
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT83 %. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” The blind man replied to him, “Master, I want 
to see.” Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has 

saved you.” Immediately he received his sight and 
followed him on the way. - Mk 10:51-52 

 
Readings for the week of October 24, 2021 

Sunday:  Jer 31:7-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/

 Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17/Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab,  

 20-21 [21a]/Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3,  

 4-5, 6 [3a]/Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30/Ps 13:4-5, 6 [6a]/ 

 Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/ 

 Lk 6:12-16 

Friday: Rom 9:1-5/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/

 Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/ 

 Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18 [14a]/ 

 Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/ 

  Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34 

 

 

Saturday, October 23, 2021  

5:30PM Chester Daiute Anniversary 

Sunday, October 24, 2021   

9:00AM John “Mac” McGrath Anniversary 

11:30AM Daniel Crimmins Memorial 

Monday, October 25, 2021 

7:00AM Agatha Musgrove Memorial 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021  

7:00AM Frances Murphy Whelan Memorial 

Wednesday, October 27, 2021  

7:00AM Kathleen, Mark and  
Joshua Dutezak 

Healing 

Thursday, October 28, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, October 29, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, October 30, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, October 31, 2021  

9:00AM Gerald Palmer Anniversary 

11:30AM Mary E. Boudreaux and 
B. John Boudreaux 

3rd. Anniv. 
Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  4,690.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,429.00    

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,046.94 

Total Offertory  $  8,165.94 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
It seems that in sacred scripture we often see people or 
crowds of people preventing others from coming to Christ. 
We see it in this morning’s Gospel, a blind man calling out to 
Christ for mercy. But the crowd lining the “parade route” as 
Jesus is going by, try to quiet the poor man.  After all he was 
a beggar and a blind one at that. Either he or perhaps his 
father must have greatly sinned for this calamity to befall 
him. Surely someone as important as Jesus wouldn’t want 
anything to do with someone like that. Certainly the people 
that made up the crowd wanted nothing to do with him. 
Nobody wanted to be his friend. 
  

Fortunately he was persistent and cried out all the more and 
Jesus heard him. Boy, did the people change their tune then. 
“Take courage” they said to him as though they were always 
on his side.  A bunch of fakes! 
  

You can find this kind of behavior in other places in scripture, 
even by the apostles, the very ones charged with bringing 
people to Jesus. 
  

Parents were bringing their young children to Jesus so that 
he could touch them.  Apparently they had come to believe 
that being touched by Jesus was to be touched by God. Who 
wouldn’t want their child to be touched by God?  
  

Well the apostles didn’t want anyone to disturb their 
master.  They were the gatekeepers and no one was getting 
past them, not even a little child.  Like W. C. Fields saying 
“Go away kid, ya bother me” they shooed them away and it 
didn’t sit well with Jesus. He quickly rebuked them. “Let the 
Children come to me and do not prevent them.” (Mt 19:13) 
  

Let the little children come and let all the children of God 
come to Jesus. Let the blind man come, the deaf, the 
leprous, the sinner, the beggars, and the friendless. Let them 
all come and do not prevent them.  He’s talking to us. 
  

At any time in our lives we can find ourselves in that crowd, 
doing or saying something that might prevent someone from 
coming to Christ. Just because we profess to be Christians 
doesn’t mean that, like the Apostles, we can’t get in the way 
of someone’s salvation.  It’s something we need to guard 
against. None of us, I hope, want to be the reason for a 
brother or sister to turn away from Christ. 
 

Also, at any time in our lives we might be more 
like Bartimaeus, the poor blind beggar calling out for mercy. 
We have to be careful not to be swept away with the crowd;  

not to be misled by strange new teachings. What prevents 
us from following Christ? Is it really a crowd of people? It can 
be. Or it can be ideologies that, on the surface, look good to 
us and draw us in. It can be the distractions from our jobs or 
schools that pull our attention away from what is holy. But 
let’s be like Bartimaeus and not let the crowd quiet us or 
sweep us away. Call out to Christ all the more and the 
Lord.  He will hear and hold out his hand to us and like Peter 
sinking into the sea Jesus will lift us up, save us from 
drowning in whatever it is that crowds us out. And like the 
blind beggar we'll see clearly with our eyes and hear God’s 
word unmistakably with our ears and praise Him 
unreservedly with our lips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today is World Mission Sunday.  We celebrate this day by 
remembering our baptismal call—to bring the Gospel to all!  
The collection today for the Society of the Propagation of the 
Faith supports the work and witness of the Mission Church, 
as it provides for priests, religious and lay leaders who offer 
the Lord’s mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Pope’s missions.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 

Please join us this Monday for the final October Holy 
Rosary, at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.  

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Kinsley Dillon Grant 

Bridgette Shelagh Polson 
Danielle Patricia Smith 
Declan Joseph Walsh 

 

St. Clare 
Diana Grace Ryan 

Gianna Marie Walsh 

Congratulations to the following young people who were 
confirmed on Thursday at St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi!  
Please keep them in your prayers.  
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Colleen Archdeacon, Conor Archdeacon, Brianna Arnstein, 

Lilliana Baszkiewicz, Kieleigh Bulman, Gianna Campanale, 
Mia Capaccioli, Kelly Cardello, Lisa Cardello,  
Camden Carter, Lily Carver, Michael Clancy,  

Caroline Clougher, Drew Coady, Justin Conrad,  
Matthew Cox, Ryan Curtin, Stephen Dedalonis,  

Ava Doherty, John Doherty, Rory Donahue,  
Jack Framer, Nicholas Fasano, Keelan Feighery,  

Alexander Fernandes, Martin Finnerty, Meghan Fleming, 
Makenzie Fowler, Lucy Gately, Amanda Glynn,  

Cameron Grieve, Jason Handrahan, Thomas Hayward,  
Aiden Howlett, John Ictech, Sandra Ictech,  
Brendan Joyce, Kyleigh Lydon, Clara Keka,  
Anna Kelly, Ellen Losordo, Kara Madeiras,  

Gabrielle Mazzini, Shae McDonough, Allison Melo,  
Gianvito Montillo, Silvia Montillo, Molly Muldoon, 

Cassandra Naughton, Joshua Norton, Ella O’Doherty, 
Michael Olivieri, Aine O’Shea, Daniel O’Shea,  

Jack Paula, Greyson Prado, Elizabeth Reardon,  
Isabelle Roy, Juma Salazar, Kaitlyn Seibert,  

Juliana Summers, James Tellier, Lionel Tibazarwa, 
Christopher Utley, Anthony Varrasso and Braydon Walorz 

 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of your love.  Send forth your Spirit and they 
shall be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth. 

 
 
 

 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3.  If you have 
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call 
the Collaborative Office to do so.  Prior to scheduling this 
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made 
First Penance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information regarding Religious Education for all other 
grades will be forthcoming in the next few weeks.  As soon 
as the details have been finalized an email will be sent to all 
families in our RE data base.  We will also post the 
information on the collaborative website. 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Mary Durfee 
Gregoria Ilagan 
Mary L. Caton 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace. Amen.  

OCTOBER 24, 2021 



 

 

Serving the Spiritual Needs 
of Grieving Parents Whose 

Children of any Age Have Died 
by Any Cause,  

No Matter How Long Ago. 
 

Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific.  Focusing 
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help 
tremendously.  Please join us.  All are welcome. 
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021 
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA.  For more information 
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to 
www.emfgp.org. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Xaverian Brothers, 800 Clapboardtree Street, Westwood, 
MA  is conducting Open Houses on Sunday, October 31  
from 9:00AM—12:00PM (in-person) and Tuesday, 
November 9 from 6:00—7:00PM (Virtual).  For more 
information visit eee.xbhs.com or call 781-326-6392 
 
Early Bird Special - Boston & South Shore—Men’s Prayer 

Gathering—Retreat:  St. Joseph a Man among Men 
Men, have you ever wondered about how the second closest 
human being to Jesus – St. Joseph – could help you in your 
life as a worker, father, husband, or single man?  Well, come 
to our retreat on St. Joseph!!!  As the Year of St. Joseph 
draws to a close, we are doing a half-day retreat with the 
Oblates.  Fr. Bill Neubecker will be our retreat leader. Fr. Bill 
has a devotion to St. Joseph and he has completed the 33 
day consecration to St. Joseph as per Fr. Donald Calloway’s 
recent book.   
 

Cost - $40—Date – Saturday, Nov. 6th from 8:30 to 1:30; 
Registration – 8 to 8:30 am—(lunch from 12:30 to 1:30);  
Mass – will be celebrated in the beautiful chapel at 11:30.  
To register – send a check made out to the Oblates of the 
Virgin Mary to me, (Phil Plageman), at 38 School St., Milton, 
MA 02186  
 

Please register early as we need to give the retreat center a 
head count by Monday, Nov. 1st.  Also, please include your 
email address on a separate note to facilitate further 
communications 

 

Location – St. Joseph Retreat House, 65 Father Carney 
Drive, Milton  
 

Questions – email me back at jamet@comcast.net                          

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
 

October 24 ~ Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Jesus asks Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?" 
The answer seems obvious and the question 
unnecessary.  However, it really is a question about the blind 
man’s faith.  Bartimaeus asked for sight, believing that Jesus 
would heal him.  Hear Jesus ask you that question 
today.  What do you want Jesus to do for you?  Be honest, 
ask Jesus. . . Put your trust in Jesus. . . listen to Jesus answer 
you!      
 

Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats - 
November 20 
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and 
mercy.  During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of 
forgiveness.  I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed 
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The 
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends 
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past 
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day 
retreat. November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are 
confidential. Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more 
information, contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 
 

 
Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future 
Saturday, November 13, 2021, 10:00 AM –12:30 PM 
REGISTER NOW for this virtual Gathering. Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Austen Ivereigh, Biographer and collaborator of Pope 
Francis, who worked with him on this book. He is a British 
writer, journalist, and Fellow in Contemporary Church History 
at Campion Hall, University of Oxford. He is author of two 
biographies of Pope Francis: The Great Reformer: Francis 
and the Making of a Radical Pope (2014) and Wounded 
Shepherd: Pope Francis and His Struggle to Convert the 
Catholic Church (2019). Austen collaborated with Pope 
Francis on his vision for a post-Covid world: “Let Us Dream: 
The Path to a Better Future.”   
 

Rev. J. Bryan Hehir will offer a brief Commentary following the 
speech.  Also featuring MC Sullivan, RN, MTS, JD, Chief 
Healthcare Ethicist, Archdiocese of Boston, who will lead a 
reflection on “Lessons from a Pandemic: what and how we 
can do better as a community of faith.” 
 

Mass with a homily by Cardinal Seán, concelebrated with 
Father Phong Pham. 
 

To Register for this free event and to find out more about the 
Convocation and the Archdiocesan Social Justice Ministry, go 
to www.bostoncatholic.socialjusticeministry.org or write 
to socialjustice@rcab.org. 

https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=65%20Father%20Carney%20DriveMilton%2C%20MA%2002186
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=65%20Father%20Carney%20DriveMilton%2C%20MA%2002186
mailto:jamet@comcast.net
http://www.bostoncatholic.socialjusticeministry.org/
mailto:socialjustice@rcab.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 24, 2021 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
When we see God with true sincerity of heart and God 
passes us along our way, it is only then that we will be able 
to cry out, “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me!” We have 
to truly want to be healed by, and in union with, God in order 
for us to reach out to him. If God is only an abstract idea, 
theory, or someone found in the pages of a book, there is no 
motivation for a relationship and no desire to seek him. God 
needs to be real in order for faith to be real. It’s all about the 
journey. 
 

St. Augustine reminds us that “to fall in love with God is the 
greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; to 
find Him the greatest human achievement.” We strive after 
many things and mercy is not always one of them. We think 
that we can find fulfillment and healing in other things only to 
discover that we are still short and empty. From the moment 
human beings were created, God has been calling us and 
seeking us. He has been walking right beside the human 
story from the minute He first breathed life into the first 
human soul. Are we able to recognize God as He walks with 
us? At some point we have to realize that there is only one 
way to satisfy the deepest longings of the human heart and 
that is in relationship with our Creator. We are called to this. 
However, we make the huge error of thinking that what we 
are hearing is coming from somewhere else. We become 
confused. Every human being would certainly profit with 
wisdom if they realized Who calls them and to Whom they 
belong. 
 

Then and only then will we realize that it is only our Divine 
Master who can give us true vision and heal us. Once we 
recognize and reach out for the merciful presence of our 
loving Maker, we will be able to see with our soul, 
understanding the true nature and depth of all things. God’s 
mercy is always available. It doesn’t matter how far we have 
strayed or how blind we become, God patiently waits to 
console us, guide us and heal us. All we need to do is desire 
Him. Once we reach out, we also realize that there is no 
greater love to be found than God’s, no human adventure 
that comes even close to the thrill of a spiritual search, and 
no human achievement even remotely as satisfying as union 
with Him. This is where we belong. This is salvation.  ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Bartimaeus may have been poor and blind, but he sure was 
smart! He had the kind of faith that made Jesus smile. 
Bartimaeus knew exactly who Jesus was-the Messiah. And 
Bartimaeus knew Jesus had the power to make him see. 
When Jesus called him, Bartimaeus left everything behind-
even his coat-just to follow Jesus. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for helping Bartimaeus see you and 
follow you. Help me to follow his example. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Bartimaeus seeing Jesus for the very first 
time. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Wear a blindfold at home, and ask your family members to 
talk to you as usual. Just by the sound of each voice, you 
know who is talking, right? Talk about how being blind did 
not stop Bartimaeus from recognizing Jesus, either. 


