
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 85%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

Dear parishioners, 
May the peace of Christ be with you. Each 
year the Catholic Diocese of Abakaliki, 
Nigeria takes part in the mission activity of 
the Church through witnessing and apostolic 
charity. With the permission of our local 

bishop, Most Rev. Michael N Okoro and His Eminence, 
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, we have the privilege to share with 
you how much the Catholic priesthood and religious/
consecrated life in our diocese have benefitted from St. 
Peter the Apostle Society. As beneficiaries, Fr. Joseph 
Ogazie and Fr. Benjamin Madu would visit St. Francis/St. 
Clare of Assisi parish, Braintree on THIS weekend of July 
24th and 25th 2021, and would speak on the impact of St. 
Peter the Apostle Society in their diocese. Fr. Joseph was 
ordained priest on July 7, 2012, for the Catholic Diocese of 
Abakaliki (Nigeria), and currently works in Boston 
Archdiocese (chaplain at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital). Fr. 
Benjamin was ordained priest on July 7, 2001, for the same 
diocese of Abakaliki, Nigeria. He also currently works in the 
Archdiocese of Boston (Northshore Hospital, Salem). 

The Catholic Diocese of Abakaliki, Nigeria, was 
created in 1973 with 64 priests, 15 nuns and 21 
seminarians. Located in the Southeastern region of Nigeria, 
the diocese serves over 600,000 Catholic faithful with priests 
and nuns who received a greater part of their training 
through supports from St. Peter the Apostle Society. As 
Nigeria currently faces severe security challenge, priests, 
nuns and Christian religious workers are more and more 
becoming endangered species as they are often considered 
more vulnerable, with higher kidnap value. These have 
made seminary training more difficult, and vocation to the 
priesthood less attractive to young people. With your 
gracious and generous support during the 2nd collection at 
the Masses during this weekend, I am sure that more priests 
and nuns would be trained to help strengthen the Catholic 
faith. Special envelopes will be available, or checks may 
be made payable to The Society of St. Peter Apostle. 
Donations can also be made online: 
www.propfaithboston.org/donations/ All proceeds from 
the appeal will enable the Society to support seminarians in 
over 1,100 mission territories worldwide.  

 

May God bless and enrich you with favor as you go on 
mission.  
 

Fr. Joseph and Fr. Benjamin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, July 24, 2021  

5:30PM Joseph McCarthy Anniversary 

Sunday, July 25, 2021   

9:00AM Lauren Coughlan Anniversary 

11:30AM Patricia Crowley Memorial 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, July 27, 2021  

7:00AM   

Wednesday, July 28, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, July 29, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, July 30, 2021  

7:00AM Thomas Manning Anniversary 

Saturday, July 31, 2021  

5:30PM Thomas Glynn Anniversary 

Sunday, August 1, 2021  

9:00AM Dorothy & Thomas Moody and 
James Hutcheon 

Memorial 

11:30AM   

Offertory Envelopes $  5,013.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,322.00   

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,469.59 

Total Offertory  $  8,804.59 

http://www.propfaithboston.org/donations/


 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

When Elisha told his servant to distribute the bread that was 
brought to him by the man from Baal-shalishah, his servant 
was dumbfounded.  How are we going to feed a hundred 
people with 20 loaves of bread? (2 Kings 4:42) I’m not sure 
the servant wanted to do it. If he started to distribute the 
bread and it ran out after 20 people, he might have looked 
foolish or worse.  
  

This wasn’t Elisha’s first rodeo. He was known as a miracle 
worker. One would think that his servant would have 
witnessed some miracles with his own eyes. With a little 
more faith he might have been more eager to actually have 
a little part in a miraculous event. 
  

The disciples of Jesus were not much different.  They 
couldn’t understand how so many people could be fed. 
There were many more than the hundred Elisha fed and 
Jesus had far less food to begin with. There is one 
difference however between the disciples and Elisha’s 
servant.  The disciples didn’t object to distributing what little 
they seemed to have. They did what their Master asked of 
them and they were not disappointed. No one was 
disappointed. In fact, there was plenty left over. Now that’s a 
miracle. 
  

It seems that the Lord feeds as many as are hungry.  First it 
was 100 and then 5000.  How about millions? Can he do 
that? 
  

When Jesus instituted the Eucharist at the Last Supper, He 
made it possible to feed millions. Through the sacrament of 
his Body and Blood Jesus continues to feed multitudes and 
He is able to do it in a way He couldn’t as a man bound by 
the finite limits of time and space in which he lived. 
  

But with the gift of the Eucharist, He is able to feed and 
nourish the souls of multitudes of believers in every 
generation and in every nation, from every race and 
speaking every language that has existed on the earth and 
that ever will exist. 
 

This is the multitude written about in Revelation, the 
triumphant people of God standing before God’s throne in 
heaven, so many that they couldn’t be counted – you and 
me. 
 

“After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one 
could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing 

white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. They 
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation comes from our God, 
who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:9-
10) 
  

The Lamb is Jesus, the unblemished Lamb of God, 
announced by John the Baptist. 
  

“John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn 
1:29) 
  

I hope these words ring a bell.  It’s the same Lamb of God 
that we pour our hearts out to in the Agnus Dei at every 
Mass, praying for mercy and peace. The priest uses John’s 
exact words when he holds up the host and chalice “Behold 
the Lamb of God…” to which we reply with the words of the 
Roman Centurion “Lord I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, say but the word…” (Mt 8:8) 
  

The Lamb is the same Jesus who preached, healed, who 
forgave sin, fed 5,000 and who sacrificed himself on 
Calvary. 
  

It is the same Jesus that satisfies our hunger every time we 
approach the altar and receive His precious Body and Blood, 
the Bread of Life. We hold in our own hands, just as the 
Blessed Mother did, the Word made Flesh at Bethlehem. We 
receive and accept, and hold and consume the same Body 
of Christ sacrificed on the cross.  And we receive and 
accept, hold and consume His Mystical Body the Church. 
  

There is no need for anyone to go away hungry or 
disappointed. Jesus Christ himself, in a way that would be 
otherwise impossible, gives us the Bread of Life; the Manna 
from Heaven: and the true food of his Body and Blood. So 
let us fall to our knees in adoration; let out a cry of 
thanksgiving and shout AMEN! And may we never let 
anything separate us from this great gift He offers us in the 
Eucharist out of His abundant love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish; but what good are these for so many?” Then Jesus 

took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to 
those who were reclining, and also as much of the fish 

as they wanted. - Jn 6:9, 11 
 

Readings for the week of July 25, 2021 

Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16,  

 17-18 [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20,  

 21-22, 23 [1a]/Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7,  

 8-9, 10-11, 12-13 [8a]/Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9 [cf. 9c]/ 

 Mt 13:44-46 

Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 

 8a, 11 [2]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/ 

 Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab [2a]/ 

 Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 [4]/ 

 Mt 14:1-12 

Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 

 54 [24b]/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Clare 
Mary Hartin 

Edward F. Quigley 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

July 25 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time:  In the Gospel, Jesus supersedes both 
the apostles’ and the crowds’ expectations: 
with little he feeds many…Jesus is the sign of 
God’s lavish presence and love. Your 
donation to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

is indeed a sign of God’s extravagant love to the lonely and 
the poor.  This month, through your gifts, the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul was able to assist  f a m i l i e s , 
providing food, utility, rent and other bills. God Bless 
You! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
To support married couples during this time of social 
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are 
on weekends and are seven sessions on weekdays 
from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.   Couples will explore their 
individual personality styles, improve listening and 
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and 
learn how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is limited 
and a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to 
apply, call at or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.  Let Jesus feed 
your marriage!  Deepen your communication, strengthen your 
relationship, rekindle your romance and renew your sacrament by 
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience. 
 
 
 

 
We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through 
Sunday, January 9, 2022.  To schedule a Mass or for 
further information please call the Collaborative Office 
at 781-843-1332.   
 
 
 
 

 

JULY 25, 2021 



 

 

 

Serving the Spiritual Needs 
of Grieving Parents Whose 

Children of any Age Have Died 
by Any Cause,  

No Matter How Long Ago. 
 

Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific.  Focusing 
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help 
tremendously.  Please join us.  All are welcome. 
One-Day In-Person Spiritual Retreat - August 14, 2021 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Carver, MA 

 

Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021 
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA 

 

For more information or to register, call Diane at 800-919-
9332 or go to www.emfgp.org. 
 
QUINCY BINGO AT ST. MARY HALL RESUMES AS 
DIVINE MERCY PARISH BINGO 
The sounds of bouncing bingo balls, the calls of individual 
letters and numbers, and the excitement of hearing BINGO 
cried out by winning players once again fills the lower hall at 
St. Mary Church in West Quincy. Weekly bingo has returned 
on Tuesday evenings as Divine Mercy Parish Bingo at St. 
Mary Church, 95 Crescent Street. It begins at 
6 :45pm,  a n d  t he  doo rs  open  a t  3pm. 
During the time of pandemic, St. Mary Parish Bingo had 
ceased, and the parish merged with St. Ann and 
Sacred Heart Parishes in 2020 to become Divine Mercy 
Parish. Thus, bingo now bears the new parish name. For 
more information, please see the parish website 
at divinemercyquincy.org/bingo or call the parish office at 
617.479.5400.  

If you plan to travel this 
summer or have the 
opportunity to sneak away 
for the weekend, here is 
something to place in your 
suitcase or your smart 
phone.  To find the Mass 
closest to your location, 
visit www.masstimes.org.  
When  you make your 
reservat ions, p lease 
remember to reserve some 
time for the Lord.  Summer 
blessings!  Be sure to call 
the parish you plan to 
attend to verify their 
Mass times.  Be safe! 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
 

July 25 ~ Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
“There will be plenty for all” these words come from our first 
reading today and are reiterated in the gospel story of the 
multiplication of the loaves and fish.  These readings remind 
us of God’s generosity, his providence and loving care.  This 
is especially true when we feel inadequate to the task of being 
a disciple of Christ.  Ponder these words, “There will be plenty 
for all” and throughout the week, open your eyes and heart for 
the ways that God does indeed provide for you in both big and 
small ways.  You will find that God is generous beyond your 
expectations!  
 

Virtual Rosary for Couples Struggling with Infertility, 
Difficult Pregnancies, or Infant Loss 
Join Fr. Ed Riley and the Archdiocese Family Life team on 
Monday, July 26 from 7:30-8:30 PM to pray for couples 
struggling with infertility, difficult pregnancy, or infant loss. 
We’ll be praying on the Feast of Sts. Anne and Joachim as 
part of National Natural Family Planning Week July 25-31. 
You can register through bit.ly/VirtualRosary2021 or 
visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more information.  
 

Method Match: How to Choose a Natural Fertility Awareness 
Method That Works for You!   
On Wednesday July, 28 from 7:30-9:00 PM join the Family Life team 
for an interactive webinar that will help you navigate the crowded field 
of fertility awareness methods, apps, and tools with certified NFP 
instructors Mikayla Dalton and Christina Valenzuela and GYN, Dr. 
Patricia Jay. Whether you’re new to NFP or a veteran looking to make 
a method switch, this webinar is for you! To register for this free event 
use bit.ly/MethodMatch2021 or visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more 
information. 
 
 
 

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, 
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing 
by the Cardinal.  Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please 
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry 
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 
 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of Boston is looking to 
grow our One Family in Mission! We are looking for 
a well-qualified, Administrative Assistant to work 18 
hours a week at our office in the Pastoral Center. The 

position requires excellent customer service, administrative 
and organizational skills. Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
necessary. Writing skills a plus. Interested practicing 
Catholics should send a resume and cover letter to Maureen 
Heil at mheil@propfaithboston.org  

https://www.emfgp.org/events/august-14-2021-one-day-retreat-at-our-lady-of-lourdes-carver-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/august-14-2021-one-day-retreat-at-our-lady-of-lourdes-carver-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
http://divinemercyquincy.org/bingo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ud-mgrjktGdKP0J_zhg1A83ffbmN3kupa
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/nfp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArcOqorjgiHNEqjS4658djA2Ta-aggfHHD
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/nfp
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei1gvr3gd2e06bf4&llr=k5v4kyfab
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/anniversary-mass
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/anniversary-mass
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

July 25, 2021 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. Oscar Romero said, “We cannot do everything, and there 
is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to 
do something and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, 
but it is the beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity 
for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.”  
 

There were a group of ladies many years ago who made 
quilts. They were beautiful creations reflecting inspirational 
designs artfully composed from the simple scraps of fabric 
each woman would bring to their individual pieces. There 
was no plan for the finished project as each finished work 
became the combined creation of what each woman 
contributed. They abounded in vibrant colors and dazzled 
the beholder with intricate patterns and their myriad textures. 
They were so beautiful that they became coveted family 
treasures passed from generation to generation. Those 
women never realized the power of their work. Countless 
babies rested in the comfort of those quilts warmly nestled in 
the legacy of tradition they were fortunate to inherit. They 
adorned countless homes with their beauty and brought joy 
and solace to many faces.  
 

We cannot do everything. We are not meant to. Our work in 
life is to contribute our individual piece, a piece that reflects 
the unique thumbprint I claim as my own. We only have to 
do small things well. Then, as St. Oscar Romero reminds us, 
the Lord’s grace will enter and do the rest. We have to trust 
that this is true just as those women trusted in the eventual 
beauty of their final work. 
 

Eucharistic blessings are blessings that start small and 
multiply. We all come to life with only a few loaves of bread 
and a few fish. Not any single one of us has all that it takes 
to transform our world. Who knows what God will do with the 
little we have and how many will benefit from our kindness, 
compassion, wisdom, courage, conviction, love, warmth, 
zeal, faith, and hope? That young lad never dreamed that 
his few leftovers would do all that they did. God shows up in 
unexpected ways! Where would life’s adventure and fun be if 
it were any other way? Being able to be part of bringing 
God’s creative, transforming, healing to the world opens us 
up to wonder, awe, and excitement! We can all bring our 
little piece to the bigger work of God that can result in being 
a coveted jewel passed generation to generation. This is 
good news indeed! 
 

Bread and wine transform into Christ’s Body and Blood and 

we become what we eat. Trust that.  ©LPi 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus seemed to be surrounded by crowds a lot, didn't he? 
That's because no matter where he went, he helped people, 
he healed them, and he taught them about God. In today's 
Gospel reading, one crowd was following Jesus all day, and 
now they were getting hungry for dinner. Instead of sending 
them back home, Jesus showed everybody's God's amazing 
power. Jesus took a boy's lunch and made more than 
enough food for everybody to eat. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me always to remember that you have the 
power to give us more than we need. Amen. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of two fish and five loaves of bread. 
 

Mission for the Week 
The boy in today's Gospel shared his lunch. You can share 
food, too. Bring boxed and canned food to a food pantry in 
your neighborhood, and ask God to bless the people who eat 
it. 


