
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 72%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are right 
in saying, ‘He is One and there is no other than he.’” 

And when Jesus saw that he answered with 
understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the 

kingdom of God.” - Mk 12:32, 34ab 
 

Readings for the week of October 31, 2021 

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/ 

 Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34  

Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 6]/ 

 1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1 or 4ab]/

 Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40a 

Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9 [5a]/ 

 Lk 14:25-33 

Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14 [13]/

 Lk 15:1-10 

Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4  

 [cf. 2b]/Lk 16:1-8 

Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5,  

 10-11 [1b]/Lk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/

 Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

 

 

Saturday, October 30, 2021  

5:30PM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Sunday, October 31, 2021   

9:00AM Gerald Palmer Anniversary 

11:30AM Mary E. Boudreaux and 
B. John Boudreaux 

3rd. Anniv. 
Memorial 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, November 2, 2021  

7:00AM All Souls  

Wednesday, November 3, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, November 4, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, November 5, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, November 6, 2021  

5:30PM Julia Downing Anniversary 

Sunday, November 7, 2021  

9:00AM Giles & Jake Parker Memorial 

11:30AM Mary F. Sullivan and 
Daniel Sullivan 

Anniversary 
Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  3,164.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  2,068.00    

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,046.94 

Total Offertory  $  7,278.94 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
I think we can all agree on at least one thing.  No one likes to 
take tests. After all, they’re nearly always administered and 
judged by someone who has some authority over you and 
who can change some aspect of your life either for good or 
for ill. 
  

When I was a student at Boston Conservatory, many years 
ago, at the end of a semester each student would have to 
perform in front of the dean, the president and the faculty of 
your department. They called it a jury! The very word 
conjures up judgement.   I don’t know anyone who looked 
forward to these juries. Even when it was over you were 
never sure if you passed or failed. All you’d get at the end 
was “Thank you.” 
  

I remember taking my son for his driving test.  After it was 
over the trooper who gave the test sat their writing in his 
book for what seemed an eternity.  My son looked at me and 
said “I don’t think I passed.”  I said “Yes you did.” And of 
course, he did pass. 
  

Many years ago, I got a knock on my door and when I 
answered there were two non-Catholic women holding 
bibles.  They were sent out two by two (Mk 6:7) by their 
church so that they could evangelize the 
neighborhood.  They asked me if I went to church and they 
soon discovered I was Catholic. I think that this revelation 
alone gave them more incentive to save my soul. After a little 
bit more discussion I told them that I frequently went to the 
charismatic prayer group at Saint Joseph’s in Quincy. They 
zeroed in on that and asked “Do you pray in tongues?” They 
had me, or so they thought. 
  

They insisted, “The bible says that tongues have ceased 
therefore praying in tongues can’t be from God.” I replied, 
“actually the passage says that tongues will cease when 
what is perfect (Jesus) comes.” “But Jesus already came,” 
they argued. So, I explained that when Saint Paul wrote that 
passage people were still praying in tongues and this was 
after Jesus had been born, after He had died, and after He 
had risen and ascended into heaven. I reasoned then, that 
the passage must have been referring to the second coming 
of Christ and therefore praying in tongues was indeed a valid 
way to pray.  They left.  I don’t think they expected that from 
a Catholic. 
  

This isn’t unlike what happened to Jesus in today’s 
Gospel.  A scribe, apparently well meaning, asked Jesus 
what the greatest commandment was. However, this same 

story as told by Matthew and Luke suggest a more 
menacing reason for the question. Both of those gospels tell 
us that the question was asked to “test” Jesus.  They were 
always trying to trip him up and get him to say something 
they could use against him. They were the judge and jury. 
  

Of course, Jesus wasn’t intimidated by their queries, he was 
always ready. Which raises this question: Are we ready 
when we are tested? Do we have what it takes to defend our 
Catholic faith? Others certainly have that ability and the 
courage to defend and explain theirs. In fact, they are so 
confident in their knowledge they often try to convert us. 
  

Listen to what Peter (the first Pope) had to say, “Always be 
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for your hope.” (1 Peter 3:15) 
  

We have an obligation to always be ready.  If we’re always 
ready, then we won’t be led astray and we may in fact lead 
someone else, even someone with the most hardened heart, 
to the truths of the Church. 
  

Sometimes we think that we’re too busy, that we just don’t 
have time to study scripture or come to a deeper 
understanding of Catholic doctrines.  You might even have 
troubling questions yourself. 
  

There are numerous places you can go that offer answers 
and explanations to what we believe.  They may not only 
help answer your own troubling questions but also help you 
to find ways to profess and defend the faith with others. 
  

One such place is found online and is called Catholic 
Answers www.catholic.com which contains articles, videos, 
podcasts, and audio files on everything from the Eucharist to 
the inquisition. I particularly like listening to the audio 
recordings of Catholic Answers Live.  You might also find 
this website in understanding Catholic teaching. 
  

Whatever steps you take on your journey to perpetual 
readiness, begin to take them today and become a better 
apologist and evangelist for the faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The St. Francis of Assisi Parish Annual Financial Report, for 
Fiscal Year 2021, was recently mailed to parishioners home 
addresses.  If you did not receive this mailing please call us 
at 781-843-1332 and we will send you a copy.  This can also 
be viewed on the Collaborative website 
www.braintreecatholic.org—About drop-down—Financial 
Reports. 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

http://www.catholic.com/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Zia Ameilia Jacquet 

Nathan Alexander Monti 
Kylee Ann Timulty 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

St. Clare 
Everleigh Cobbett 

Gianna Pereira 
 

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3.  If you have 
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call 
the Collaborative Office to do so.  Prior to scheduling this 
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made 
First Penance. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Information regarding Religious Education for all other 
grades is still in the planning stages.  Classes will most 
likely begin in January.  As soon as the details have been 
finalized an email will be sent to all families in our RE data 
base.  We will also post the information on the collaborative 
website. 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Henry J. Baggs 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace. Amen.  

 
 
 

 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of 
Columbus, will be conducting their annual 
Tootsie Roll Fund Raiser for children with 
special needs the weekend of November 6 
and 7, 2021.  The Knights will be at the 

entrances of the church after weekend Masses to accept 
donations.  Please be as generous as possible. 
 

Early Bird Special - Boston & South Shore—Men’s Prayer 
Gathering—Retreat:  St. Joseph a Man among Men 

Men, have you ever wondered about how the second closest 
human being to Jesus – St. Joseph – could help you in your 
life as a worker, father, husband, or single man?  Well, come 
to our retreat on St. Joseph!!!  As the Year of St. Joseph 
draws to a close, we are doing a half-day retreat with the 
Oblates.  Fr. Bill Neubecker will be our retreat leader. Fr. Bill 
has a devotion to St. Joseph and he has completed the 33 
day consecration to St. Joseph as per Fr. Donald Calloway’s 
recent book.   
 

Cost - $40—Date – Saturday, Nov. 6th from 8:30 to 1:30; 
Registration – 8 to 8:30 am—(lunch from 12:30 to 1:30);  
Mass – will be celebrated in the beautiful chapel at 11:30.  
To register – send a check made out to the Oblates of the 
Virgin Mary to me, (Phil Plageman), at 38 School St., Milton, 
MA 02186  
 

Please register early as we need to give the retreat center a 
head count by Monday, Nov. 1st.  Also, please include your 
email address on a separate note to facilitate further 
communications 

 

Location – St. Joseph Retreat House, 65 Father Carney 
Drive, Milton  
 

Questions – email me back at jamet@comcast.net   

OCTOBER 31, 2021 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=65%20Father%20Carney%20DriveMilton%2C%20MA%2002186
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=65%20Father%20Carney%20DriveMilton%2C%20MA%2002186
mailto:jamet@comcast.net


 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
 

October 31 ~ Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The lesson in today’s readings is clear.  Moses tells the 
people they are to “Love God with all your heart, soul and 
strength.” Jesus repeats those words and adds to it, “love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  The first part of the 
commandment is easier than the second part.  As disciples, 
we need to take the entire commandment to heart, the part 
that seems easy as well as the part that is difficult.  Let your 
words and actions this week show your love not only for God 
but also for your neighbor.  
 
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on 
Zoom.   The topic will be “Sisters Today.” If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ 
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 
information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/7) 
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding anniversaries in 
2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on 
Sunday, November 7at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Boston. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing by the 
Cardinal.  Couples can register at https://www.bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please contact 
Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org 
                        
“Project Rachel led me to a place of 
forgiveness and mercy.  During the 
retreat, I realized the lasting impact 
of forgiveness.  I knew God had 
forgiven me, and now I needed to 
forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel 
retreat participant. The Project 
Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Boston extends a special 
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion 
to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. 
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. 
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, 
con ta c t  P ro je c t  R ach e l  a t  508 .65 1 . 3100 
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future 
Saturday, November 13, 2021, 10:00 AM –12:30 PM 
REGISTER NOW for this virtual Gathering. Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Austen Ivereigh, Biographer and collaborator of Pope 
Francis, who worked with him on this book. He is a British 
writer, journalist, and Fellow in Contemporary Church History 
at Campion Hall, University of Oxford. He is author of two 
biographies of Pope Francis: The Great Reformer: Francis 
and the Making of a Radical Pope (2014) and Wounded 
Shepherd: Pope Francis and His Struggle to Convert the 
Catholic Church (2019). Austen collaborated with Pope 
Francis on his vision for a post-Covid world: “Let Us Dream: 
The Path to a Better Future.”   
 

Rev. J. Bryan Hehir will offer a brief Commentary following the 
speech.  Also featuring MC Sullivan, RN, MTS, JD, Chief 
Healthcare Ethicist, Archdiocese of Boston, who will lead a 
reflection on “Lessons from a Pandemic: what and how we 
can do better as a community of faith.” 
 

Mass with a homily by Cardinal Seán, concelebrated with 
Father Phong Pham. 
 

To Register for this free event and to find out more about the 
Convocation and the Archdiocesan Social Justice Ministry, go 
to www.bostoncatholic.socialjusticeministry.org or write 
to socialjustice@rcab.org. 

Serving the Spiritual Needs 
of Grieving Parents Whose 

Children of any Age Have Died by 

Any Cause,  

No Matter How Long Ago. 
  

Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific.  Focusing 
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help 
tremendously.  Please join us.  All are welcome. 
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021 
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA.  For more information 
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to 
www.emfgp.org. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Xaverian Brothers, 800 Clapboardtree Street, Westwood, MA  
is conducting Open Houses on Sunday, October 31  from 
9:00AM—12:00PM (in-person) and Tuesday, November 9 
from 6:00—7:00PM (Virtual).  For more information visit 
eee.xbhs.com or call 781-326-6392 

mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/anniversary-mass
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/anniversary-mass
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
http://www.bostoncatholic.socialjusticeministry.org/
mailto:socialjustice@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 31, 2021 - 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Centuries of God’s devoted people have found this prayer 
on their lips: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone!” The fundamental prayer has been laid as the 
cornerstone of many spiritual lives. Where did you learn how 
to pray or did you? Maybe there is a wisdom figure in your 
life who inspired and guided you by the genuine, holy 
simplicity of their lives. His or her example may have led you 
to God and taught you how to pray. Or perhaps you 
discovered this art on your own after stumbling over yourself 
enough times and finally realizing it was time to reach out to 
Someone greater than yourself. There is a timeless truth that 
we not only tend to forget, but may have never learned. 
There is only one God, the Lord alone! As a result, we often 
worship other gods rather than the One true God. Everything 
in our life gets distorted and we find ourselves lost and off 
center. 
 

If we haven’t learned it yet, there is a life lesson at the top of 
all of the possible lessons to be learned. There is One True 
and Eternal God who alone has a solitary claim on us and 
must be loved with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Until we learn this primary lesson, we run the risk of getting 
distracted and sidetracked. We will also never really figure 
out what is at the heart of the relationships we share with the 
other human beings on this planet with whom we share life. 
That one primary lesson will teach us the second most 
valuable lesson: that we must love our neighbor as 
ourselves. You cannot have one without the other. The 
presence of God in the core soul of each one of us requires 
that all of our relationships work together. This truth is at the 
heart of the Gospel. 
 

If every human being, each in their own way, could stumble 
upon and genuinely embrace this truth, look how different 
life would be! Our priorities will immediately shift from “I and 
me” to “us and we” and we will develop a more inclusive 
vision for our brothers and sisters. Concerned not only about 
my own wellbeing and happiness but also that of our 
brothers and sisters, humanity stands a chance at 
succeeding in the struggle with injustice, abuse, inequity, 
violence, war, entitlement, and privilege.  It seems that 
getting to this point has been at the heart of the Gospel and 
the kingdom of God from the moment Jesus first started to 
preach. It’s a wonder why, then, why so many centuries 
later, we have still failed to achieve his vision. Maybe we just 
haven’t learned our primary lessons yet.  ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
The man in today's Gospel reading was a scribe. It was his 
job to write out copies of God's word. Many of the scribes did 
not care for Jesus, but this one man really understood the 
heart of God's law-love. To love God and to love others is 
more important than anything else. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help us to love you and love others the way you 
want us to. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of the scribe talking to Jesus. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Pretend you are a scribe. Copy Mark 12:32-33 in your own 
handwriting. Hang it up in a place where you will read it 
every day. 


