ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, July 31, 2021
5:30PM

Thomas Glynn

Anniversary

Sunday, August 1, 2021
9:00AM

Dorothy & Thomas Moody and
James Hutcheon

11:30AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Memorial

Monday, August 2, 2021
7:00AM
Tuesday, August 3, 2021
7:00AM
Wednesday, August 4, 2021
7:00AM

Susan Reilly

Anniversary

Thursday, August 5, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, August 6, 2021
7:00AM

Charles Beaulieu

Saturday, July 7, 2021
5:30PM

Barbara Conneeley and
Patrick Conneeley,
Peggy & Patrick Connolly
Mary McDonough and
John Dooley Sr. and Jr.

Anniversary
Memorial

Sunday, August 8, 2021
9:00AM

Angelo Zampine

Anniversary

11:30AM

Joseph McCarthy

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 80%.

Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, it was
not Moses who gave the bread from heaven; my Father
gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
God is that which comes down from heaven and gives
life to the world.” - Jn 6:32-33
Readings for the week of August 1, 2021
Sunday:
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25,
54 [24b]/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35
Monday:
Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15,
16-17 [2a]/Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday:
Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7,
12-13 [cf. 3a]/Mt 14:22-36 or
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/
Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23 [4a]/
Mt 15:21-28
Thursday:
Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/
Mt 16:13-23
Friday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9
[1a and 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10
Saturday:
Dn 6:4-13/Ps 18: 28, 3-4. 47 and 51/
Mk 17:14-20
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
[9a]/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 3,082.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,450.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,469.59

Total Offertory

$ 7,001.59

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Collaborative Office will be closing at 12:00PM
through Labor Day weekend.

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Abe Lincoln once famously said, “You can fool all of the
people some of the time, and some of the people all of the
time, but you can’t fool all the people all the time.” Now what
if you were the Lord God, speaking about the Israelite
community. What would he say? I think something like this:
“You can never please these people, not all of the time, not
some of the time, NEVER!
Grumble! Grumble! Grumble! What whiney people. I would
think that Moses might have been bald from pulling his hair
out in frustration. They had very short memories. They
complained because they were hungry, forgetting that God
freed them from the yoke of slavery. He led them through
the Red Sea without getting their feet wet and he halted,
quite dramatically, the pursuit of Pharaoh's army. Yet they
didn’t think that God would provide food for their journey.
But before we go judging our ancient brothers and sisters
too harshly, let’s take a look at ourselves first. After all, we
will be judged in the same way we judge others. (Mt 7:1-5)
I’m certainly not going to point fingers at anyone else until I
take a good look inside myself. And then I hope to be smart
enough to realize I have no business judging anyone.
I’m a grumbler too. No matter how good I have it I find
something to grumble about. Most recently it’s the trip to
Disney we are taking in August. I should be thrilled to be
going, and I am. I should be grateful, and I am. But you
know what? I still find things to complain about. I grumble
about the wait times; about the constantly rising costs; about
not being able to get the reservations I want and the list
goes on. Grumble! Grumble! Grumble! Why can’t I just be
satisfied? There are so many people who would love to take
this trip or one like it and just can’t.
We are all like this though, aren’t we? We live in a country
where food is abundant; entertainment is plentiful; for the
most part we aren’t overworked; we get days off and
vacations; we have good healthcare; and we make more in a
day than most people on this earth earn in a year. Yet we
find a myriad of things to complain about. Just look at social
media. Grumble! Grumble! Grumble!
We are spiritual grumblers too. We Go to Mass on Sunday
and we complain to ourselves or out loud – I couldn’t get a
parking space close enough; we started late; the singer was
out of tune; the organist played a wrong note; the sound
system is too loud (or too soft); the homily was boring (or too

long, or too short); someone didn’t follow the rubrics
correctly and the list goes on.
I’m reminded of the song “Were you there?” and wonder, is
there anything God can do for us that we could ever be
satisfied with?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to GRUMBLE, GRUMBLE,
GRUMBLE.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were YOU there when they crucified the Lord? Was I? –
Yes!
Were you and I there at the last supper? – Yes!
Were we there when they laid him in the tomb, and rose
from the dead, and ascended into heaven? - Yes, we were
and we ARE every time we go to Mass and celebrate the
sacred mysteries.
Regardless of how good the music is or if the priest is worthy
or not or it's too hot or too cold or there is a crying baby
behind you, the same thing happens at every Mass, in every
church throughout the world. Both time and eternity meet,
heaven is united with the earth.
In ancient times the people of the Old Covenant worshiped
in imitation of the heavenly liturgy but at Mass we worship in
unity with the heavenly hosts. “And so, WITH Angels and
Archangels, WITH Thrones and Dominions, and WITH all
the Hosts and Powers of heaven we sing the hymn of Your
glory, as without end we acclaim: (From Preface number 1)
And then we sing the Sanctus. (see Is. 6:3 and Rev 4:8)
In the Lord’s prayer we ask that God’s Kingdom come, that
His will be done on earth as it is in heaven and that we
receive our daily bread. That prayer is answered at Mass.
Mass is heaven on earth even if we don’t do it perfectly. It is
where we are fed with the true Bread come down from
heaven, the Bread of Life itself, the Body and Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ and where with open hearts we become
what we eat. There really isn’t anything to grumble about.

AUGUST 1, 2021






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

Patrick Matthew Bickerton

Nicholas Bickerton
Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

St. Francis of Assisi
Katherine O’Brien
St. Clare
Geraldine Miller
Helen Clarke
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.
August 1 - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time: In today’s Gospel the disciples ask for
a sign like the bread Moses had received in
the desert. Jesus tells them that He is the
true Bread of Life. Through your gift to the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul you enable
the members of the Society to bring bread to the hungry
as a sign of God’s love.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - To support
married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences.
Some are on weekends and are seven
sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to
9:30pm. Couples will explore their individual personality
styles, improve listening and communication skills,
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call at or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.
Do you hunger for a deeper love in your marriage? Let
Jesus fill your hunger by participating in the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Experience.

We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through
Sunday, January 9, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for
further information please call the Collaborative Office
at 781-843-1332.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Spiritual Needs
of Grieving Parents Whose
Children of any Age Have Died
by Any Cause,
No Matter How Long Ago.
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help
tremendously. Please join us. All are welcome.
One-Day In-Person Spiritual Retreat - August 14, 2021
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Carver, MA
Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA
For more information or to register, call Diane at 800-9199332 or go to www.emfgp.org.
QUINCY BINGO AT ST. MARY HALL RESUMES AS
DIVINE MERCY PARISH BINGO
The sounds of bouncing bingo balls, the calls of individual
letters and numbers, and the excitement of hearing BINGO
cried out by winning players once again fills the lower hall at
St. Mary Church in West Quincy. Weekly bingo has returned
on Tuesday evenings as Divine Mercy Parish Bingo at St.
Mary Church, 95 Crescent Street. It begins at
6:45pm, and the doors open at 3pm.
During the time of pandemic, St. Mary Parish Bingo had
ceased, and the parish merged with St. Ann and
Sacred Heart Parishes in 2020 to become Divine Mercy
Parish. Thus, bingo now bears the new parish name. For
more information, please see the parish website
at divinemercyquincy.org/bingo or call the parish office at
617.479.5400.
If you plan to travel this
summer or have the
opportunity to sneak away
for the weekend, here is
something to place in your
suitcase or your smart
phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location,
visit www.masstimes.org.
When you make your
reservations, please
remember to reserve some
time for the Lord. Summer
blessings! Be sure to call
the parish you plan to
attend to verify their
Mass times. Be safe!

Fall 2019 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats September 25, October 16 & November 20
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and
mercy. During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of
forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day
retreat. Fall dates are September 25, October 16 and
November 20 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information,
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.
The Pontifical Mission Societies of Boston is
looking to grow our One Family in Mission! We
are looking for a well-qualified, Administrative
Assistant to work 18 hours a week at our office in
the Pastoral Center. The position requires excellent customer
service, administrative and organizational skills. Proficiency in
Microsoft Office necessary. Writing skills a plus. Interested
practicing Catholics should send a resume and cover letter to
Maureen Heil at mheil@propfaithboston.org
TRIDUUM IN HONOR OF ST. CLARE
Monastery of St. Clare, Jamaica Plain
August 8,,9,10 and 11
PRIVATE ONLY
You may mail or phone in your intentions and we will pray for
them and you at this time.
Monastery of St. Clare
920 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02131
Phone: 617-524-1760
Fax: 617-524-5205
bostonpoorclares@yahoo.com

August 1, 2021 - 18th Sunday in
Ordinary Time—“You cannot see the
forest for the trees” is a widely known
saying that can bring wisdom to our
understanding of our journey. Often, our sight becomes
limited to what is immediately before us. We lose touch with
lessons and experiences from the past and promises and
hope for the future. As human beings, we have the privilege
of being able to choose things. What I like and don’t like,
want, and don’t want can be major preoccupations of our
minds and hearts. Our preferences and desires begin to
define us more than the simple fact of our being. Who we
are matters more than what we are or what we have. If we
don’t move beyond the external and superficial stuff to what
really is of essence, we risk becoming very unsettled,
disorientated, angry, and unhappy. We fail to see the bigger
picture of hope and promise that lies ahead and the Divine
Presence that has sustained and carried us before.
We like it when the “now” time of our lives satisfy us.
Even the people who witnessed Jesus feed the five
thousand got confused and distracted. It felt good when
thousands of people were able to eat. They wanted to know
what they could do to get this to happen again! But Jesus
quickly reminds them that this is not the point of this sign. As
much as the now time of our lives is of concern, it is not what
is ultimately important. We need to learn the difference
between being and doing, drawing more strength from who
we are and who God is rather than what is happening
around us and the choices we can make. Jesus is the true
bread that came down from heaven. Jesus is the very
incarnate presence of God who sustains life and assures us
that we will not perish. This is not easy to understand and
feel. We have to practice being in the presence of ourselves,
others, creation, and God. We are brought to a holy place
when we encounter the sacredness of being. This is real
prayer.
Then, we learn to trust. It is when we cease trusting that
we start to become afraid, uncertain, apprehensive, and
doubtful, and overly self-concerned. We even start to
grumble. God has our back. That is the essential powerful
message of the living bread come down from heaven. God,
who is alpha is also omega, the beginning and the end, and
has everything in between in his care as well. A woman
once remarked that her most powerful God moment
happened when she and her husband cuddled with their
new baby for a time. Without exchanging words and using
only the affection communicated through sight and touch,
they rested in being with each other. This brought them to
the sacred, where they realized that a greater Being was
with them. It was real. They knew that they were part of
something bigger, intimate, and profound. When we rest in
the Living Source of life, we will find that our souls are no
longer hungry or thirsty.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Just one day earlier, Jesus multiplied five loaves of bread
and two fish to feed over five thousand people. In today's
Gospel, some of those people came looking for Jesus,
hoping to get another free lunch. They didn't understand that
Jesus wants all people to believe in him. Through faith in
Jesus, you can live forever. In heaven you will never be
hungry or thirsty again.
Prayer
God, fill me up with love for Jesus.
Something to Draw
Draw Jesus holding your hand in heaven, next to a pretty
river.
Mission for the Week
If you believe in Jesus, you can look forward to heaven one
day. Read Revelation 21:3-7 with your family. Heaven will be
wonderful!

