and give him a 
comfortable place to sit and a cool drink. But what does the 
king do? He saw what faithful servants they were and had 
the servants recline and he put on the apron and he waited 
on them. In his own words Jesus tells us what a king should 
be like. 
  

Now picture Jesus in today’s gospel and we see the extreme 
to which the Lord takes his service. Standing before Pilate 
beaten, scourged, a crown made from thorns on his head, 
anticipating his own execution, facing his own death which 
he accepts in our place.  It was our punishment he endured. 
By his sacrifice our death lost its sting, by the stripes on his 
back (made a centurion’s whip) we are healed. That’s how 
much Christ the King put our needs before his own. 
  

That is our King. “Because of this God highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name about every other name, so 
that at Jesus’ name every knee must bend in the heavens, 
on the earth, and under the earth. And every tongue 
proclaim to the Glory of God the Father: Jesus Christ is 
Lord!” (Philippians 2:9-11) 
  

Now we know what kind of king we have. How do we 
enthrone him? How do we acknowledge him? How do we 
approach him? Especially since we know that we have a 
share in his kingship – through baptism. 
  

We acknowledge his kingship by imitating what he did.  By 
emptying ourselves and becoming servants, one to another. 
By recognizing Christ who is King in the faces of our 
brothers and sisters, the ones who are hungry and thirsty; 
the strangers, the naked; the ill and imprisoned. the ones 
that nobody else likes. The ones that stink, and look all 
messed up - kind of like Jesus did before Pilate. 
  

When we can recognize these many faces of Christ our King 
and approach them with love and a mind toward serving it is 
then we live out our baptismal kingship. That’s when Christ 
the King is enthroned in our hearts. That’s when the 
kingdom of justice reigns. That’s when love and peace will 
rule and that’s when His kingdom comes and his will is done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Luiza Maya Smith 

 

St. Clare 
Ryan Rose McDonald 
Lillian Bella Barton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare 
Alice Auclair 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Edward I. Hunt 

 

St. Clare 
Thomas Kelley 

Mary “Mare” Milligan 

 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

  

Boy Scout Troop 138 Annual Wreath:  
Wreaths will be sold at all Masses at St 
Francis and St Clare Saturday November 
27th and Sunday November 28th. 
Traditional $18 each or 2/$30 and Premium 

$20 or 2/ $35  
We apologize for those who missed them last year but we 
have ordered plenty this year !!  
  

We can also do pre-orders and delivery, please contact 
Kathy LaRosee 781-738-5953 kathy4933@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Readings for the week of November 21, 2021 

Sunday:  Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/ 

 Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 

 [52b]/Lk 21:1-4 

Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 

 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11 

Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 

 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19 

Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 

 74 [59b]/Lk 21:20-28 

Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 

 81/Lk 21:29-33 

Saturday: Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/

 Lk 21:34-36 

Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/ 

 Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 

 34-36 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
September 11, 2022.  To schedule a Mass or for further 

information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-

843-1332.   

NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

mailto:kathy4933@gmail.com


 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

November 21 ~ Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe     
Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?"  On this 
last Sunday of the liturgical year, a question worth asking 
ourselves today is, “Is Jesus my King?”  Is Jesus the center 
of my life?  What can I do to remain close to Jesus with him 
at the center of all that I am and all that I do?  These 
practices will keep you centered on Christ: Take time every 
day for prayer.  Make it a practice to go to regular 
confession.  Receive Christ, the Bread of Life, in Holy 
Communion at every Mass.  Reach out to others through 
some charitable action.  Begin this new year with more than 
resolve, begin it by taking these action steps! 
                       

“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness 
and mercy.  During the retreat, I realized the 
lasting impact of forgiveness.  I knew God had 
forgiven me, and now I needed to forgive myself.”–

 A Project Rachel retreat participant. The Project Rachel 
ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special 
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion 
to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. 
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. 
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, 
con ta c t  P ro je c t  R ach e l  a t  508 .65 1 . 3100 
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

 

The Nineteenth Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of 
Saint Ignatius Loyola An Invitation to Meet Christ in 
Prayer is an “at home” retreat lived in ordinary life. The 
retreat is available for Catholic adults, in a group setting, over 
the course of twenty-four weeks.  This year the exercises 
begin on Wednesday December 1, 2021 and conclude 
May 4, 2022. The group will meet weekly from 10am to 
12:00 noon. We are planning on a hybrid setting with most 
sessions via Zoom. In person meetings will be held at Our 
Lady Help of Christians Parish, 573 Washington Street, 
Newton MA.  Mary Ann McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns 
will direct the Spiritual Exercises.  For further information 
p l e a s e  c a l l  6 1 7 - 6 8 6 - 2 2 8 7  o r 
email: maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com. 

 

Project Nazareth is offering a free 4-week Advent series to 
help families prepare for Christmas.  It's simple! All parents need to do 
is sign up and then each week they receive the resources in their 
inbox (beginning November 21st). They also gain access to our 
Nazareth Nights, a virtual gathering for community among all Project 
Nazareth users. All you have to do is share the sign-up link (https://
bit.ly/PNAdvent) with your parents and we do the rest!  Let's 
help Advent begin at home!  

Join Fr. Carlos Suarez on a pilgrimage to Guadalupe January 
11-18, 2022.  Round trip air from Boston to Mexico city, 7 
nights in a 4 star hotel , 7 breakfast and dinners, English 
speaking catholic guide throughout. All entrance fees, Daily 
Mass, all taxes, surcharges and tips.  For more information 
please call  Marian Pilgrimages at 781-331-2444 or 
email info@marianusa.com, www.mariianusa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the clergy and staff of  the 

Collaborative of St. Francis and  

St. Clare of Assisi 

 

The Collaborative Office will be closed on Thursday, 
November 25 and Friday, November 26th. 
 

Have a safe and healthy holiday weekend. 

tel:617-686-2287
mailto:maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com
https://bit.ly/PNAdvent
https://bit.ly/PNAdvent
mailto:info@marianusa.com
http://www.mariianusa.com/


 

 

November 21, 2021 - Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

We often come to life expecting all of 
the pieces of the puzzle to nicely fit 
together. We want and expect 

harmony, order, and fairness, the achievement of rewards 
for good behavior, good health, and happiness. We can 
more easily accept death when it comes naturally after a 
good long life, but have a real difficulty comprehending the 
meaning of it all when it is cut short. Willing to put in a good 
measure of effort, we desire positive results. When things go 
wrong and life gets hurtful, unjust, and downright ugly, we 
become unsettled and can quickly fall into despair. This is 
especially true if we are people of faith who believe in a God 
who sees things on our terms and works in favor of our life 
agenda. What happens to our faith when we find ourselves 
sitting in a mess? 
 

Does it help to know that God understands and that 
hardship, failure, disappointment, injustice, confusion, and 
all of life’s ugliness do not make faith irrelevant or irrational? 
God is wonderfully and surprising creative! He turns the 
tables on not only our understanding of life, but of what it 
means to be a king. God sends us a king who is not exempt 
from life’s ills but embraces them. The king that God gives to 
us knows what it means to be poor, suffer insults, be 
ridiculed, face rejection, endure suffering, be betrayed, and 
face a most unjust and horrific death. This is our king. Jesus 
is not a king of prestige or grandeur but a king who brings 
light to darkness, hope to despair, sinners to mercy, and 
new life out of death. Christ dances before us pleading with 
us to hold on, cling to love, avoid being negative, stop 
feeling cheated, and be strong in faith! There may be 
hardship and disappointment now but there are more 
surprises to come. 
 

Once we understand this truth, we will also understand that 

we are on a most incredible and awesome universal journey 

to Christ and becoming one in Christ. We all carry within us 

the image of God, the image of our suffering king. The One 

who lives in us also lives in all of our brothers and sisters. 

Failing to see this universal Divine Presence in all is one of 

the greatest mistakes we can make, for we also fail to see 

God, our king, as well. There are many things that can bring 

hardship to life. If we keep our head about us and do not 

lose hope, we can persevere and strive for the greatest 

degree of justice possible. Even though there are ample 

things that can challenge our faith, we also know that our 

deepest joy comes from union with God and our brothers 

and sisters. One day, the fullness of that joy will be ours to 

have when we are all eternally one with Christ our King 

forever.  ©LPi 

 
Sharing the Gospel 
When the soldiers hurt Jesus, they were only doing their job. 
They did not understand that they were killing God's Son. 
Jesus saw into the hearts of those soldiers, and he forgave 
them. A man next to Jesus on the cross had done terrible 
things. He knew he deserved to die on a cross, and he was 
truly sorry. This criminal believed that Jesus was God's Son. 
Jesus saw into that criminal's heart, and Jesus forgave him, 
too. 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to forgive my sins, 
too. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Jesus forgave the people who killed him. He expects you to 
forgive people who hurt you, too. Think of one person with 
whom you have been angry. Ask God to help you forgive 
that person, because Jesus forgives you. 
 


