ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, September 11, 2021
5:30PM

Mary Sawyer

Memorial

Sunday, September 12, 2021
9:00AM

Joan Palmer

Anniversary

11:30AM

Agnes, Mitchell & Stanley Rakoski

Memorial

Monday, September 13, 2021
7:00AM

At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples,
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” He
summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to
them, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” - Mk 8:33-34

Robert Clifford

Tuesday, September 14, 2021
7:00AM
Wednesday, September 15, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, September 16, 2021
7:00AM

Nancy Nicosia

Anniversary

Friday, September 17, 2021
7:00AM

Joseph P. Mont

Anniversary

Saturday, September 18, 2021
5:30PM

Alfred & Louise Hart and
Kevin Hart

Memorial

Sunday, September 19, 2021
9:00AM
11:30AM

John Kyne, James Kelly,
Memorial
Thomas & Katherine Kelly,
Ellen Kelly, Margaret Kehoe and
Catherine Ego

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,698.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,056.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 7,756.67

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Readings for the week of September 12, 2021
Sunday:
Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/
Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35
Monday:
1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17
[1Cor 11:26b]/Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday:
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/
Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Thursday:
1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/
Lk 7:36-50
Friday:
1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18,
19-20/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday:
1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/
Lk 8:4-15
Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/
Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald

If you have any questions and can’t catch me before or after
Mass
feel
free
to
email
me
at deaconjoemac.sfasc@gmail.com
Together we will “Sing a joyful song to the Lord!” (Ps 100:1)

I'm going to put on my music directors hat again this week
because there are two musical matters I’d like to mention in
this week’s column.
The first, is that starting next week we will introduce a new
musical setting for the Mass. There will be new music for
the Holy, Holy, Holy; the Mystery of Faith; the Amen and the
Lamb of God. To help you become more familiar with these
settings I have posted some videos on our Facebook page
“Braintree Catholic.” You can listen to the new music or sing
along with it. I’m sure you know the words!
Secondly, last week we announced the formation of a new
Collaborative Choir, with its members coming from both
Saint Clare and Saint Francis. We would like to thank all
who have already signed up, it is very encouraging to see
your response. We hope more of you will be inspired to
undertake this important liturgical ministry as well.
If you are someone who currently sings in a chorus or choir
at your school or in the community, if you have already been
in one of our choirs, or if you remember how much you
enjoyed making music with others in the past, consider
signing up this week.
With this new blended choir we will form a more robust
ensemble capable of singing a more varied selection of
music with even better results than before.
Your age doesn’t matter. If you are at least of high school
age we welcome you as we welcome back all of our
seasoned choir members.
There will have to be some kind of “audition” – NOT the
scary kind! Basically, if you can hold a tune in a paper bag,
we can work with that. The “audition” will help me to
determine what vocal part you will sing, what past musical
experience you have, and what you are capable of. All of
this helps me to get to know each of you a little better,
choose music and arrangements appropriate to the group,
and find out what kind of training I need to provide the choir
as a whole. Personally, I think this is going to be very
exciting and of great benefit to the collaborative.
At each parish over the next few weeks there will be a signup sheet for former and new choir members. It will be found
on the cantor’s stand in the front of the church. After Mass,
please go there to sign up and I’ll be in contact with you
soon.

Patriot Day
Heavenly Father, Creator of All,
You have created the
human person as good.
You have placed us in the
world as one human family,
as sisters and brothers.
We pray today for all victims
of violence across the world,
for the healing of their mind and body,
for their mourning family members,
for the repose of their souls.
Jesus, You have told us to
love our enemies,
and to pray for those
who persecute us.
Give us the strength and
courage to forgive.
Remove all lingering desire for revenge.
Holy Spirit, reveal to us
the mercy of God.
Give us the gift of Your peace
that surpasses all understanding.
Amen.
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St. Francis of Assisi
Savannah Louise Bowen
MacKenzie Marie Marriott
Daniel Peter Wightman



St. Francis of Assisi
Lena Stankiewicz
Caleigh Shields
St. Clare
Mia Alvaran

St. Francis of Assisi
Phyllis Sanders
Mary Mochen
St. Clare
Mark Delano
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

September 12 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In today’s Gospel Jesus says “Whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me.” The cross of Jesus and the crosses of his
members can evangelize us: the sick, who bear illness
with courage; the grieving, who hope against hope; the
dying, who clearly trust in the resurrection; the suffering of our poor
brothers and sisters who are hungry and homeless, but who still trust
in God’s love.
Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary need
because of a loss of a job or an illness? Please leave a message
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul…we want to help!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some
are on weekends and are seven sessions on weekdays from
7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual
personality styles, improve listening and communication
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn
how to keep their relationship a priority. Registration is
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take
up his cross, and follow me. Take time for your marriage
and learn how to be the best spouse you can be by
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died by
Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

You are cordially invited to attend the Prayer Launch of 40
Days for Life Campaign on Sunday, September 18 th, at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, Norwood, Ma. Holy Mass will be
celebrated at 6:00 pm by Rev. Michael McNamara. At 7:00
pm, speaker Steve Karlen, North American Campaign
Director of 40 Days for Life, will speak. He will share the
story of how he led the fight against the start of a late term
abortion facility at his alma mater,
Coffee will follow. There is no charge for this event. For info,
contact rita.a.russo@gmail.com or call 781-762-4391.
All are invited to participate in our peaceful prayer vigil in
front of Boston’s Planned Parenthood from September
22nd to October 31st. More information is also available
at www.40daysforlife.com.

Early Bird Special
Boston & South Shore - Men’s Prayer Gathering—Saturday,
September 18, 2021—7:00-8:30 AM—Lower church, St.
Mary of the Hills, Milton. Ministering to COVID Patients:
A Priest’s Testimony—Join us to hear Fr. Thomas
Macdonald, of St. John’s Seminary, share his experience
bringing the sacraments to COVID victims in hospitals and
nursing homes. The Covid teams were groups of priests
who lived in small, isolated groups while administering the
Sacrament of the Sick to Covid patients in hospitals and
nursing homes in the spring of 2020. The Cardinal
commissioned the teams to make sure that those suffering
from Covid had access to the sacraments. We will be
meeting in-person for the first time since the start of the
pandemic. Please plan to bring a mask in case mask
wearing in-doors is required. If you have any questions
email Phil Plageman, at jamet@comcast.net

September 12 ~ Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks the familiar question: “Who do
you say that I am?” Peter’s answer is immediate and sincere,
“You are the Christ. . .” His response arose from having
listened to Jesus and seeing his saving action. Based on your
relationship with Jesus, how will you answer that question
today? What words will you use to answer this question and
really mean it? Take some quiet time to reflect on your
answer. If you really believe that Jesus is the Christ, what
keeps you from sharing this good news with others?
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Help us reach our Catholic Appeal parish goal!
If you haven’t had a chance to make your gift to the 2021
Catholic Appeal, there is still time! Every gift makes a
difference. You can make your gift online at
bostoncatholicappeal.org or scan the QR code above.
Thank you for your support!

September 12, 2021 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
We need to get our bearings straight and properly lay life’s
cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of our journey will be
skewed, and our judgment clouded. We can recall Jesus’
famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as God does,
but as human beings do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’ closest
friends struggles with understanding things and grasping the
big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955) a
renowned and learned French Jesuit priest often has these
words attributed to him: “We are not human beings having a
spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a human
experience.” Whether they were actually from his lips, they
certainly mimic his thought. These wise words orient us and
capture the essence of who we really are.
Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no wonder
that they come to this conclusion when they predominantly
define themselves using human terms and concepts.
Immersed in this world view, they struggle finding any
semblance of God because God does not work according to
human expectations! This is especially true when suffering
and death enter life’s picture. If we are only human beings
having a spiritual experience, then we wrongly expect our
spirituality to serve us as we desire. The human expectation
is that my spiritual life is something that is useful in avoiding
pain, hardship, and death, not something that gives the
courage to live through it!
So, when we protest and get upset with God because our
journey is becoming difficult, painful, treacherous,
disappointing, and even pointing us toward death, Jesus
rebukes us as he did Peter and gently reminds us how to
see. It is God who inspires and opens hearts to see truth
and beauty. In God, the true meaning of things is
understood, and we receive a depth of insight and
understanding that is not found following purely human
paths. It is not our task to understand God, as God is
beyond human understanding. Ours is the joyful privilege of
simply resting in God’s presence simply because God is
God and we are who we are. As spiritual beings having an
exciting and adventurous human experience, it is in our DNA
to do so. Through prayer we can let go and let be. This is
how we lose our lives but then save them.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus was the king, the Messiah that God's people had been
waiting for. In today's Gospel reading, the disciples were
confused. If Jesus was the king, why
was he saying he would die soon? Jesus' friends did not
understand yet that by dying on the cross, Jesus would save
them from their sins.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for coming to save me from my sins.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus carrying his cross.
Mission for the Week
With your family, talk about what you would enjoy if you were
a king or queen. Tell how Jesus was different from other

