ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, September 18, 2021
5:30PM

Alfred & Louise Hart and
Kevin Hart

Memorial

Sunday, September 19, 2021
9:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

11:30AM

John Kyne, James Kelly,
Memorial
Thomas & Katherine Kelly,
Ellen Kelly, Margaret Kehoe and
Catherine Ego

Monday, September 20, 2021
7:00AM

Joan Clark

Memorial

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
7:00AM

Dick Hamel

Memorial

Wednesday, September 22, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, September 23, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, September 24, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, September 25, 2021
5:30PM

Frances Diauto

Anniversary

Sunday, September 26, 2021
9:00AM

Marie Reis

Memorial

11:30AM

Frances Hurley & Jenne Grasso Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 86%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,340.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,073.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 7,415.67

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all
and the servant of all.” Taking a child, he placed it in
their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to
them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my
name, receives me.” - Mk 9:35b-37a
Readings for the week of September 19, 2021
Sunday:
Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/
Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37
Monday:
Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6
[3]/Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday:
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/
Mt 9:9-13
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8
[1b]/Lk 9:1-6
Thursday:
Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b
[cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7-9
Friday:
Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday:
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab,
13 [cf. 10d]/Lk 9:43b-45
Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14
[9a]/Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Music Director
We will have one more week for “official” sign up for the new
collaborative choir. We have a good core group of people
right now but we still have needs. It is essential, at this time,
that more men step up to the plate and try their hand (or
vocal chords) at singing in the choir. A few more men as
tenors and basses will round out the choir very nicely.
Lest there are any young people who think that we are only
looking for older adults, this is absolutely not true. In fact,
we are very eager to find young people of high school or
college age who like to sing. The truth is, as choir members
age, retire, and fall ill, most directors are desperate to recruit
young people. If we don’t, the great tradition of Catholic
Church choirs could be lost and what a tragedy that would
be. I know that we have young people in our collaborative
parishes who sing in their high school choruses or in college
choirs or would like to sing. We need you! And did you know
that singing in the choir (or playing an instrument) counts
toward volunteer hours for your school and toward your
confirmation requirements?
Please sign up after Mass this week. The signup sheet is on
the cantor’s stand or if you would like to talk to me I can be
available after the 4PM Mass on Saturdays at St. Clare and
after the 11:30 Mass at St. Francis. You can also reach me
by email at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com or call me at St.
Francis rectory.
This week’s Gospel
In today’s Gospel, the Lord is teaching His disciples about
humility, service, and the truth about power and wealth. His
followers already believed that He was the Messiah, the
Anointed One, and the Christ. But their understanding of
what that meant was lacking. They were still viewing things
through an earthly lens, with a false understanding of what
the Messiah was really supposed to be and what He would
accomplish in God’s plan.
The Apostles knew that a revolution was coming. They
knew that Jesus was going to come into His glory. What
they didn’t understand, at least fully, was that the revolution
would be a spiritual one and that that to enter His glory
Jesus would have to suffer humiliation, torture and death on
a cross. Earlier in the reading Jesus tells them exactly that,
but they didn’t want to hear it.
The disciples were still holding onto the idea of an earthly
messianic kingdom where Jesus would defeat the Romans

and would take His throne in Jerusalem. As His close
followers they fully expected to be given positions of
authority, power and make them rich men. And as they
traveled they discussed or perhaps argued about who would
get what position and who would be the greatest.
Jesus asked what they were talking about, although He
already knew, but the disciples remained silent, probably too
embarrassed to tell Him. It was a good teaching moment. “If
you want to be first, make yourself last and be the servant of
all.” Then He placed a child in their midst. “Whoever
receives one child such as this in My name, receives
Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but the One
who sent Me.”
Why a child? Is it because of their innocence? I have a fiveyear old grandson at home. Innocence is not always his
strong suit.
It’s hard for us to fathom this, since over the last 100 years
or so our society has become so child-centric. But at the
time of Christ it wasn’t this way at all. Children had
absolutely no status in society. They had no use. Their
position in that culture was equivalent to a slave – they were
non-persons. They had no power, no rights, no nothing!
They were as low on the totem pole of ancient civilization as
you could get. And Jesus, going against the grain, teaches
that these are the very ones we are to embrace. To serve
them and those like them is exactly how we are to serve
Christ and therefore the Father.
Who are the lowest of the low in our culture? Who is it that
has the least power? Who is it among us that we don’t even
notice as we walk down the street? Perhaps we can look at
the resident in the nursing home who has no one to visit or
the homeless alcoholic laying in his own filth on our city
streets or women and children enslaved by human
trafficking. It is the women of Afghanistan who can no longer
drive, hold jobs and literally can’t show their faces in public
must cover themselves in black from head to toe.
The powerless and so called insignificant are all around us.
If we do not embrace them and bear their crosses with them
then we aren’t serving Christ or the Father. May the Lord,
who opened the eyes of the blind, open our eyes that we
may see as He sees and serve those who He would serve.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021



St. Clare
Delilah Mary Traft



St. Francis of Assisi
Flynn O’Toole
who will receive the sacrament at the
9:00AM Mass this Sunday
St. Clare
Ryan Fennell
Thomas Fisher
Gavin Flynn
Matthew Kane
Milana Macarelli
Cameron Naumann
Logan Needle

St. Francis of Assisi
Della Mele
Maureen Mackenrodt
Michael G. Slyva
Susan Kostinieris
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

September 19 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In today’s Gospel Jesus called the Twelve, and said
to them, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be
the last of all and the servant of all.” Taking a child,
he placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around
it, he said to them, “Whoever receives one child such
as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent me.”
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will help hungry
children feel the arms of Jesus around them.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are
on weekends and are seven sessions on
weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples will explore
their individual personality styles, improve listening and
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a
priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit
them at https://wwmema.org/. “But the wisdom from above
is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of
mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or
insincerity.” Fill your marriage with peace and love. The
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences near you
are found on the website.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died by
Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

You are cordially invited to attend the Prayer Launch of 40
Days for Life Campaign THIS Sunday, September 19th, at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, Norwood, Ma. Holy Mass will be
celebrated at 6:00 pm by Rev. Michael McNamara. At 7:00
pm, speaker Steve Karlen, North American Campaign
Director of 40 Days for Life, will speak. He will share the
story of how he led the fight against the start of a late term
abortion facility at his alma mater,
Coffee will follow. There is no charge for this event. For info,
contact rita.a.russo@gmail.com or call 781-762-4391.
All are invited to participate in our peaceful prayer vigil in
front of Boston’s Planned Parenthood from September
22nd to October 31st. More information is also available
at www.40daysforlife.com.

September 19 ~ Twenty-fifth Sunday in ordinary Time
Read again the second reading from St. James. He
encourages us as followers of Jesus, to possess the wisdom
of God. He describes the fruit of that wisdom as peace,
gentleness, sincerity and mercy- virtues we all long for. Jesus
reminds the disciples in the gospel that to be first or greatest
they must learn how to be a servant to others, not in
competition with others. While jealousy and selfish ambition
exist all around us, each of today’s readings remind us to be
witnesses to a different way of living and loving. Share the
fruits of your discipleship with someone in need of God’s
wisdom!
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Fiat (10/20)
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic will be “Common Fears in Discerning
Religious Life.” If you are interested in attending, please
contact
Sr.
Marian
Batho,
CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

September 19, 2021 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
There is something about being first. Whether it be first in
line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to finish
their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos love
being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else,
gives us a sense of pride and positions us to feel better than
others. When we are first, we can glory in our efforts, skills,
and achievements. Isn’t that what really matters? After all,
we are taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay on
top, be the best at what we do, and win the praise and
esteem of others. This is the stuff that makes us successful
and provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life.
Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over
mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be first?
Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is the
opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious
about following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must
put the needs of others before our own. If we continue to
listen only to the noise of the world, we are going to continue
to believe the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in
many forms, but all have things in common: me before you,
being on top and not the bottom, us versus them, personal
security over universal harmony and peace. When are we
going to learn that always striving to be the best and first is
an empty pursuit in our struggle for happiness? While
satisfying our ego with this momentary boost of esteem may
feel good for a moment, is it what we really desire?
If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space of
sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen and see
that we are being called in another direction. What we really
desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we
lost somewhere along the way. When we can be playful,
joyful, and even somewhat carefree, life is good. We want
our relationships to work, a place to call home, and to live
peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant
can do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from selfconcern in order to be used by God. Rather than worrying
about being first and coming out on top, we can be inspired,
guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop
worrying about being first and put greater energy into feeling
joy. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Even though they were friends, sometimes the disciples
fought with each other. In today's Gospel reading, they were
fighting over who was the most important. All twelve of them
wanted to be number one-the best disciple. Then Jesus told
them a secret. The best disciple is the one who helps other
people.
Prayer
Dear God, when I am tempted to fight with my friends, show
me ways to help them instead.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself helping someone who is younger
than you.
Mission for the Week
Ask your family members how you can help each of them
this week. When you help them with a cheerful heart, God
smiles.

