ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, August 28, 2021
5:30PM

Mary Hamel

Anniversary

Sunday, August 29, 2021
9:00AM

Eleanor Barry

Anniversary

11:30AM

Ellen White

Anniversary

Monday, August 30, 2021
7:00AM

He summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Hear
me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one
from outside can defile that person; but the things that
come out from within are what defile.” - Mk 7:14-15

Tuesday, August 31, 2021
7:00AM

Special Intention

Wednesday, September 1, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, September 2, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, September 3, 2021
7:00AM

Herbert & Olive Walbridge

Anniversary

Saturday, September 4, 2021
5:30PM

Eric Graziano

Anniversary

Sunday, September 5, 2021
9:00AM

Tommy Aiello

Memorial

11:30AM
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 2,069.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 623.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 4,694.67

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Readings for the week of August 29, 2021
Sunday:
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/
Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Monday:
1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 1
1-12, 13 [13b]/Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday:
1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
[13]/Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11 [10]/Lk 4:38-44
Thursday:
Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2]/
Lk 5:1-11
Friday:
Col 1:15-20/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2b]/
Lk 5:33-39
Saturday:
Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 [6]/
Lk 6:1-5
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/
Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37
Cardinal O’Malley has asked that a
special collection for Catholic Relief
Services and the Church in Haiti be
taken in all parishes in the
Archdiocese of Boston.
This
collection will be taken as you exit
next weekend.

The Collaborative Office will be closing at 12:00PM on
Fridays through Labor Day weekend.

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Just call me Clark Griswold. You know the hapless but
optimistic protagonist from National Lampoon’s Vacation. If
things could go wrong – they did. Welcome to Wally World!
This article might be titled “What I Learned on Vacation” or
“What God Taught Me on Vacation.”
When things go wrong it can be frustrating, anxiety
provoking, and downright maddening. One might even
forget who it is we should be calling on for help in times like
these. Hint: It’s not the front desk or housekeeping.
If you’ve read some of my earlier columns you might
remember I have been obsessively planning a trip to Disney
World for my family. This trip had already been cancelled
twice due to Covid, so I was determined to make it perfect. I
had spreadsheets, and graphs and all kinds of data I had
collected since May. I could tell you what the best time to
get on any ride in Disney World would be. I had done the
recon and had a battle plan that would guarantee a good
time for all in every park with days of rest in between. I had
planned the perfect Disney Vacation – really, I did!
Enter Hurricane Fred and my first bout of anxiety. It was out
of my hands and there was nothing I could do about
that. Two friends on the trip decided to pray away
Fred. “Turn west they prayed.” It turned west.
We got to Disney World around noon. The app to check in
didn’t work so we had to stand in line as though it was still
the 90’s, but it was still an irritation. It took over 3 hours to
make sure we were all checked in and that all our magic
bands had tickets and room keys for everyone.
Foreshadowing.
The one thing that you can count on with Disney is that they
get you to your room on time and that it’s going to be
spotless, and in these times, they even guarantee
“enhanced:” cleaning. Even the TV remotes would be
disinfected and covered in plastic. Not this time!
The latest we should have been in our rooms was 4:00. The
kids were starting to melt down. They were hungry and
tired. We had been on the move since 4:30 AM. At 4:15 I
called and they said they’d check. Same at 4:45, 5:00, and
at 5:15 they told me they sent me a text 20 minutes earlier
with a room number.
By the time we got into our 2-bedroom condo we were late
for a dinner reservation and headed right out again – no rest
for the weary. When we got back, we just wanted a shower
and to go to bed. I opened the shower door it had not been
cleaned.

I won’t say what we found there but when housekeeping
came in, even she said it was “disgusting.” No shower that
night. Finally sleep, until the phone woke us up at
midnight. Housekeeping had left a chemical in our
bathroom. They woke everyone up! The first rule is, and Fr.
Paul says this at every Baptism – “Don’t wake the baby!”
Next morning, we discovered that the phone in the master
bedroom didn’t work, the remote, which wasn’t covered in
plastic didn’t work and neither did our toaster.
Up at 7:00; on the bus to Magic Kingdom at 8:00, arrive as
planned ½ hour before rope drop. Perfect! Except guest
services at our resort didn’t actually link all the tickets. Of
course, it’s the 5-year-old and 2-year-old that couldn’t get
in! It took about 40 minutes standing in another line in
Florida’s August, heat with two crying children who can
actually see the castle but can’t get in. Eventually it all
worked out and we had a wonderful day – really, we did!
By Tuesday my 2-year old granddaughter isn’t feeling good;
By Wednesday a fever and over the next day or two had a
cough. By Friday she is an in-patient at a local hospital. She
had something with a 3-letter name like everything else
these days. Anxiety was no worry because she was having a
hard time breathing.
Enter Hurricane Henri. What else could go wrong? Will our
flight leave on Sunday? Would the baby be out of the
hospital by then?
Our flight got canceled and gave us a new itinerary for
Tuesday but, they gave me the wrong confirmation code so
it always came up as canceled again. It’s OK because after
240 minutes on hold we were able to fix it all. We had a
connecting flight in DC which as it turned out was leaving the
terminal as we arrived with 30 other connecting passengers.
That all worked out too. But it all seemed like death by a
thousand cuts.
The baby was discharged on Sunday and we all met up at
the airport Hilton and she seems to be doing fine now.
We’ve heard that God writes straight with crooked lines. It
was true on this trip. If it wasn’t for Hurricane Henri, my
daughter and granddaughter or perhaps all of us, would
have missed our flight home. As it turned out we actually
had a nice couple days at a clean hotel with excellent
service near the airport. And it was just what we needed to
take a breath and realize it all worked out.
Jesus said:
“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat [or drink], or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food and the body more than clothing?”
“Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they
gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds

them. Are not you more important than they?”
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“Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your life
-span?”
“Why are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way
the wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. But I tell you
that not even Solomon in all his splendor was clothed like
one of them.”
“If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today
and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more
provide for you, O you of little faith?”
“So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or ‘What are
we to drink?’ or ‘What are we to wear?”
“All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all.”
“But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given you besides.”
“Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care
of itself. Each day has enough troubles of its
own.” (Matt 6: 25-34)
Our currency says: “In God We Trust.” But do we?

St. Clare
James Stephen Regan

St. Clare
Hannah LaMountain, Mia Murphy, Avery Washburn
Julia Drew, Bailey Steber, Anna Wellington
and Addison Zahn

St. Francis of Assisi
Ann Marie Curley
St. Clare
Frances Davy
Kenneth Lawford

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 1462
will lead a 5th Sunday Rosary THIS Sunday at
8:30AM. The location will be at Saint Francis of
Assisi Church outside at the monument to the
unborn located between the church and the parking lot. All
are invited.
August 29 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:
The gospel today hits home closer than we
may think. What traditions do we blindly cling
to? Perhaps it is enough for us just to go to
Mass on Sunday? Do we keep the letter of the
law and miss entirely the spirit of the law.
Interior righteousness means a heart turned to God. Purity of
heart is expressed in righteous living: self - giving for the
sake of others.
As you give your gift to the poor through the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul, in your heart you also will find the
good news of God’s love.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences.
Some are on weekends and are seven sessions
on weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples
will explore their individual personality styles, improve
listening and communication skills, understand God’s plan
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a
priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit
them at https://wwmema.org/.
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding
yourselves.” Learn how to have a holy marriage by
participating in the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died by
Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

August 29 ~ Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
In our second reading today, Saint James reminds us,
“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and
is able to save your souls. Be doers of the word and not
hearers only, deluding yourselves.” The message is clear –
take the word to heart. . . act on it in your life this
week!
Take to heart the words of the familiar hymn that
proclaims, “Take the word of God with you as you as you
go.” You have heard God’s word and been nourished by the
Eucharist, now go and share it!
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Help us reach our Catholic Appeal parish goal!
If you haven’t had a chance to make your gift to the 2021
Catholic Appeal, there is still time! Every gift makes a
difference. You can make your gift online at
bostoncatholicappeal.org or scan the QR code above.
Thank you for your support!

August 29, 2021 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Albert Einstein said that the “true measure of intelligence is
not knowledge but imagination.” Being a disciple of Jesus
Christ requires a great deal of imagination. It is not enough
to simply attend to facts, rules and rituals and consider the
job done. Quite contrarily, the Gospels demands creativity,
of trying to discern how to put flesh on the Beatitudes and
properly serve God’s children. Jesus never doled out a top
down agenda. Not once did he ever demand conformity over
conversion or sacrifice over mercy. The Gospel is always
about putting people in touch with their compassionate,
forgiving, and unconditionally loving God and meeting them
where they are.
For Jesus, it often meant breaking a few rules. Well
respected and time-honored traditions had to be set aside in
order to attend to what really mattered. God’s compassion,
mercy and true conversion were always the trump cards.
The story of the Good Samaritan, healing on the Sabbath,
and bypassing of purification rituals all display this theme.
Human beings can get too hung up on protocol and tradition.
This is so much so that often preserving all of these things is
of greater concern than the beggar knocking on our door or
the sinner looking for mercy. It is no wonder, then, that we
can easily become hypocritical. Many can see us on our
knees in prayer while our true heart and actions, rooted in
judgment and self-preservation, are hidden from others. It is
a trap into which we can easily fall. Who cares how we live
our lives as long as our hands are properly washed!
Here enters the need for imagination and the distinction of
truly being a wise and intelligent person. It takes a good
measure of creativity and a lot of guts to really be a doer of
God’s word and not merely a hearer. Being a person who
doesn’t just tell people about God but shows people God
requires courage and ingenuity. That’s why people like St.
Francis of Assisi and St. Teresa of Calcutta are timeless.
Their genuineness speaks volumes generation to
generation. It’s risky business taking the step to allow God
into our hearts. Permitting God to release us from the grip of
our evil thoughts, infidelity, greed, malice, sexual
improprieties, licentiousness, envy, arrogance, folly, and the
like takes courage. That’s why we prefer to spend our
energy rearranging the future rather than take measures to
secure a foundation that is most certainly crumbling. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Wash your hands before you eat! Did you know that rule
came from God, so that we would stay healthy? In today's
Gospel, the Pharisees liked to wash their hands and follow
God's rules, only because they liked to show off. Don't be
like those Pharisees. When you follow God's rules, do the
right thing out of love for God.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to keep my heart clean, full of love for
you and other people.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself cleaning up the dishes after a
meal.
Mission for the Week
The next time you wash your hands, thank God that he
made rules to keep us all safe, healthy and happy.

