ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, October 2, 2021
5:30PM

Esperunda Carcione

Memorial

Sunday, October 3, 2021
9:00AM

William “Billy” Foster

Memorial

11:30AM

Joseph Cody

Memorial

Monday, October 4, 2021
7:00AM

Mary Hamel

Memorial

Tuesday, October 5, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, October 6, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, October 7, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, October 8, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, October 9, 2021
5:30PM

Paul O’Reilly and
Joseph & Anna Dunlea

Anniversary
Memorial

Sunday, October 10, 2021
9:00AM

Benjamin Venuti

Memorial

11:30AM

Sam & Mary Dentino

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 90%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 5,600.00

Offertory/Loose

$

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 8,525.67

923.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no
human being must separate.” - Mk 10:7-9
Readings for the week of October 3, 2021
Sunday:
Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
[cf. 5]/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or
10:2-12
Monday:
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/
Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday:
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8 [3]/
Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10 [15]/
Lk 11:1-4
Thursday:
Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
[Ps 40:5a]/Lk 11:5-13
Friday:
Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9
[9]/Lk 11:15-26
Saturday:
Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12a]/
Lk 11:27-28
Next Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17
[14]/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or
10:17-27

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Some of you reading this, those with grey
or follicly challenged hair, might remember something
growing up called the Baltimore Catechism.
For those of you who don’t know about this Catechism it was
something that Catholic elementary schools used to teach
religion. For me that was in the 1960’s. The format was
this: there would be a question like “Who made us?” and it
would give us the answer, “God made us.” “Why did God
make us?” and we would answer “God made us to know,
love and serve him in this world and to be happy with Him
forever in the next.” Those are the kinds of questions we
would get in the first grade.
In the second grade, when we were about to receive the
Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist for the first time, we
were asked this, “What is a Sacrament?” Good question,
isn’t it? If you never used the Baltimore Catechism, there’s a
good chance you can’t come up with an answer. Sure, some
of you can describe a sacrament and name some of them
but an actual definition is going to be harder to come up
with. Here’s the answer we learned from the Baltimore
Catechism.
“A Sacrament is an outward sign, instituted
by Christ to give grace.”
The outward sign is something we can experience with our
senses. It was given to us by Christ, who, as God, alone has
the power and authority to impart grace. And grace is that
free gift from God that makes us holy and gives us the
strength to live the kind of life Christians are called to. Some
sacraments, like Holy Orders, are vocational. So, too, is
marriage.
I remember the day I “got” married. Many of you remember
the day you “got” married or the day someone in your circle
of friends “got” married. The thing is, too often we look at
marriage this way, as something we get – one and done.
That’s not marriage.
We get the measles. We get the blue ribbon at the bake-off.
Marriage has to be more than this or Christ wouldn’t have
made such a big deal about it in today's gospel.
Marriage is more than just something we get? What if
marriage is more than something that happened to us; more
than just a legal document; what if by God’s grace marriage
is something we become?

Let me propose this. Together married couples are that
outward sign, instituted by Christ on their wedding day, to
bring God’s grace into the world. By entering into this
vocation, couples are commissioned to bring the love they
share to the world around them, by the way they live their
marriages, raise their children, treat their neighbors, care for
the needy, and worship their God.
A Christian husband and wife agree to lay down their lives
for each other in all kinds of ways, just as Christ
did. Sometimes in our marriages we find ourselves in
circumstances that seem to just suck the ever-living life out
of us. Our tanks are empty, and we’re running on fumes.
That’s when husbands and wives must be willing to give that
last drop, that last bit of what you have left inside for the well
-being of the other. Marriage is not a 50/50 proposition – it
is 100/100. It’s a give all you have relationship.
That’s what Christ did. As Saint Paul tells us He poured
Himself out for us, He took the form of a slave, a servant to
us, and literally emptied Himself of life on the cross. That’s
the kind of love sacramental marriage demonstrates - heroic
love.
Love that is patient and kind; Love that is never jealous or
pompous, that’s not inflated or rude. Love that doesn’t seek
its own interests. Love that isn’t quick tempered and doesn’t
brood over injury (it doesn’t hold onto resentments). Love
that rejoices in the truth. Love that bears all things, believes
all things; hopes all things; endures everything. Love that
never fails!
And as the Father, Son and the Spirit are an unbreakable
union, so too, marriage is a union that is meant to be
unbreakable. If in marriage we live the love described in St.
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians then love never fails.
And this is why Jesus speaks so strongly about marriage.
Because marriage isn’t just a relationship between two
people. The unity of two that become one points to the unity
of the Trinity and is a visible manifestation of sacrificial love.
Marriage is Godly, and if well-lived, it leads us to God
himself.
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St. Francis of Assisi
Shea Elizabeth McCarthy
St. Clare
Cameron Patrick Pugsley
Sarah Mary Pugsley




St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Esperunda Carcione
St. Clare
Paul Zamagni
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Please join us Monday, October 4 and every Monday night
during October, the month of the Holy Rosary, at 6:45PM in
St. Francis of Assisi Church.

The Annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast
of St. Francis of Assisi will take place THIS Sunday,
October 3 at 1:00PM on the plaza in front of the church.
Owners, pets, and pet-lovers are welcome to attend. In the
interest of safety for all please keep your pets restrained or
contained.

Emails were sent out last past week to those families who
have a child in grade 11 regarding Confirmation. If you have
a family member in this category who did not receive this
email, please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.
Confirmation ceremonies have been scheduled as follows:
Saturday, October 16—12:00PM at St. Francis
Saturday, October 16—2:00PM at St. Francis (“SOLD
OUT”)
Saturday, October 30—1:00PM at St. Clare

Reminder to the families of students in Grade 3. If you have
not yet scheduled your child’s First Communion, please call
the Collaborative Office to do so. Prior to scheduling this
Sacrament please be sure that your son/daughter has made
First Penance.

Information regarding Religious Education for all other
grades will be forthcoming in the next few weeks. As soon
as the details have been finalized an email will be sent to all
families in our RE data base. We will also post the
information on the collaborative website.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died
by Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

St. Sebastian’s School, 1191 Greendale Avenue, Needham,
MA is conducting an Open House on Thursday, October 7,
2021 at 5;:30PM. St. Sebastian’s is a Catholic Independent
School enriched by all faith traditions serving boys in grades
7-12. For more information go to www.stsebs.org/visit or
call 781-247-0125.
Xaverian Brothers, 800 Clapboardtree Street, Westwood,
MA is conducting Open Houses on Sunday, October 31
from 9:00AM—12:00PM (in-person) and Tuesday,
November 9 from 6:00—7:00PM (Virtual). For more
information visit eee.xbhs.com or call 781-326-6392

You can also use the following link to access this video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZfMlcZebTE

October 3 ~ Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Gospel acclamation in our liturgy sums up the day’s
scriptures and give us a clear path as to how we are to live
our lives. “If we love one another, God remains in us and his
love is brought to perfection in us.” Loving one another is not
always easy and sometimes requires work! Nevertheless,
whether married or single, young or old, each one of us must
take these words to heart. “Practice makes perfect” - so this
week, pray for the grace to live by these words, loving one
another as Christ loves you, with mercy, gentleness and
patience.
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are October 16 and November 20 from 9
AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Fiat (10/20)
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic will be “Common Fears in Discerning
Religious Life.” If you are interested in attending, please
contact
Sr.
Marian
Batho,
CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.

All couples celebrating their 10 th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán
O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 7 at 2:00 PM at
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes
a vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/
anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org

October 3, 2021 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Archbishop Fulton Sheen said, “It takes three to make love,
not two: you, your spouse, and God.” Apart from the
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, nothing speaks better of
God’s incarnate love than marriage. God designed it this
way. We place great value on love and rightly so. What we
fail to realize, however, is that love, its very presence and
place in our lives, is not simply part of the human package
deal. Love comes from God. It is one of God’s greatest gifts
to human beings. When we begin to realize that our very
ability to love is sacred, it changes up how we see the
essence of life, and purpose and sanctity of marriage.
God is love. It stands to reason then that if we follow the
path of unconditional, self-emptying love we will then
stumble upon God. It is precisely this intimate wedding of
God with love that gives such eloquence and honor to the
love between husband and wife. As a living sign of Christ’s
love for the Church and for humanity, husbands and wives
speak volumes of God’s unconditional incarnate love for all
of his children! The Divine power that brings unity and life to
marriage is so strong that once joined, it really cannot be
separated.
Admittedly, marriage covenants can be extremely difficult to
negotiate and, at times, very painful to experience. God’s
perfect divinity always meets our broken and imperfect
humanity. God is okay with this setup as he created it this
way. Our loving is never as unconditional as God’s and often
tainted by our own imperfections, needs, memories, hurts,
sinfulness, and weakness. All of this baggage negatively
impacts even the most well-intentioned marriages, causing
them to be hurtful and empty. We are love works in
progress. God can succeed in perfecting our love only if we
keep our eyes fixed on him as the source of that love. That’s
why marriage is always about three and not just two.
The Divine intimacy at the heart of marriage is what can
make them celebrations of great union and happiness.
Couples who are still madly in love with each other after
many years, still looking at each other with that timeless
twinkle in their eyes, best tell the story of God’s oneness
with humanity. Honor, celebrate, and support those who
have accepted a vocation to marriage. Living in a world that
easily pulls relationships apart, may they find hope and
inspiration from their faith companions who are on the same
journey! ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
In the beginning, when God created Adam and Eve, he
created marriage to be good and holy. God wanted
husbands and wives to love God and to help one another.
Because of sin, some marriages started to fall apart. Divorce
is difficult for everyone. God always wants marriage to be
good and holy.
Prayer
Dear God, help people who are married to love you and care
for each other.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Adam and Eve helping each other in the
Garden of Eden.
Mission for the Week
Pray for kids you know who have been hurt because their
parents are not living with each other. Ask God to heal their
broken hearts.

