ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, October 16, 2021
5:30PM

James Zampine

Anniversary

Sunday, October 17, 2021
9:00AM

Giles Parker & Jake Parker

Memorial

11:30AM

William J. Little, Sr., Miriam Little Memorial
And Brian Little

Monday, October 18, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Tuesday, October 19, 2021
7:00AM

Memorial

Robert Clifford

Wednesday, October 20, 2021
7:00AM

Julie Corcoran

Anniversary

Thursday, October 21, 2021
7:00AM

Giles Parker & Jake Parker

Anniversary

Friday, October 22, 2021
7:00AM

Nicole Levine

Memorial

Saturday, October 23, 2021
5:30PM

Chester Daiute

Anniversary

Sunday, October 24, 2021
9:00AM

John “Mac” McGrath

Anniversary

11:30AM

Daniel Crimmins

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT %.

“But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever
wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave
of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but
to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Mk 10:43-45
Readings for the week of October 17, 2021
Sunday:
Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
[22]/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or
10:42-45
Monday:
2 Tm 4:10-17/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,
17-18 [12]/Lk 10:1-9
Tuesday:
Rom 5:12, 15, 17-19, 20-21/Ps 40:7-8,
8-9, 10, 17 [8 and 9]/Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1-3, 4-6, 7-8 [8]/
Lk 12:39-48
Thursday:
Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
[Ps 40:5]/Lk 12:49-53
Friday:
Rom 7:18-25/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93,
94 [68]/Lk 12:54-59
Saturday:
Rom 8:1-11/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
Lk 13:1-9
Next Sunday: Jer 31:7-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

John Joseph Dwyer & Kristina Lynn DelPico
Offertory Envelopes

$ 3,048.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,529.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,046.94

Total Offertory

$ 6,623.94

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Honestly, Jesus must have been incredibly patient if not
completely frustrated by the Apostles. Either they didn’t
understand what He was teaching them or they forgot what
they were taught all together.
It was just four weeks ago, on the way to Capernaum, that
they were arguing over who was going to have the highest
position when Jesus came into His Kingdom. The Lord’s
response could not have been any clearer. If anyone wanted
to be first then he had to become the last and be the servant
to all. (Mk9:35)
And now, only one chapter later, John (the one whom Jesus
loved) and his brother James approach Jesus asking for the
highest places in the Kingdom. Apparently they forgot the
first lesson from the previous chapter. Perhaps they thought
that because they saw themselves as part of Christ’s “inner
circle,” along with Peter, that the previous lesson didn’t apply
to them. They certainly didn’t have a clue yet as to the true
nature of the Kingdom.
What became of humility? Is it any wonder the other ten
were a little peeved?
Still, being a very patient teacher, Jesus offers a refresher
course about what it really means to be great. “Be a
servant”, He said. No, be more than that – “Be a slave to all.”

Where does this “super” power come from? I can tell you it’s
not from the planet Krypton. It’s not from the bite of a radioactive spider or overexposure to gamma rays.
God Himself is our superpower imparting the grace that
gives us the strength to live the lives for which we were
ultimately created. It is a life in which God loves us and we
love God in return and that mutual love gives birth to a love
of neighbor and lives of self-sacrificing service. There are
times when all of us fall short of our calling. It happens to
everyone. It’s like we forget where to find grace and who it
is that gives it to us.
Feeling a little grace anemic? Need a booster shot of grace?
Here’s how you can fill your tank – no cost! Find a regular
time to pray and make it a habit. Read scripture daily. You
can do it while you’re praying and if you don’t know where to
start the Gospels from daily Mass are a good place to
begin. Here is a link. https://bible.usccb.org/readings/
calendar
Finally, and of great importance, the Lord gave us the
sacraments of the Church as a means to impart grace.
Frequent reception of the sacraments, especially
reconciliation and Eucharist are vital for a life of Grace.
Now that we’ve found it, let's use this life of grace to become
humble servants one to another not seeking out what is best
for ourselves but what is best for our neighbor.

We are not unlike James and John in this Gospel account.
We look for the big promotion, the esteem of our co-workers
and neighbors and seek out places of honor. But if we do
find ourselves in positions of authority and power, which is
not necessarily a bad thing, we need to find ways to use
those positions as servants to our communities, places of
worship, businesses, co-workers and neighbors.
And we are not unlike the other ten either. We get miffed
when someone cuts us in line or when we are passed over
in favor of someone else. We become jealous if someone
else is honored when we think it should be us. We get angry
when we’re doing all the right things and someone who isn’t
gets the advantage.
I suppose all of this is natural. It’s kind of in our DNA to want to be
special. Still, that’s not the attitude Jesus teaches. He isn’t asking
for what comes natural to us but for what is “super” natural. Jesus
is asking us to become more than what our flesh provides
for. And to do those things that go against the grain of human self
-interest.

Please join us this Monday and every Monday night during
October, the month of the Holy Rosary, at 6:45PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

OCTOBER 17, 2021



St. Clare
Brooke Elizabeth Lucia
Charlotte Sue Lucia
Brendan Michael Roth

From St. Francis of Assisi
Joseph MacQuarrie

St. Francis of Assisi
Lydia Dinsmoor
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Choir rehearsals will begin THIS Thursday, October 21st 7:00PM at St. Clare. Please use the door adjacent to the
main parking lot. For questions contact Deacon Joe at
deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com.




St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3. If you have
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call
the Collaborative Office to do so. Prior to scheduling this
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made
First Penance.

Information regarding Religious Education for all other
grades will be forthcoming in the next few weeks. As soon
as the details have been finalized an email will be sent to all
families in our RE data base. We will also post the
information on the collaborative website.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died
by Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

Cardinal Spellman, 738 Court Street, Brockton is conducting
an Open House on Thursday, October 21, 2021, beginning
at 6:00PM. Families are asked to register at
www.spellman.com/openhouse.
Xaverian Brothers, 800 Clapboardtree Street, Westwood,
MA is conducting Open Houses on Sunday, October 31
from 9:00AM—12:00PM (in-person) and Tuesday,
November 9 from 6:00—7:00PM (Virtual). For more
information visit eee.xbhs.com or call 781-326-6392

October 17 ~ Twenty-ninth Sunday in ordinary Time
Today’s Gospel gives us a glimpse at human side of the
disciples – wanting to get favored treatment and jockeying for
places of honor in the kingdom. Jesus is quick to point out
that being his follower is not about getting honored or special
treatment, but rather it means being a servant to others. As
you begin a new week, where might Jesus be inviting you to
do some service for someone that will go unnoticed by others
but not by Christ. Ask for the grace you will need to respond
generously.
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are October 16 and November 20 from 9
AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Fiat (10/20)
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic will be “Common Fears in Discerning
Religious Life.” If you are interested in attending, please
contact
Sr.
Marian
Batho,
CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.

All couples celebrating their 10 th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán
O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 7 at 2:00 PM at
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes
a vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/
anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org

October 17, 2021 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“What do you wish me to do for you?” Whether we realize it,
this is a question God is always asking. It’s an important
question because the answer we provide will reveal a great
deal about where our hearts lie. Our requests of God can
often appear very noble and altruistic. They consist of
requests for healing for someone in need of prayers,
successful resolution of a personal conflict, assistance in
overcoming a disease and myriad other desires for both
ourselves and others. We are especially concerned about
those we love and can easily find ourselves bringing their
struggles to God for a hearing in our prayer.
Is that really all that prayer is about? The woman in today’s
Gospel, having been put in her place by Jesus, was only
looking out for the wellbeing of her sons. She was doing
what mothers do, protecting and securing the livelihood of
her children. But she was sadly mistaken, her request was
not granted. We all make this same misguided mistake from
time to time. The goal of prayer is not to convince God of the
worthiness of our agenda or to gain a hearing. Sometimes
we believe that the more we multiply our prayers or discover
the right combination of supplications that we will receive
more of God’s attention. That’s not how it works. Even
though God desires to hear, know, and be an intimate part of
what is on our minds, it goes much deeper.
What we need from God is a relationship. It’s a relationship
that guides and immerses us in the very stuff of life and in
the direction of the Gospel. This relationship sees God’s
kingdom and agenda, not our own, as what is most
important. It builds the strength of character necessary to
bring God’s Gospel into a world that may not receive it with
open arms. It may cause us discomfort and suffering. We
are asked to heroically journey with God through suffering,
hardship, ridicule, and even death! Ultimately, our desire
from God must become our desire for God. It is only when
this happens that the powerful words “thy will be done” will
be found with sincerity and humility on our lips. Whatever
God wishes becomes what we wish as we see this glorious
union of wills. Our humble lives will then become powerful
witnesses, and what happens to us in God’s eternal kingdom
the result of his mercy. We become true servants and find
ourselves discovering God’s definition of success. That
definition has nothing at all to do with status, income, or
privilege. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Do you ever catch yourself being bossy? That is a mistake
grown-ups make, too. It is no fun to work or play with bossy
people. They don't honor God when they order people
around. In today's Gospel, Jesus told his friends to be kind,
not bossy. God wants us to help and serve other people.
Prayer
Dear God, when I want to get my own way, help me to stop.
Show me ways I can help other people instead.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself being bossy. Then draw a picture
of yourself being helpful.
Mission for the Week
Invite a friend over to visit, and think of ways to serve her.
Hang up her jacket, offer her something to eat, and ask her
what she would like to do. Share your best toys with her, and
let her have the first turn.

