ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, August 7, 2021
5:30PM

Barbara Conneeley and
Patrick Conneeley,
Peggy & Patrick Connolly
Mary McDonough and
John Dooley Sr. and Jr.

Anniversary
Memorial

Sunday, August 8, 2021
9:00AM

Angelo Zampine

Anniversary

11:30AM

Joseph McCarthy

Memorial

Monday, August 9, 2021
7:00AM
Tuesday, August 10, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, August 11, 2021
7:00AM

St. Clare

Thursday, August 12, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, August 13, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, August 14, 2021
5:30PM

Anne O’Brien, Hazel Hartigan
and Frank DuLong

Anniversary

Sunday, August 15, 2021
9:00AM

Ann, Mario & James Berardinelli Memorial

11:30AM
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread
that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” Jn 6:51
Readings for the week of August 8, 2021
Sunday:
1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
[9a]/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51
Monday:
Dt 10:12-22/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
19-20 [12a]/Mt 17:22-27
Tuesday:
2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/
Jn 12:24-26
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-12/Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17
[cf. 20a and 10b]/Mt 18:15-20
Thursday:
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Ps 114:1-2, 3-4,
5-6/Mt 18:21—19:1
Friday:
Jos 24:1-13/Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22
and 24/Mt 19:3-12
Saturday:
Jos 24:14-29/Ps 16:1-2a, and 5, 7-8, 11
[cf. 5a]/Mt 19:13-15
Next Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/
Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]/
1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/
1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 88%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,847.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 954.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 7,803.67

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Collaborative Office will be closing at 12:00PM on
Fridays through Labor Day weekend.

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Have you ever thought of just giving up? You’re tired, worn
out, depressed and the sky is falling. I’ve been there myself
and this is how Elijah felt sitting under that broom tree. He
was worn and weary. He had a price on his head and was
being pursued by those who wanted him dead. He fled into
the wilderness and raised the white flag. He was giving up
and he asked the Lord to take his life. The poor guy was
out of gas. He laid down and prayed that God would take
him in his sleep. It was better than being tortured by his
enemies.
But God had other plans. The battle wasn’t finished. The
pagan gods and those who bowed to them had to be
excised from Israel. Enter the angel, who gave him food for
his long journey; one that, of course, would lead to victory for
God. This food given by the angel made him strong enough
and gave him the energy to complete the task at hand.
Here’s the thing. We can either sit under a broom tree and
wait to die like Elijah or we can call upon the Lord to help us
live (even when the going gets tough).
God provides. He always does, even when it doesn’t look
that way. Scripture is full of laments about how bad things
are going. But they always end in hope. One of my favorite
passages from Morning prayer comes from the prophet
Habakkuk. It’s one of those “woe is me” episodes where he
complains to God about all that is wrong with the world. But
then in a moment of grace we hear this:
For though the fig blossom not,
and no fruit appears on the vine,

under a dark cloud, never seeing any of the sunshine that
came her way.
Contrast that with a friend I had years ago, he had cancer
from childhood. He knew it wouldn’t end well. But that kid
never complained, and always lived his life to the fullest. He
went to parties, camping trips, and retreats. He enjoyed
every minute of his life. He lived every day until he died at
21. He was an inspiration.
What caused the difference in attitude between these two
people who were both facing the end of their days? My
friend with cancer had great faith and the woman did
not. He went to Mass, Confession and Communion
regularly while she stayed home. I’m sure he had his bad
days, we all do, but he knew that those days were
temporary; that life itself is temporary. It was a wisdom he
obtained from God only through the adversity of his cancer.
“Teach us O Lord to count our days, that we may have
wisdom of heart.” (Ps 90:12)
Like Elijah, the Lord feeds us as he did my young friend, not
with hearth cakes and water but with the Bread come down
from Heaven and the Cup of Salvation, the Body and Blood
of our Lord Jesus Himself. This is the true food for our
journeys. It’s the Bread that gives us life, sustains us in hard
times, gives us hope and joy and a sharing in the divine life
of Christ so that we can go into the world to bring others to
the mercy of God and to the hope of eternal life.
The Bread we eat every Sunday is no junk food. It’s the best
food; the most nourishing food and the cause of our
delight. Regardless of what else is going on in our lives,
even if it seems like the end of the world – it isn’t. We can
take the words of Habakkuk when all seems lost and use it
as our own prayer:

Though the yield of the olive fails
and the terraces produce no nourishment,

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD
and exult in my saving God.

Though the flocks disappear from the fold
and there is no herd in the stalls,

Where there is life there is hope. And where there is the
Bread of Life there is perfect hope.

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD
and exult in my saving God.
GOD, my Lord, is my strength. (Hab 3:17-19)
There is always hope.

I knew a woman who was diagnosed with a terminal illness.
She had always been a half-empty glass kind of person but
when she got the news of her illness she acted as though
the glass was completely empty. She lived as though she
had already died. She lived three more years, relatively
healthy until the very end. But she spent those three years
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

From St. Francis of Assisi
Jaxon George McRae
Aiden Francis Shea
From St. Clare
Sebastian Oliver Deller
Ryder James Lang

From St Francis of Assisi
Connor Haugh

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

St. Francis of Assisi
Antoinette Marella
St. Clare
Thomas Byron
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.
August 8 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time: In this Gospel the love that Jesus reveals
through the symbol of bread is: self-giving,
sacrificial, healing, forgiving, in solidarity with
the weak, confident in the power of God.
During the hot summer months many of the elderly,
especially those who are sick, are not able to find relief
from the heat. Please help the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul to bring respite and hope to them.
Worldwide Marriage EncounterTo support
married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences.
Some are on weekends and are seven
sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual personality
styles, improve listening and communication skills,
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call at or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.
Jesus is the living bread. Put God in your marriage. Look
on the Worldwide Marriage Encounter website for the next
experience near you.

We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through
Sunday, January 9, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for
further information please call the Collaborative Office
at 781-843-1332.

Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died by
Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
One-Day In-Person Spiritual Retreat - August 14, 2021
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Carver, MA. Weekend InPerson Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.
Early Bird Special
Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer Gathering
Remote Meeting by Zoom—BYOC – Bring your own coffee!!
Next meeting: Saturday, August 21, 2021 7:00-8:30 AM
Travels with St. Paul – Part 2—Join us for the second half
of the Stephen Ray Footprints of God series DVD on St.
Paul. Hang on as Stephen Ray takes us on the road with St.
Paul through Israel, Syria, Turkey, Greece and Italy. Fall
from a horse in the desert, dangle over the Damascus Wall
in a basket, cling to driftwood in the sea and stride along
Roman roads – all scenes from St. Paul’s life. Please join
us, and learn about the early church, appreciate the gift of
salvation, and the Jewish roots of the Catholic Church. The
Zoom meeting link will be sent out by email a few days
before the meeting. If you want to be added to the
distribution list, email me, Phil Plageman,
at jamet@comcast.net. God bless you all.
If you plan to travel this
summer or have the
opportunity to sneak away
for the weekend, here is
something to place in your
suitcase or your smart
phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location,
visit www.masstimes.org.
When
you make your
re se rvat ion s, p le a se
remember to reserve some
time for the Lord. Summer
blessings! Be sure to call
the parish you plan to
attend to verify their
Mass times. Be safe!

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
August 8 ~ Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Elijah was ready to give up, but God would hear none of it:
“Get up and eat…” He did eat what God provided and was
able to go on. In the beautiful “Bread of Life” discourse in
today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that he is the Bread of Life “…
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I
will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” When tempted
to give up and stop trying, remember that Jesus is here, each
week, waiting to feed you with this Bread of Life. Get up and
eat! This is the Body of Christ!
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.
TRIDUUM IN HONOR OF ST. CLARE
Monastery of St. Clare, Jamaica Plain
August 8,,9,10 and 11
PRIVATE ONLY
You may mail or phone in your intentions and we will pray for
them and you at this time.
Monastery of St. Clare
920 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02131
Phone: 617-524-1760
Fax: 617-524-5205
bostonpoorclares@yahoo.com

August 8, 2021 - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The lens through which we view life makes a difference. It
also determines who we choose to learn from and what we
allow to shape our thoughts and feelings. For many, life is
simply what it appears to be, a given that either through
evolution or some other means just came to be. There is no
apparent rhyme or reason to things and things can be
dissected and understood only in terms of what they
empirically present. To the person using this lens, a tree is a
tree and a flower is a flower. Their composition and
existence can be understood only to the extent that current
human knowledge allows. Through this lens, what gives life
purpose and meaning? This lens has an essentially
unknown beginning and definite end. Once those are
accepted, the middle becomes some kind of pursuit of
happiness, with values and principles being things that are
self-created and found acceptable.
But there is a Divine lens that also exists and deserves
mention. It is found when one stumbles upon faith and
begins to see things differently. This lens is of God and
reveals a Divine Energy and Life that flows through and in all
things. Faith then shows us that all that lives come from this
one Source of Love. This is the only true lens that can give
human beings the purpose and meaning they desperately
need. From this perspective, all of life is much more than
what is immediately apparent! It now tells and reveals a
story about God generous, creative, and unconditional love!
The unfolding of the human story is the unfolding of God’s
story. What meaning our lives have when they are viewed as
a part of God’s love affair with humanity! We are indeed
special.
The lens of our faith asks us to learn from Jesus Christ.
Jesus, as the real Bread of Life, shows us our eternal
destiny and completes and frames our lives. It is only in
allowing ourselves to be taught by Jesus, that faith, hope,
and love take on much greater importance. All the
relationships in our lives are now structured and ordered
using God’s primary commandment of love. Jesus, then, is
not just some man who lived at some point in history. Jesus
is the incarnate Son of God who shows us the way, the truth,
and the life. Using this lens changes things up a great deal.
Looking at the creation that surrounds you and the special
unique people you love, what is God trying to teach you
about His love for you and the eternal life He wants you to
have? ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
In today's Gospel reading, Jesus compared himself to
manna. A long time ago God's people ate manna in the
desert, because there was no other food to eat.
By sending manna falling from the sky every morning, God
taught his people to trust him. Manna tasted good, and it
kept them healthy. God took care
of them and gave them all they needed. Then, hundreds of
years later, God sent Jesus down from heaven, so people
could have everlasting life with him.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus down from heaven
so that we can look forward to living with you forever in
heaven. Amen.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of manna falling out of the sky.
Mission for the Week
The Hebrews often baked manna into little cakes. Ask your
parents if you can make pancakes this weekend, and talk
about how Jesus is like manna.

