
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education 
 
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 

 

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  85%. 
  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 

option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

Please join us THIS Monday night (and again May 10, 17 
and 24 ) at 6:45PM, as we pray the Scriptural Rosary 
followed by the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in honor of our 
Blessed Mother.  We will meet (in person) at St. Francis of 
Assisi church.  In keeping with the COVID protocols please 
remember to wear your mask and sit in the marked pews. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Deacon Carmine Caruso’s final week in the collaborative is 
the weekend of May 8-9, 2021.  Below is a list of 
opportunities to say goodbye and wish Deacon Carmine well 
as he goes on to become Father Carmine. 

Saturday, May 8 after the 4:00 Mass at St. Clare 
Saturday, May 8 after the 5:30 Mass at St. Francis 

Sunday, May 9 after the 7:45 Mass at St. Clare 
Sunday, May 9 after the 11:30 Mass at St. Clare 

 

Many of you have heard by now that Fr. Shawn will be 
leaving us to become the co-administrator of St. Jude Parish 
in Waltham sometime in early to mid-June.  Fr. Shawn has 
been a blessing to our collaborative.  We will surely miss 
him.  Please join us in wishing him well after the following 
Masses: 

Saturday, May 22 after the 8:00AM at St. Clare 
Saturday, May 22 after the 5:30PM at St. Francis 
Saturday, May 29 after the 4:00PM at St. Clare 
Sunday, May 30 after the 6:00PM at St. Clare 

 

Location of these gatherings is dependent on the 
weather. 
 

 

Saturday, May 1, 2021  

5:30PM Virginia, Albert & Joseph Brosseau Memorial 

Sunday, May 2, 2021   

9:00AM Joseph Baldassini Memorial 

11:30AM Rita I. MacDonald Anniversary 

Monday, May 3, 2021 

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Tuesday, May 4, 2021  

7:00AM   

Wednesday, May 5, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, May 6, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, May 7, 2021  

7:00AM Marie Willis Month’s Mind 

Saturday, May 8, 2021  

5:30PM Russell Peck, Sr. Anniversary 

Sunday, May 9, 2021  

9:00AM Estelle “Kitty” Lezynski Memorial 

11:30AM Katina Napolitano Anniversary 

Offertory Envelopes $  3,557.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,119.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,403.33 

Total Offertory  $  7,079.33 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

I was going to continue this week with more on liturgical 
music.  And then I realized that this is the first Sunday in the 
month of May, a month we Catholics dedicate to the Blessed 
Mother, the Mother of God and our mother too.  
  

Growing up I had a great devotion to Mary.  It was nothing 
like an adult devotion.  It was based on a faith and on trust 
that what I had been told by parents was true.  That Mary is 
the Mother of God and that she loves us and wants to help 
us in this life and lead us happily into the next by bringing us 
closer to her son Jesus. 
  

When I was very young my mother used to get terrible 
migraines.  They would get so bad that she would remain in 
bed for long periods.  At least they felt like long periods to 
me at 5 or 6 years old.  My parents had a statue of the 
Blessed Mother in their bedroom. I can clearly remember 
standing in front of that statue and praying to Mary, not with 
any rote prayer, but with prayers of a child who wanted his 
mother to feel better.  When I was done, I would kiss my 
mother’s forehead in the sign of a cross. I don’t remember if 
her headaches went away but years later as a parent 
myself, I know that a child’s prayer and demonstration of 
love goes a long way to make someone feel better if not 
healed.  “Unless you accept the Kingdom of God like a child, 
you cannot enter it.” (Mark 10:15) I wish I still had faith like 
that. 
  

Back in the day, I’m talking before Vatican II and shortly 
thereafter, when a priest went to a wake, instead of offering 
a liturgical vigil service he would recite the rosary with those 
who had gathered.  When I was still young but old enough to 
go to wakes, I remember how long and boring it seemed.  I 
would think, “is this ever going to end.” And so, I developed 
a distain for the rosary and all those rote prayers. 
  

I left that simple faith behind; that child-like acceptance that 
Jesus talked about. But Mary, my spiritual mother, never 
forgot me, even if I forgot her. She led me back to her Son; 
the one without whom I could not take another breath. 
 

Now, I say the rosary daily (almost at least). It has become 
an integral part of my prayer life, something that continues to 
bless me and lead me closer to Christ.  I cannot recommend 
this prayer enough. If it isn’t part of your prayer experience, 
try it.  It is a powerful prayer.  
 

We Catholics hold the Mother of God in high esteem.  We 
put her, rightly so, on a liturgical pedestal honoring her with 

Holy Days of Obligation.  We have dogmas about her 
Immaculate Conception, her assumption into heaven and 
her Queenship.  Most of us just accept this.  Some of us 
question and wonder where in the world did the church 
come up with all of this.  “I can’t find it in the bible.”    
  

These are weighty questions and worth pondering and 
exploring. 
  

I ran across a video this week that tackles these exact 
questions.  It is a talk given by Dr. Scott Hahn.  He is a 
scripture scholar, professor at the Franciscan University in 
Steubenville Ohio, he’s taught on a regular basis at the 
Pontifical seminary of Santa Croce in Rome. He is the 
founder of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology and is a 
sought-after lecturer. 
  

What is most remarkable is that he is a convert to 
Catholicism.  In fact, he was anti-Catholic. He was a 
Calvinist evangelical minister. He didn’t believe that the 
Church was a bible believing faith. He thought the Eucharist 
was idolatry. And that we worship Mary. So, these questions 
about the Blessed Mother were among the most important 
for him to wrestle with as he moved closer to his new 
spiritual home.  Now some 30 or so years after his 
conversion he speaks about Mary who is now HIS mother in 
this lecture entitled “Hail Holy Queen: Scripture and the 
Mystery of Mary.” 
  

Copy and paste this link into you’re your web browser to 
view the video on YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain 
  

I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
In the Gospel today, Jesus says “Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you 
can do nothing.”  Indeed, by helping the poor we can “bear 
much fruit” and we find that with Jesus we can do 
everything.  
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will show 
that you are indeed the disciple of Jesus as it will bring 
your love to those who live in fear and doubt, loneliness 
and dread.  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch 
cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the 

vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me 

you can do nothing.” - Jn 15:4-5 
 

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021 

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30,  

 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8  

Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/ 

 Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 

 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 

 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/

 Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 

 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/ 

 Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1,  

 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

 
If you are a registered parishioner 
who utilizes the parish envelope 
system or the online giving option 
and would like a copy of your total 
contributions for 2020 please call 
the collaborative office at 781-843-
1332. If you do not currently utilize 

the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would 
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your 
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative 
office.  
 

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 

Sunday Masses continue with limited 
seating to provide safe social distancing 
for all in attendance.  We remind you: You 
must book a seat(s) for the Mass you 
want to attend.  There are two methods 
for booking a time. You may only book 

times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 

 Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Martin “Marty” McPherson 

Paula Breen 
St. Clare 

Ruth Driscoll 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MAY 2, 2021 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
· St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

· Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

· Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

  

  

  
  
  
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 
Mass Reservation line. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From St. Clare 
Mia Victoria Ward 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

May 2 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Companioning others is part of being a disciple.  In our first 
reading, we hear that Saul, having encountered Christ, is 
companioned by Barnabas to meet with the disciples in 
Jerusalem.  In the gospel, Jesus assures us that he is guiding 
and companioning us.   “Whoever remains in me and I in him 
will bear much fruit, because without you can do nothing.” 
With Christ, we have the ability to be his disciples. During this 
Easter season, we have many examples of disciples 
accompanied by Christ doing the work of 
evangelization.  Whom Christ be inviting you to companion on 
their faith journey?  What is holding you back? 
 

To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 
experiences. Some are on weekends and are 
seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual 

personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.  "Remain in me, as I remain in you.@nbsp; 
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it 
remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in 
me.@nbsp;" Learn how your marriage can bear fruit on the 
next English Worldwide Marriage experience on 

Mondays/Thursdays May 3-24 
Thursdays/Mondays Jun 3-24 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2, 2021 - 5th Sunday of Easter  
 “Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 
describe the current display of human existence. In addition 
to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are 
common elements of our daily news, other essential pieces 
are misplaced or missing. Many lack an objective center 
around which to order and structure their lives or a clear set 
of definable goals or mores to act as guideposts and life 
directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a “new 
god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is 
almost as if history only shows that we got this whole thing 
wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. 
The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and errors are 
certainly a part of our often-checkered past, it is hardly the 
case that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the 
history of our lives, but to learn from mistakes that were 
made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our 
successes. Learning is an essential part of being human. 
 

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? 
Some have such a hard time placing God in that position, 
but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the 
Master Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets 
its cues. It is in and through this relationship with the 
Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the 
people we are intended to be and can be. It is only in God 
that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, many think 
that religion too, as well as history in general, has also 
gotten all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us 
differently. We are reminded, today especially, that we are 
meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are 
also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the vine 
upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the source 
of God’s life. 
 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is 
not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and allow 
God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is 
the only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us 
and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s 
commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks 
we need, yet many seek to remove them from all public view 
because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress 
what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They 
are the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until 
we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral 
out of control, never really knowing who we are, what our 
potential can be or how life really can be lived. We will not 
know peace.                                                                   ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn the lamp on. It 
shines brightly. Now, unplug the lamp. The lamp goes dark. 
It might be a nice lamp. It might have a new light bulb. Yet, 
without being plugged in to electricity, the lamp cannot shine. 
In today's Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you are a branch. 
As long as you are attached to Jesus, your faith can grow 
fruit like love, kindness and gentleness. If you break away 
from Jesus, your faith will die, and you will not grow any fruit. 
Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can shine. Stay connected 
to Jesus, so your faith can grow fruit. 
 

Prayer 
God, help me to stay connected to Jesus. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of a tall vine with one branch for every person 
in your family. Write Jesus' name on the vine, and write the 
names of your family members on the branches. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Read Galatians 5:22-23 with your family. Write down the 
nine different kinds of fruit that will grow from your faith, 
when you stay connected to Jesus.  


