THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Shawn Carey
frshawn@bostondeafcatholic.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: 2nd Sunday at 1:00 PM
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 848-7481
Debbie Clancy, Grades 1-5
E-mail: FaithFormation4K25@verizon.net
Anne Marie Tranfaglia, Grades 6, 7, 8
E-mail: FaithFormation4628@verizon.net
Ronna Petrilli, Grades 9 & 10
E-mail: rpetrilli@sfab.org
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
Mary Glynn
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
Brenda Flood 617-786-0402
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
May 22, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
John F. Mahoney
Memorial
Sunday
May 23, 2021
7:45AM
Robert J. & Jean M. Barrett Memorial
10:15AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
6:00PM
Saturday
May 29, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
Pope St. John Paul II
Memorial
Sunday
May 30, 2021
7:45AM
10:15AM
Larry Rochon
Anniversary
6:00PM
WE ARE THE STEWARDS …
Offertory
$3,343.00
Online giving
$ 684.00
Total
$4,027.00
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
As always, we thank you for your ongoing generosity. The
offertory is our primary means of meeting our Parish
weekly operational expenses.

Please join us THIS Monday night at 6:45PM, as we pray
the Scriptural Rosary followed by the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy in honor of our Blessed Mother. We will meet (in
person) at St. Francis of Assisi church. In keeping with
the COVID protocols please remember to wear your mask
and sit in the marked pews.

Fr. Shawn will be leaving us to become the coadministrator of St. Jude Parish in. His new assignment
will begin on June 1, 2021. Fr. Shawn has been a blessing to our collaborative. We will surely miss him. Please
join us in wishing him well after the following Masses:
Saturday, May 22 after the 8:00AM at St. Clare
Saturday, May 22 after the 5:30PM at St. Francis
Sunday, May 23 after the 7:45AM at. St. Clare [added]
Saturday, May 29 after the 4:00PM at St. Clare
Sunday, May 30 after the 6:00PM at St. Clare
The location of these gatherings will be determined by
the weather.

From St. Clare
Marie Bishop
From St. Francis of Assisi
Lynette L. Haughton
Marie A. Reale
Frederick Leo
Nicole A. Sorensen
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Check out our new collaborative
www.braintreecatholic.org.

website—

Reminder to parents—If you were unable to make the
First Communion parent meetings last Monday, please
contact the collaborative office at 781-843-1332 to arrange
a meeting time to learn about the process and pick up the
materials.

Shawn Patrick Mullen & Adriana Ranalli
Gregory Joyce & Jessica Marie Chaisson

PENTECOST SUNDAY

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
We often hear about celebrities who make these
“confession” interviews on TV or write books, and they
reveal some deep dark secret or medical condition.
Well, I’m going to make my own confession. I’m going
to tell you about a condition I suffer from. It’s one of those
things no one ever wants to talk about. It’s very common;
in fact, I’m sure I share this malady with people here this
morning. If there is a family with three children one of
them is at high risk for this condition. Are you ready?
I suffer from something called middle child syndrome.
For those among you who are first born or last born in the
family, middle child syndrome usually results in a person
feeling left out, ignored, unappreciated. That’s because the
oldest and the youngest always get the attention.
That is, I think, how most of us treat the Holy Spirit –
like a middle child. For most of us, the Holy Spirit is underappreciated. We rarely pray to the Holy Spirit. We ignore him and it’s easy to see why. Jesus after all was human. We can put a face on him. The Father, well all of us
have an understanding of what father means and we’ve got
those paintings at the Vatican showing the Father as an old
man with a beard.
But the Holy Spirit? It’s hard to wrap our heads around
that. How can we have a relationship with someone we
can’t experience with our senses? We can’t see him. We
can’t touch, taste or smell him. And we used to call him
the Holy Ghost – Yikes!
But we really need to come to know the Holy Spirit. We
need to understand that He is every bit as important as the
Father and the Son. He is just as much God. And he is just
as much with us as Jesus is and the Father.
Who is the Holy Spirit? The Spirit our inspiration and
guide. The Holy Spirit is the one who brings us to understanding and reveals the truth to us. The Holy Spirit makes
us holy and is the one who moves our love into action.
I’ll tell you this, when I find out I’m preaching on a certain Sunday and I look at the readings, I don’t have a clue
where I might go with it. Until I bring the scripture to prayer. And then something comes to me. Then I can work with
it. I can assure you that when I’m through I wonder where
it came from. It comes from the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, at least if it’s a good homily. I’m certain we have all
had similar experiences if we take the time to notice.
 That good deed that we never expected to do – Holy
Spirit.
 The opportunity to be with someone in need – Holy Spirit
 The desire to be with God in prayer – Holy Spirit
 That unexpected feeling of joy or peace even when
things are at their worse – Holy Spirit.
 When we love even when we aren’t loved back – Holy
Spirit.

MAY 23, 2021
Fire in the Old Testament was a sign of God’s presence. Moses noticed the burning bush on the mountain and
was moved to go see what it was. The story of that first
Pentecost tells us about tongues of fire coming upon each of
the disciples gathered in that upper room. The fact that this
flame came and rested on each believer tells us something
that affects our lives and our faith. Those people in that
upper room were all the believers that were in the world at
that time and the Holy Spirit was given to each one. That
same spirit has been given to each of us through baptism
and confirmation and fills the hearts of the faithful with the
POWER of His divine love. By the way the Greek word
used for power can also mean dynamite. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit and that power comes from Divine
Love., and it is dynamite! It was Divine Love that filled
that upper room as it fills this church today. It was Divine
Love that caused each pilgrim in Jerusalem to hear Peter in
his or her own language. It was Divine Love that converted
the hearts of those who heard that message. And it is Divine
Love that moves each of us to God’s service.
Shortly after the Lord’s own Baptism, His first public
act as recorded in scripture was to go to the synagogue
where he picked up a scroll and read these words.
(Is 61:1-2)
“The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me; He has sent me to
bring glad tidings to the lowly, to
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and release
to the prisoners, to announce a year
of favor from the LORD and a day
of vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn.” Then he said,
“Today this scripture passage has
been fulfilled in your hearing.”
My friends because of our own Baptism and Confirmation we can take that same scripture and say with confidence that this passage is also fulfilled in us. Each of us can
say with Christ that the Spirit of God is upon US. He has
sent US to bring good news. He has sent US to heal the
broken hearted. He has sent US to proclaim liberty and
freedom to captives. We are sent by God’s Holy Spirit to
bring comfort to those who mourn; healing to those who are
sick; to prophesy; to preach; to teach; to be the presence of
Christ in a world that is hungry for His presence.
Because the Holy Spirit dwells in us we can walk out the
doors of this church today with a sense of mission. And to
fulfill that mission we need the guidance and prompting of
the Holy Spirit. Let me suggest that we take the gospel acclamation we heard today and personalize it and make it our
own. Make it part of our daily prayer. Let’s call on the Holy Spirit, that forgotten and neglected third person of the
Blessed Trinity, “Come Holy Spirit, fill the heart of your
faithful one and enkindle in me the power of your divine
love.”

