
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and 
present it to one of  the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-843-1332 

 On Hiatus 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Fr. Bill’s Place: 

 First Tuesday of the month 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Help for the Poor: 

 Pine Street Inn Society:  

(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 Karen Mc Brine 961-3460 

 E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus) 

 First Wednesday of the month 

             Lucille Barton 848-0626  

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     Parish Hall                 Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Zia Ameilia Jacquet 

Nathan Alexander Monti 
Kylee Ann Timulty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Clare 

Everleigh Cobbett 
Gianna Pereira 

 

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3.  If you 

have not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, 

please call the Collaborative Office to do so.  Prior to 

scheduling this Sacrament please be sure that your son/

daughter has made First Penance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information regarding Religious Education for all other 

grades is still in the planning stages.  Classes will most 

likely begin in January.  As soon as the details have been 

finalized an email will be sent to all families in our RE 

data base.  We will also post the information on the collab-

orative website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi Parish Annual Financial Report, 

for Fiscal Year 2021, was recently mailed to parishioners 

home addresses.  If you did not receive this mailing please 

call us at 781-843-1332 and we will send you a copy.  This 

can also be viewed on the Collaborative website 

www.braintreecatholic.org—About drop-down—Financial 

Reports. 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          October 30, 2021 
8:00AM Caroline Conboy Memorial 

4:00PM Daniel & Charlotte Mahoney Memorial 

Sunday             October 31, 2021 

7:45AM       Parishioners of St. Clare 

10:15AM Henry Young 10th Anniv. 

 Dorothy Young 15th Anniv. 

 And Michael Young Memorial 

6:00PM    

Saturday          November 6, 2021 

8:00AM Thomas Larner, Sr. and Memorial 

 John Larner 

4:00PM Patricia Melvin Anniversary 

Sunday             November 7, 2021    

7:45AM              

10:15AM Thomas Walsh 1st Anniv. 

6:00PM   John Young Anniversary 

WE ARE THE STEWARDS … 

Offertory                                                $3,850.00 

Online giving                                      $   634.00 

Total                                                      $4,484.00   
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify 

your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office 

or visit our web site. 
  

As always, we thank you for your ongoing generosity.  The 

offertory is our primary means of meeting our Parish 

weekly operational expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From St. Francis of Assisi 

Henry J. Baggs 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of 

Columbus, will be conducting their annual 

Tootsie Roll Fund Raiser for children with 

special needs the weekend of November 6 

and 7, 2021.  The Knights will be at the 

entrances of the church after weekend Masses to accept 

donations.  Please be as generous as possible. 



trying to trip him up and get him to say something they 

could use against him. They were the judge and jury. 
  

Of course, Jesus wasn’t intimidated by their queries, he was 

always ready. Which raises this question: Are we ready 

when we are tested? Do we have what it takes to defend our 

Catholic faith? Others certainly have that ability and the 

courage to defend and explain theirs. In fact, they are so 

confident in their knowledge they often try to convert us. 
  

Listen to what Peter (the first Pope) had to say, “Always be 

ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for your hope.” (1 Peter 3:15) 
  

We have an obligation to always be ready.  If we’re always 

ready, then we won’t be led astray and we may in fact lead 

someone else, even someone with the most hardened heart, 

to the truths of the Church. 
  

Sometimes we think that we’re too busy, that we just don’t 

have time to study scripture or come to a deeper under-

standing of Catholic doctrines.  You might even have trou-

bling questions yourself. 
  

There are numerous places you can go that offer answers 

and explanations to what we believe.  They may not only 

help answer your own troubling questions but also help you 

to find ways to profess and defend the faith with others. 
  

One such place is found online and is called Catholic An-

swers www.catholic.com which contains articles, videos, 

podcasts, and audio files on everything from the Eucharist 

to the inquisition. I particularly like listening to the audio 

recordings of Catholic Answers Live.  You might also find 

this website in understanding Catholic teaching. 
  

Whatever steps you take on your journey to perpetual readi-

ness, begin to take them today and become a better apolo-

gist and evangelist for the faith. 

 

 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of Boston 

 

Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats 

- November 20 
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and mer-

cy.  During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of for-

giveness.  I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed to 

forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The 

Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston ex-

tends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain 

of a past abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Heal-

ing” one-day retreat. November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. 

Locations are confidential. Limited to ten participants per 

retreat. For more information, contact Project Rachel at 

508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 31, 2021
  

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

 

I think we can all agree on at least one thing.  No one likes 

to take tests. After all, they’re nearly always administered 

and judged by someone who has some authority over you 

and who can change some aspect of your life either for 

good or for ill. 
  

When I was a student at Boston Conservatory, many years 

ago, at the end of a semester each student would have to 

perform in front of the dean, the president and the faculty 

of your department. They called it a jury! The very word 

conjures up judgement.   I don’t know anyone who looked 

forward to these juries. Even when it was over you were 

never sure if you passed or failed. All you’d get at the end 

was “Thank you.” 
  

I remember taking my son for his driving test.  After it was 

over the trooper who gave the test sat their writing in his 

book for what seemed an eternity.  My son looked at me 

and said “I don’t think I passed.”  I said “Yes you did.” 

And of course, he did pass. 
  

Many years ago, I got a knock on my door and when I an-

swered there were two non-Catholic women holding bi-

bles.  They were sent out two by two (Mk 6:7) by their 

church so that they could evangelize the neighbor-

hood.  They asked me if I went to church and they soon 

discovered I was Catholic. I think that this revelation alone 

gave them more incentive to save my soul. After a little bit 

more discussion I told them that I frequently went to the 

charismatic prayer group at Saint Joseph’s in Quincy. They 

zeroed in on that and asked “Do you pray in tongues?” 

They had me, or so they thought. 
  

They insisted, “The bible says that tongues have ceased 

therefore praying in tongues can’t be from God.” I replied, 

“actually the passage says that tongues will cease when 

what is perfect (Jesus) comes.” “But Jesus already came,” 

they argued. So, I explained that when Saint Paul wrote 

that passage people were still praying in tongues and this 

was after Jesus had been born, after He had died, and after 

He had risen and ascended into heaven. I reasoned then, 

that the passage must have been referring to the second 

coming of Christ and therefore praying in tongues was in-

deed a valid way to pray.  They left.  I don’t think they ex-

pected that from a Catholic. 
  

This isn’t unlike what happened to Jesus in today’s Gos-

pel.  A scribe, apparently well meaning, asked Jesus what 

the greatest commandment was. However, this same story 

as told by Matthew and Luke suggest a more menacing 

reason for the question. Both of those gospels tell us that 

the question was asked to “test” Jesus.  They were always 

http://www.catholic.com/

