ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, July 3, 2021
5:30PM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, July 4, 2021
9:00AM

Marty Murphy

Anniversary

11:30AM

Marie Altobelli McGeoghegan

Memorial

Monday, July 5, 2021
7:00AM

Dick Hamel

Anniversary

Tuesday, July 6, 2021
7:00AM

Robert Clifford

Memorial

Wednesday, July 7, 2021
7:00AM

Joseph Kelley

Anniversary

Thursday, July 8, 2021
7:00AM

Paul Frederick

Memorial

Prayer taken from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers,
Revised Edition, copyright © 2007, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

Friday, July 9, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, July 10, 2021
5:30PM

God, source of all freedom,
this day is bright with the memory
of those who declared that life and liberty
are your gift to every human being.
Help us to continue a good work begun long ago.
Make our vision clear and our will strong:
that only in human solidarity will we - nd liberty,
and justice only in the honor that belongs
to every life on earth.
Turn our hearts toward the family of nations:
to understand the ways of others,
to offer friendship,
and to -find safety only in the common good of all.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Mary T. Sullivan

Anniversary

Sunday, July 11, 2021
9:00AM

Joseph Altobelli

Memorial

11:30AM

Patricia Hanson & Paul Hanson

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 85%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 3,359.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,104.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,512.08

Total Offertory

$ 6,975.08

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Masks are no longer required for vaccinated
people in the State of Massachusetts. The
State does advise that non-vaccinated people
continue to wear masks.
Anyone who wishes to do so should feel free to continue to
wear masks as long as you like. You will be respected if you
choose to do so.
If we become aware that a COVID positive person has
attended Mass an announcement will be posted on the
collaborative’s website.

The Collaborative Office will be closed Friday, July 2
through Monday, July 5 and again on Friday, July 9.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
We are never alone or abandoned
I was praying one morning, nothing unusual about that. But,
one of the things that I do before I pray is this, I consecrate
the time to God asking only the courage to know Him and to
do His will and if He gives me anything beyond this that I
accept it humbly, with a contrite heart. Now if I am feeling
especially sinful or contrite about something I make an act of
contrition.
“O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended you and I
detest all my sins…,” at this point I say something like I
detest… whatever it is.
Well, this particular day, I was especially mindful of some
anger, frustration, resentment that had been brewing over a
situation in which I had been mistreated. The thing is that
frequently these feelings have been a distraction in prayer.
Anger and resentment had undermined my peace, and, to
some extent, had kept me separated from Christ.
I brought these things to my “confession.” “Father, I detest
my resentment and anger. I am unable to strip myself of
these feelings and so I leave them at the foot of your
throne.” Having completed my act of contrition I began
praying the office. I was reading the psalm from the office of
readings when I came upon this passage. I knew that God
had heard my prayer. He spoke to me in the psalm. He
might as well have spoken through a burning bush or from a
cloud in the sky, it was that clear.
And so when my heart grew embittered
And when my soul was deeply wounded
I was stupid and did not understand,
No better than a beast in your sight.
Yet, I was always in your presence;
You were holding me by my right hand. (Psalm
73:21-23)
I think that one of the things that had kept me enslaved to
my anger, clutching desperately to my resentments, quick to
pass judgment is not just the deceitful, mean spiritedness of
a single act. Indeed, I have no resentment toward the one
who instigated the betrayal. I know he is ill. But the rejection
and abandonment of people who claimed to be my friends;
to suffer their abandonment and rejection and their
continued attacks, this is a bitter pill. That’s the source of the
anger and everything else that goes with it.

But I had been stupid, like a dumb animal I have not been
using my brain or my heart. I was not abandoned. The
Father was there through it all. He was holding my
hand. Just as I would have held my own son’s hand when
he was a child, making sure he got through whatever
difficulty faced him. Like a child rests upon its mother’s knee,
protected, provided for, and loved. That’s who God is, not
just for me, but for anyone who calls upon Him.
Who else have I in heaven but you O Lord?
Apart from you I want nothing. (Psalm 73:25)
We are never abandoned. Even if it looks like it and feels
like it, the Lord has us by the hand. He’s got our back. No
real harm can ever befall us. Take His hand. I leave you
with this lyric based on Isaiah 49 from a song by Carey
Landry.
My people, I have carved you on the palm of My
Hand, I will never forget you, I will not leave you
orphaned, I will never forget My own. Would a
mother forget her baby, or a woman the child within
her womb? Yet even if these forget, yes, even if
these forget, I will never forget My own.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - To support
married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some
are on weekends and are seven sessions on
weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples will explore
their individual personality styles, improve listening and
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a
priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit
them at https://wwmema.org/. “…and many who heard him
were astonished.” Jesus commands us to love one
another. Learn to love your spouse more fully on the next
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on Thursdays/
Mondays Jul 8-29
July 4 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In today’s Gospel the people exclaim: “What
mighty deeds are wrought by his hands!”
Because of your gift to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul many “mighty deeds” are
accomplished for the poor. This week put a
gift in the St. Vincent de Paul blue envelopes, knowing
that through your kindness someone who is
suffering will be touched by God in a miraculous
way.

JULY 4, 2021

When the sabbath came he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished.
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What kind
of wisdom has been given him? What mighty deeds are
wrought by his hands!” - Mk 6:2
Readings for the week of July 4, 2021
Sunday:
Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/
2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a
Monday:
Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab
[cf. 2b]/Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday:
Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b
and 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/
Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7
Thursday:
Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/
Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/
Mt 10:7-15
Friday:
Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19,
27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23
Saturday:
Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2,
3-4, 6-7 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33
Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
[8]/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13

St. Clare
Juliette Monroe Bradshaw
Ruby Luna Bradshaw
Colin David Baird

Congratulations to the following from our collaborative who
have received their First Holy Communion! Please keep
them in your prayers.
St. Francis of Assisi
Declan Connolly
Audrey Connolly
St. Clare
Alanna Hough
Madison Ryan

St. Francis of Assisi
Richard Wright
Joseph Kessler
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston
· St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
· Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
· Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

We are now scheduling Mass Intentions through
Sunday, January 9, 2022. To schedule a Mass or for
further information please call the Collaborative Office
at 781-843-1332.

July 4 ~ Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
We hear in today’s gospel that Jesus returned to his
hometown where he did not receive a warm reception. What
they saw was a carpenter’s son and so they questioned his
wisdom, his authority and “they took offense at him.” St. Paul
also refers to the trials and hardships he encountered in his
preaching. Despite the rejection they experienced, neither
Jesus nor St. Paul backed away from their mission. How
about you? When you encounter rejection or obstacles in
speaking the good news, does following Christ feel too much
for you. At those times, ask Jesus for the help you need to
persevere as his disciple, in spite of the difficulties you may
face.
Virtual Rosary for Couples Struggling with Infertility,
Difficult Pregnancies, or Infant Loss
Join Fr. Ed Riley and the Archdiocese Family Life team on
Monday, July 26 from 7:30-8:30 PM to pray for couples
struggling with infertility, difficult pregnancy, or infant loss.
We’ll be praying on the Feast of Sts. Anne and Joachim as
part of National Natural Family Planning Week July 25-31.
You can register through bit.ly/VirtualRosary2021 or
visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more information.
Method Match: How to Choose a Natural Fertility Awareness
Method That Works for You!
On Wednesday July, 28 from 7:30-9:00 PM join the Family Life team
for an interactive webinar that will help you navigate the crowded field
of fertility awareness methods, apps, and tools with certified NFP
instructors Mikayla Dalton and Christina Valenzuela and GYN, Dr.
Patricia Jay. Whether you’re new to NFP or a veteran looking to make
a method switch, this webinar is for you! To register for this free event
use bit.ly/MethodMatch2021 or visit bostoncatholic.org/nfp for more
information.

If you plan to travel this summer or have the opportunity to
sneak away for the weekend, here is something to place in
your suitcase or your smart phone. To find the Mass closest
to your location, visit www.masstimes.org. When you make
your reservations, please remember to reserve some time
for the Lord. Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish
you plan to attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries in 2020-21 are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special blessing
by the Cardinal. Couples can register at bostoncatholic.org/
familylife/anniversary-mass. For more information, please
contact Emily Elliott in Family Life Ministry
at Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

July 4, 2021 - 14th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
It’s all so ordinary that we can
easily miss it. The seagulls
hunting and diving for mollusks at
the beach offer a display of
determination and precision as they gather their food for the
day. It’s simply what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a
magical artfulness and skill to their work that speaks
volumes about the One who breathed life into their being.
This is pretty much the way it is with God’s presence. God
comes in common ways through common things and
ordinary people. Sadly, we are so engulfed in our little
worlds of order and ideas to notice the beauty and wonder of
it all. Many have numbed themselves to the Divine spark at
the essence of all life because that’s just the way it is.
What’s so special about it? A sunset is a sunset and a
seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought about
Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? What
merit can his words possibly have?
If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so
dramatic and intense that it knocks our socks off, then think
again. When pondering God’s relationship with His people
and God’s action in our lives, we have to go back to the
stable and the recurring, creative, unending power of God’s
presence. It was a quiet, run of the mill kind of night. There
was nothing spectacular or extraordinary. To the naked eye,
a woman gave birth to a child and there wasn’t anything
extraordinary to see. We have a hard time understanding
God’s ordinary-ness. Jesus grew up in an ordinary town,
had neighbors and did normal human things. Perhaps that’s
why we don’t always like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us
with extraordinary things but simply challenges us to take a
different look at our ordinary stuff. That makes us
uncomfortable. We prefer things as they are. Our lack of
faith can even cause us to take offense at what Jesus says
and does, dismissing it as folly.
God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that seagull
in flight and keep all things in being regardless of whether
we have the faith to see and understand this. Our personal
agendas, preconceived ideas, misconceptions, and
expectations can often cause us to be hardened and blinded
to what God is doing or desiring to do. While God continues
to do what he has done for all eternity, faith is needed for
God’s presence to bear fruit. The blinders we wear and the
expectations we bring to life can often prevent us from
seeing graced moments that radiate with God’s graceful
presence. They also prevent God’s transforming, healing,
and hope filled vision for our world from being realized.
Without faith, God won’t be able to do much for us either.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Have you ever felt left out? Jesus did. In today's Gospel,
Jesus visited his relatives and old friends. These were the
people he grew up with, the people who knew him the best.
All of a sudden Jesus was not acting like he used to. They
heard that Jesus was healing people, raising people from the
dead, and telling evil spirits to leave. Jesus was even
teaching about God's kingdom, like he really knew what he
was talking about! Well, Jesus' old friends and neighbors did
not like it one bit. How sad for them. God's own Son wanted
to help them, but they didn't want it.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to listen to you and to accept the help
that you want to give me. Amen.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus visiting his old friends.
Mission for the Week
Read today's Gospel with your family. Talk about ways that
people sometimes turn Jesus away. Pray together, asking
God to keep you close to Jesus.

