ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, October 9, 2021
5:30PM

Paul O’Reilly and
Joseph & Anna Dunlea

Anniversary
Memorial

Sunday, October 10, 2021
9:00AM

Benjamin Venuti

Memorial

11:30AM

Sam & Mary Dentino

Memorial

Monday, October 11, 2021
7:00AM

Colleen Whalen Berman and
James J. Whalen

Memorial

Tuesday, October 12, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, October 13, 2021
7:00AM

John Hill

Anniversary

Thursday, October 14, 2021
7:00AM

Virginia Mahoney

Memorial

Friday, October 15, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, October 16, 2021
5:30PM

James Zampine

Sunday, October 17, 2021
9:00AM

Giles Parker & Jake Parker

11:30AM

William J. Little, Sr., Miriam Little
And Brian Little

Memorial

They were exceedingly astonished and said among
themselves, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at
them and said, “For human beings it is impossible, but
not for God. All things are possible for God.”
Mk 10:26-27
Readings for the week of October 10, 2021
Sunday:
Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17
[14]/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or
10:17-27
Monday:
Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/
Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday:
Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/
Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13]/
Lk 11:42-46
Thursday:
Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7]/
Lk 11:47-54
Friday:
Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [cf. 7]/
Lk 12:1-7
Saturday:
Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43
[8]/Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
[22]/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or
10:42-45

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 84%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Monday, October
11th. Have a safe and happy long weekend.
Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,316.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,161.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 1,602.14

Total Offertory

$ 7,079.14

Good luck and Godspeed to all involved in this year’s
Boston Marathon.

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

John Joseph Dwyer & Kristina Lynn DelPico

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
“All that glitters is not gold” is an adage first penned by
William Shakespeare in the 16th century. Certain minerals,
like pyrite, may appear to be gold but are in reality worthless.
And so the phrase has come to mean: that just because
something seems to be precious doesn’t necessarily mean it
has any actual value.
We are attracted to all kinds of fool’s gold every day. We
might see glamorous TV or Movie stars on the red carpet
wearing luxurious outfits adorned with expensive jewelry and
think “that’s the reality I want!” In fact it’s not real at all. That
jewelry is almost always borrowed. They make a living
pretending they are something or someone they are not. In
any other industry they’d be called liars or frauds. But it’s
hard to resist because they make it look so much better than
what we have.
In our consumeristic society we are peddled all kinds of
goods that purport to make us better in every way possible;
fad diets and cosmetics to make us look beautiful;
automobiles with all the whistles and bells so we can travel
five blocks in more luxury than what most of the world’s
population have in their homes; vacations to exotic islands
where everyone looks like 30-year old supermodels; and
medications for every possible illness and disease, just don’t
listen to the guy speaking 100 miles per hour about all the
possible side effects including death. We’re bombarded on
every side with foolishness and lies and sometimes it’s hard
to resist. We’d all like to be rich or at least richer than we are
and so we accumulate all kinds of stuff and in the end,
although we try and do everything right, we aren’t satisfied,
we aren’t fulfilled, we’re just attached to our stuff.
We aren’t unlike the rich young man in today’s gospel. He
went to Jesus because he wanted to be sure he would have
eternal life. Indeed, he had done all the right things
his entire life. But Jesus wanted more. “Get rid of all your
stuff and give it to someone who really needs it, then follow
me.” The young man went away sad, “but I like my stuff.”
The Lord doesn’t ask everyone to give rid of all their stuff,
but we need to be at least willing to do it because if we can’t
walk away from our stuff, how are we supposed to do what is
really necessary – pick up our crosses and lay down our
lives.
Some of you might remember the Steve Martin film, The
Jerk. Mr. Martin played a big-hearted half-wit named Navin
who invented a device that would keep eyeglasses from

falling down the bridge of someone’s nose. It made him rich
beyond his wildest dreams but it also made everyone who
used it cross-eyed. After all the lawsuits he was left
penniless. As he leaves his mansion as a miserable wreck
he says, “I don’t need anything and I don’t need you!” Then
something catches his eye and he says “just this ashtray
that’s all I need… and this paddle game. The ashtray and
the paddle game that’s all I need”. As he moves he
continues to collect items and take them with him. “And this
lamp, that’s all I need…and this remote…and this chair…
and these matches.”
The scene ends with Navin slowly walking down the street,
dejected, his hair disheveled, wearing a bathrobe with his
pants around his ankles, and his arms full of the items he
couldn’t bear to leave behind – all worthless.
We can’t follow Christ like Navin; still tethered to stuff that
does us no good.
If we don’t want to go away sad, then at the very least, we
need to give up our attachments to the created things
around us so that we’re able to be bound to the creator and
not the created.
On October 1, 1979 I was blessed to be on Boston Common
for Mass celebrated by Saint Pope John Paul and he
preached on this very Gospel. He repeated something a
number of times. In fact these words are the only ones I
remember from that day, but I think it’s the most important
message so I will end with a quote from that homily and
hope it touches all of you the way it touched me.
“Do not go away sad. Follow Christ!”

Please join us this Monday and every Monday night during
October, the month of the Holy Rosary, at 6:45PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

OCTOBER 10, 2021



St. Clare
Gwenevere Carolyn Elizabeth Collier
Owen Michael Sullivan




From St. Francis of Assisi
Luke Nguyen
Alexander Kennedy
From St. Clare
Alex Jeske
Oliver Mankowski

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

Emails were sent out last past week to those families who
have a child in grade 11 regarding Confirmation. If you have
a family member in this category who did not receive this
email, please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.
Confirmation ceremonies have been scheduled as follows:
Saturday, October 16—12:00PM at St. Francis
*Saturday, October 16—2:00PM at St. Francis
*Saturday, October 30—1:00PM at St. Clare
* Limited availablilty

St. Francis of Assisi
John J. Lydon, Jr.
Nancy Cavallini
St. Clare
Francis X. Kelley
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3. If you have
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call
the Collaborative Office to do so. Prior to scheduling this
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made
First Penance.

Choir rehearsals will begin on Thursday, October 21st 7:00PM at St. Clare. Please use the door adjacent to the
main parking lot. For questions contact Deacon Joe at
deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com.

Information regarding Religious Education for all other
grades will be forthcoming in the next few weeks. As soon
as the details have been finalized an email will be sent to all
families in our RE data base. We will also post the
information on the collaborative website.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died
by Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

Cardinal Spellman, 738 Court Street, Brockton is conducting
an Open House on Thursday, October 21, 2021, beginning
at 6:00PM. Families are asked to register at
www.spellman.com/openhouse.
St. Sebastian’s School, 1191 Greendale Avenue, Needham,
MA is conducting an Open House on Thursday, October 7,
2021 at 5;:30PM. St. Sebastian’s is a Catholic Independent
School enriched by all faith traditions serving boys in grades
7-12. For more information go to www.stsebs.org/visit or
call 781-247-0125.
Xaverian Brothers, 800 Clapboardtree Street, Westwood,
MA is conducting Open Houses on Sunday, October 31
from 9:00AM—12:00PM (in-person) and Tuesday,
November 9 from 6:00—7:00PM (Virtual). For more
information visit eee.xbhs.com or call 781-326-6392

October 10 ~ Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time
The rich young man in today’s gospel is like many of us. He
knows about his faith and its teachings and finds it difficult to
commit to following Jesus because of his many
possessions. Are there “possessions” you hold onto, such as
relationships or ways of thinking or acting that get in the way
of you being a committed disciple of Jesus? When turning
your life over to Jesus seems impossible, remember his
words, “all things are possible with God” and trust that God
will help you to live as a disciple now!
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are October 16 and November 20 from 9
AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Fiat (10/20)
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic will be “Common Fears in Discerning
Religious Life.” If you are interested in attending, please
contact
Sr.
Marian
Batho,
CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.

All couples celebrating their 10 th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán
O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 7 at 2:00 PM at
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes
a vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/
anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org

October 10, 2021 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going
to be enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in
going above and beyond, in leaving the comfortable and
familiar, in stretching and growing, and in following a voice
other than our own. St. Teresa of Calcutta rightly instructs us
that for “love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must
empty us of self.” Being in love with God requires more than
just checking the boxes of the commandments. It requires a
sincere and unconditional self-investment. Desiring God with
our whole heart, mind, and soul means that I must also
desire a relationship with my neighbor with that same degree
of fervor.
Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are kept at
a distance and treated as objects. We cannot truly know our
neighbors, especially if they are different than us, if we keep
them in boxes and do not listen to their stories. When we
open ourselves to listen to another person’s story, we begin
to realize more how similar we are than dissimilar. Being
overly attached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas,
lifestyles, and personal needs are absolute barriers to
achieving the type of personal investment love demands.
This is why following Christ can be difficult. It is less a matter
of intellect and more a matter of heart and soul. It requires
that we transfer our treasure from an investment in tangible
secular things and move it into the Kingdom of God. It is only
the gift of wisdom and discernment that can help us decide
what to do and how to do it.
Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not
enter through the portal of a city weighed down with the
baggage it was carrying. In order to enter, the baggage must
be removed so that the animal could fit through the entry
way. The same is true for us. We carry a lot of excessive
baggage around with us that keeps us tethered to our past
histories, wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears,
and suspicions. To invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God,
do God’s work and live out our love relationship with God,
we need to shed the extra weight. While it may seem that a
lot of that stuff is necessary, it really is not. We are much
more than the things that we think define us and more
secure than we think. The more there is to hold on to and
the more that we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it
all behind. Many choose not to and walk away sad because
they are not ready to trust. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
The man in today's Gospel reading thought he was pretty
good. He had been careful to obey most of God's rules. But
he forgot the most important rule of all-love God with all your
heart, mind, soul and strength. When Jesus asked the man
to give away all he owned, the man went away sad. He loved
money more than he loved God.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to love you more than all the gifts you
have given to me.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of things that are very special to you.
Mission for the Week
Make a list of things that are special to you. If God asked you
to give away your favorite toy or game to someone who's
poor, could you do it? Be honest with God, and ask him to
help you love him more than anything.

