ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, August 21, 2021
5:30PM

Nancy Gorman and
Pamela Gorman

Anniversary

Sunday, August 22, 2021
9:00AM

Emily Buglio

Anniversary

11:30AM

David & Marie Parr

Memorial

Monday, August 23, 2021
7:00AM

Brian Sampson

Anniversary

Tuesday, August 24, 2021
7:00AM
Wednesday, August 25, 2021
7:00AM

Nicholas Curran

Healing

Thursday, August 26, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, August 27, 2021
7:00AM

Special Intention

Saturday, August 28, 2021
5:30PM

Mary Hamel

Anniversary

Sunday, August 29, 2021
9:00AM

Eleanor Barry

Anniversary

11:30AM

Ellen White

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 81%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 5,287.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,771.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,002.67

Total Offertory

$ 9,060.67

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to
leave?” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have
come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy
One of God.” - Jn 6:67-69
Readings for the week of August 22, 2021
Sunday:
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3,
16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 [9a]/
Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69
Monday:
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4,
5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday:
Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,
17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10,
11-12ab [1]/Mt 23:27-32
Thursday:
1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14
and 17 [14]/Mt 24:42-51
Friday:
1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10,
11-12 [12a]/Mt 25:1-13
Saturday:
1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/
Mt 25:14-30
Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/
Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8,
14-15, 21-23

The Collaborative Office will be closing at 12:00PM on
Fridays through Labor Day weekend.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



St. Francis of Assisi
Gabriel Joseph
Dexton Alexander Kam
Nicholas Richard Polio

St. Francis of Assisi
Matthew St. Laurent
John Cusack
St. Clare
Jacob Lewis

St. Francis of Assisi
Joseph H. Cody
Stephen O’Donnell
Dawn Marie Nichols
St. Clare
John Tassinari
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.




St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 1462 will lead a
5th Sunday Rosary on August 29, 2021 at 8:30AM. The
location will be at Saint Francis of Assisi Church outside at
the monument to the unborn located between the church
and the parking lot. All are invited

AUGUST 22, 2021
August 22 - Twenty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time: In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks
“Do you also want to leave?” We must ask
ourselves if we really want to hear the good
news of his love for us and for others. Is the
word of God able to break into our consciousness, change
us and call us to hear the cries of the poor?
This month, through your gifts, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul was able to hear the cries of the poor by
assisting families, providing food, utility, rent and other
bills. God Bless You!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage
experiences. Some are on weekends and are
seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual
personality styles, improve listening and communication
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn
how to keep their relationship a priority. Registration is
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.
“You have the words of eternal life.” Learn God’s plan for
your marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience.

We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through
Sunday, January 9, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for
further information please call the Collaborative Office
at 781-843-1332.

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died by
Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA. For more information
or to register, call Diane at 800-919-9332 or go to
www.emfgp.org.

You are cordially invited to attend the Prayer Launch of 40
Days for Life Campaign on Sunday, September 18 th, at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, Norwood, Ma. Holy Mass will be
celebrated at 6:00 pm by Rev. Michael McNamara. At 7:00
pm, speaker Steve Karlen, North American Campaign
Director of 40 Days for Life, will speak. He will share the
story of how he led the fight against the start of a late term
abortion facility at his alma mater,

August 22 ~ Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time
Some who heard Jesus’ teaching returned to their former way
of life and gave up following him. The demands of being a
follower of Christ were too much for them. How about
you? When being a disciple of Jesus feels too hard, and you
want to walk away, how will you respond to Jesus when he
asks, “Do you also want to leave?” Let’s pray that our
response is like that of Peter, “Lord, to who shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.”
Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

Coffee will follow. There is no charge for this event. For info,
contact rita.a.russo@gmail.com or call 781-762-4391.
All are invited to participate in our peaceful prayer vigil in
front of Boston’s Planned Parenthood from September
22nd to October 31st. More information is also available
at www.40daysforlife.com.
If you plan to travel this
summer or have the
opportunity to sneak away
for the weekend, here is
something to place in your
suitcase or your smart
phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location,
visit www.masstimes.org.
When
you make your
re se rvat ion s, p le a se
remember to reserve some
time for the Lord. Summer
blessings! Be sure to call
the parish you plan to
attend to verify their
Mass times. Be safe!

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Help us reach our Catholic Appeal parish goal!
If you haven’t had a chance to make your gift to the 2021
Catholic Appeal, there is still time! Every gift makes a
difference. You can make your gift online at
bostoncatholicappeal.org or scan the QR code above.
Thank you for your support!

August 22, 2021 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of other
gods.” We struggle with our gods. They appear in the forms
of things like money, power, prestige, popularity, privilege,
and self-fulfillment. We like these “gods” because they make
us feel good and ask very little of us in return. When we
worship them, we worship ourselves. How can you go wrong
with that? We buy into the illusion that if something can give
us a comfortable life, free of want and need, then it is worth
setting other things aside to pursue it. In essence, we sell
our souls. Our struggle with “who is God” and to whom do
we belong is a real one and one that can easily find us
empty and experiencing disillusionment.
The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him
more. We are promised “more.” But in pursuing the more
and the satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the cost is
great. We sacrifice our very life in pursuit of something
disguised as life. We sacrifice truth for something that only
“feels” true. While the true and real God certainly promises
us many things, many things are also required. It is not
about the warm and secure feelings and self-absorption the
world wants to provide, but of giving back. There can be no
lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we are in, then faith
in Jesus Christ asks us to do some difficult things: work in
service of God’s kingdom (not our own), love our enemies,
offer no resistance to injury, that we must die to ourselves in
order to find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us his
flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard things to
accept and even harder to put into practice. It is no wonder
that many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk away
in pursuit of the more self-satisfying gods.
But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of Jesus
Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom can we go?
There is only one source of truth and life, Jesus Christ.
Jesus has the words of eternal life and if we do not go to
him, then where else will we find this gift? But we must be
faithful and buy into the whole package deal that requires
sacrifice and fidelity. When we do, we find ourselves,
through the Body and Blood of Christ, connected to the
Source of all life and then intimately bound with our brothers
and sisters. We all have to decide whether we want to stay
or go and if we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s a
choice we all have to make. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
After Jesus compared himself to manna, and said that he
was sent from heaven, many of his followers turned away
from him. They just could not accept what Jesus was saying.
It was too hard for them to understand. We have something
they did not have. We have the Holy Spirit to help us.
Sometimes what we learn might be hard for us to
understand, too, but we never need to walk away. We can
have faith in Jesus. We can ask him to help us.
Prayer
Dear God, give me the faith to trust Jesus always. Amen.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself next to Jesus.
Mission for the Week
Have you ever learned something about God that was hard
to understand? Talk about it with your family, and together
pray for each other. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you learn
what God wants you to.

