
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 

 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  90%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them 
out two by two and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits. The Twelve drove out many demons, and they 

anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. - 
Mk 6:7, 13 

 
Readings for the week of July 11, 2021 

Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 

[8]/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13  

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8 

[8a]/Mt 10:34—11:1 

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34 

[cf. 33]/Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7 

[8a]/Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 

26-27 [8a]/Mt 11:28-30 

Friday: Ex 11:10—12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 

16bc, 17-18 [13]/Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Ex 12:37-42/Ps 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12, 

13-15/Mt 12:14-21 

Next Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 [1]/ 

 Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Masks are no longer required for vaccinated people in the 
State of Massachusetts. The State does advise that non-
vaccinated people continue to wear masks.   
 

Anyone who wishes to do so should feel free to continue to 
wear masks as long as you like.  You will be respected if you 
choose to do so.  
 

If we become aware that a COVID positive person has 
attended Mass an announcement will be posted on the 
collaborative’s website.  
 
 

 

Saturday, July 10, 2021  

5:30PM Mary T. Sullivan Anniversary 

Sunday, July 11, 2021   

9:00AM Joseph Altobelli Memorial 

11:30AM Patricia Hanson & Paul Hanson Anniversary 

Monday, July 12, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, July 13, 2021  

7:00AM Richard Walbridge Memorial 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Thursday, July 15, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, July 16, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, July 17, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, July 18, 2021  

9:00AM   

11:30AM Michael & Sheila Lydon Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  4,808.00 

Offertory/Loose  $     819.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,469.59 

Total Offertory  $  8,096.59 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

Prophets come in all shapes, sizes and colors. They come 
from a myriad of places and from all walks of life. The one 
thing they all have in common is that God called them to 
speak the truth to his people. Often it was a harsh truth and 
one that people did not want to hear. 
  

That’s Amos in today’s first reading, speaking truth to power. 
And when he’s told to shut up and get out of Dodge, he 
answers (paraphrased) “there I was, minding my own 
business, tending my sheep, when God drafted me into his 
service. What am I going to say ‘No!’ “ 
  

The Lord calls all kinds of people, young and old, from all 
kinds of places and occupations.  Amos was a shepherd, 
Peter was a fisherman, Paul was a tentmaker, Matthew was 
a tax collector. 
  

Like Amos and Peter and the others, we too find ourselves 
minding our own business, tending our flocks; going to 
school; directing traffic; selling our goods; pleading cases; 
teaching children; making a living and just trying to get by. 
The last thing we are thinking about is becoming a prophet. 
  

Woops! Sorry! I hate to be the one to tell you this but you’ve 
already signed up to be a prophet! “Wait,” you might say, 
“When did I do that?” 
  

Most of us don’t remember it but it was on the day of our 
Baptism. Together we are the body of Christ who is prophet, 
priest and king. On that day, when we were baptized into 
Christ, we were given a share in his priesthood, his kingship 
and his prophetic ministry. We renewed those baptismal 
promises at our confirmations and continue to do so every 
year on Easter. 
  

When John the Baptist was born, his father, Zechariah 
looked at his son and spoke these words: 
  

“You my child shall be called prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his 
people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their 
sins.” (Lk 1:76-77) 
  

Those words of Zechariah still hold true for every child 
baptized into Christ and for each one of us who remain 
faithful to our own baptismal promises. There are people 
walking in darkness and the shadow of death carrying 
around guilt and shame needlessly.  They need prophets, 
like you and me, to proclaim that salvation is close at hand 
and that the mercy of God and the forgiveness of sin through 

Christ Jesus is there for the asking. 
  

If each Christian person, through prayer, word, and action 
became the prophets they were called to be it would 
transform our world. God’s Kingdom would indeed come and 
the gates of hell will not prevail against it. 
  

Moses said, “If only all the people of the LORD were 
prophets! If only the LORD would bestow his spirit on 
them!” (Num 29:11) His desire (prophesy) has come to pass. 
The Spirit of the Lord is indeed upon us and He has made 
us His prophets. 
  

We can certainly run from our prophetic duty.  Jonah 
did.  He was a disobedient prophet who was told to go east, 
but fled to the west. He was thrown overboard during a 
storm at sea, swallowed by a big fish and ended up right 
back where he started. Then and only then, after all kinds of 
hardships, he only reluctantly went to Nineveh, where 
everyone from greatest to least heard his preaching and 
repented. Even then, he still acted like a whiny, spoiled child. 
  

We are surrounded by prophets and we don’t even realize 
it.  People, who like Moses went before Pharaoh and cried 
“let my people go” (Ex 5:1) We don’t recognize the prophets 
among us any more than Israel recognized Christ 2000 
years ago. Martin Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi were 
both prophetic figures, speaking truth to power, they 
peacefully confronted their own “pharaohs” and called for 
their people’s freedom. 
  

Let’s not be blind to reality.  The life of a prophet is not an 
easy one. Prophets are run out of town, thrown in pits, spat 
upon, thrown in ovens, rejected by friends and family and 
worse. Dr. King and Gandhi were both assassinated. John 
the Baptist was beheaded. Peter and Paul were both killed 
by the Romans. John, the evangelist, was exiled to the 
Island of Patmos. Jesus, the Son of God, was crucified. Will 
this happen to us? I couldn’t tell you, but we should be ready 
for anything. We might lose a few friends; our families might 
mock us. We might get ridiculed or tossed from some 
country club. But this is our calling. It’s what we signed up 
for.  The question is, are we going to be courageous like 
John the Baptist or go AWOL and act like whiny spoiled 
children like Jonah? 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through 
Sunday, January 9, 2022.  To schedule a Mass or for 
further information please call the Collaborative Office 
at 781-843-1332.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Basil Boudreaux 
Richard Connolly 

Ronald Snyder 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

July 11 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time:  

In the Gospel today we see how Jesus sent 
his Apostles out two by two. From the 
beginning of the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul, members visit in pairs “two by two”, those who are 
poor and needy in their homes. It is there, in the family 
setting, that Vincentians listen, offer humble advice, and 

render assistance.  Have you considered answering 

the call to help serve the poor by joining the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  

 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 
experiences. Some are on weekends and are 
seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual 
personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.  Jesus is asking us to go out two by two and 
proclaim His good news.  Learn how to make your 
Sacrament of Marriage shine on the next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience. 

JULY 11, 2021 



 

 

Early Bird Special—Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer 
Gathering: Saturday, July 17, 2021; 7:00-8:30 AM 
Remote Meeting by Zoom—BYOC – Bring your own coffee!! 
This month’s topic: Travels with St. Paul.  Join us for a 
Stephen Ray Footprints of God series DVD on St. Paul.  
Hang on as Stephen Ray takes us on the road with St. Paul 
through Israel, Syria, Turkey, Greece and Italy. Fall from a 
horse in the desert, dangle over the Damascus Wall in a 
basket, cling to driftwood in the sea and stride along Roman 
roads – all scenes from St. Paul’s life.  Please join us, and 
learn about the early church, appreciate the gift of salvation, 
and the Jewish roots of the Catholic Church.  The Zoom 
meeting link will be sent out by email a few days before the 
meeting. If you want to be added to the distribution list, email 
me, Phil Plageman, at jamet@comcast.net.  God bless you 
all.  

 

Serving the Spiritual Needs 
of Grieving Parents Whose 

Children of any Age Have Died 
by Any Cause,  

No Matter How Long Ago. 
 

Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific.  Focusing 
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help 
tremendously.  Please join us.  All are welcome. 
One-Day In-Person Spiritual Retreat - August 14, 2021 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Carver, MA 

 

Weekend In-Person Spiritual Retreat - November 5-7, 2021 
Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, MA 

 

For more information or to register, call Diane at 800-919-
9332 or go to www.emfgp.org. 
 

If you plan to travel this 
summer or have the 
opportunity to sneak away 
for the weekend, here is 
something to place in your 
suitcase or your smart 
phone.  To find the Mass 
closest to your location, 
visit www.masstimes.org.  
When  you make your 
reservat ions, p lease 
remember to reserve some 
time for the Lord.  Summer 
blessings!  Be sure to call 
the parish you plan to 
attend to verify their 
Mass times.  Be safe! 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 
 

 

July 11~ Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Listen to the instruction Jesus gives his disciples in the gospel 
today as he sends them to do his work!  They went out with 
confidence to preach as Jesus directed.  These instructions 
are intended for us also, his present day disciples!  Take 
some time this week to think about the fact that Jesus is 
sending you to bring good news, and that you are capable of 
doing this work because God has “blessed you with every 
spiritual blessing.”  Remember - Jesus gives you what you 
need and is relying on you, so let’s get busy!  
 

Virtual Rosary for Couples Struggling with Infertility, 
Difficult Pregnancies, or Infant Loss 
Join Fr. Ed Riley and the Archdiocese Family Life team on 
Monday, July 26 from 7:30-8:30 PM to pray for couples 
struggling with infertility, difficult pregnancy, or infant loss. 
We’ll be praying on the Feast of Sts. Anne and Joachim as 
part of National Natural Family Planning Week July 25-31. 
You can register through bit.ly/VirtualRosary2021 or 
visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more information.  
 

Method Match: How to Choose a Natural Fertility Awareness 
Method That Works for You!   
On Wednesday July, 28 from 7:30-9:00 PM join the Family Life team 
for an interactive webinar that will help you navigate the crowded field 
of fertility awareness methods, apps, and tools with certified NFP 
instructors Mikayla Dalton and Christina Valenzuela and GYN, Dr. 
Patricia Jay. Whether you’re new to NFP or a veteran looking to make 
a method switch, this webinar is for you! To register for this free event 
use bit.ly/MethodMatch2021 or visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more 
information. 
 
 
 
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, 
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing 
by the Cardinal.  Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please 
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry 
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 
 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of Boston is looking 
to grow our One Family in Mission! We are looking 
for a well-qualified, Administrative Assistant to work 
18 hours a week at our office in the Pastoral Center. 

The position requires excellent customer service, 
administrative and organizational skills. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office necessary. Writing skills a plus. Interested 
practicing Catholics should send a resume and cover letter to 
Maureen Heil at mheil@propfaithboston.org  

mailto:jamet@comcast.net
https://www.emfgp.org/events/august-14-2021-one-day-retreat-at-our-lady-of-lourdes-carver-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/august-14-2021-one-day-retreat-at-our-lady-of-lourdes-carver-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
https://www.emfgp.org/events/nov-5-nov-7-2021-in-person-emmaus-ministry-weekend-retreat-in-duxbury-ma/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ud-mgrjktGdKP0J_zhg1A83ffbmN3kupa
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/nfp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArcOqorjgiHNEqjS4658djA2Ta-aggfHHD
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/nfp
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July 11, 2021 - 15th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Maybe the work is best left to the 
professionals. That’s how many 
people view the preaching of the 

Gospel. That’s the stuff priests, religious, deacons, lay 
ministers, and other professional Church people do. It has 
little to do with me. Well, that’s not really true. The fact of the 
matter is that preaching the Gospel has everything to do with 
you, with all of us who are baptized members of the Body of 
Christ. Nobody gets off the hook from that job. The question 
is, however, how do we do it? Well, there’s a safe way, 
which many choose, to preach the Gospel — and the risky 
way.  The safe way pretty much keeps the Gospel in church 
and around like-minded people. I say my prayers, go to 
Mass, contribute to the food pantry, tithe, and attend Bible 
Study. That pretty much covers the bases, right? Wrong. 
 

The risky way is the more challenging way and for many, the 
“road less traveled.” Imagine those first disciples going out 
and into people’s homes. They must have had some 
amazing conversations with folks about God’s kingdom, 
changing their hearts, forgiving sins, and looking at the world 
differently. They must have met people who were hurting, 
exiled from their communities, neglected, lost, or living self-
insulated lives in a society that served the rich and neglected 
the poor. While there were many who welcomed what they 
had to say and the conversations they had, there were 
others who no doubt rejected them and literally tossed them 
out on their ears! The Gospel, while being a message of joy 
and hope, is not always received well by those who are very 
comfortable keeping things as they are.  
 

The risky way involves example and conversation. We have 
to take the Gospel from church and carry it with us wherever 
we go. What kinds of conversations do we have with others? 
We interact with those closest to us, in our work, social 
circles, institutions, corporations, in politics, and beyond. Our 
conversations with others reveal a great deal about how we 
see things and what we consider important. If we are really 
interested in seeing God’s vision for the world succeed, then 
we will talk about it. It will become a part of our everyday 
conversation and find its way into our interactions with 
others. How will we preserve the dignity of human life and 
encourage others to have a relationship with God? We must 
be the example, live value centered, virtuous lives, stand 
against injustice, combating racism, and learn ways to 
resolve conflicts without violence.  
 

If we are going to succeed going forward, we have to find a 

way to bring our prayer centered lives into the marketplace. 

Our conversations have to change. Not everyone wants to 

hear what the Gospel has to say. That’s a risk God asks us 

to take.  ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
In today's Gospel reading, Jesus prepared his disciples for a 
mission trip, where they would help the people in area towns 
and teach them about God. Before they left, Jesus asked his 
disciples to travel light-they were to bring no food or clothes 
or money. They could not survive without God's help. Jesus 
also asked them to heal people. They could not heal without 
God's power, either. God provided everything they needed 
for their mission trip. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me always to remember that it is your power 
that turns people's lives around. Amen. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of two disciples walking together toward a 
town. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Choose one friend you know who needs to hear about God's 
love. Ask your parents if you could offer a ride to that friend, 
and invite him or her to church with you. 


