THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Shawn Carey
frshawn@bostondeafcatholic.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: 2nd Sunday at 1:00 PM
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 848-7481
Debbie Clancy, Grades 1-5
E-mail: FaithFormation4K25@verizon.net
Anne Marie Tranfaglia, Grades 6, 7, 8
E-mail: FaithFormation4628@verizon.net
Ronna Petrilli, Grades 9 & 10
E-mail: rpetrilli@sfab.org
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoemac@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
Mary Glynn
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
Brenda Flood 617-786-0402
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
May 1, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
Philip Fontana
1st Anniversary
Frank Fontana
B’day Memorial
Sunday
May 2, 2021
7:45AM
10:15AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
6:00PM
Saturday
May 8, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
William & Florence Potter Memorial
Sunday
May 9, 2021
7:45AM
Alice Beaulieu
Anniversary
10:15AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
6:00PM
WE ARE THE STEWARDS …
Offertory
$2,673.00
Online giving
$ 464.00
Total
$3,137.00
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of May 1-7 have been donated in loving memory
of the Fontana Family. The Sanctuary light will burn in
loving memory of Philip Fontana.

BRAINTREE
Sunday Masses continue with limited
seating to provide safe social distancing for
all in attendance. We remind you: You
must book a seat(s) for the Mass you
want to attend. There are two methods for
booking a time. You may only book times
for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/
Phone Booking—Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3; Follow
recorded instructions; ¨ Provide your Name, Phone#,
Church, Mass Time and the total # of household members
coming to Mass. Hang up after you are done with your
message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times. You do
not have to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling
condition that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
As always, we thank you for your ongoing generosity. The
offertory is our primary means of meeting our Parish
weekly operational expenses.
If you are a registered parishioner who utilizes
the parish envelope system or the online giving
option and would like a copy of your total
contributions for 2020 please call the
collaborative office at 781-843-1332. If you do not
currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online giving
system, but would like to; or if you have any questions
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in
the collaborative office.

From St. Clare
Ruth Driscoll
From St. Francis of Assisi
Martin “Marty” McPherson
Paula Breen
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Please join us THIS Monday night (and again May 10, 17
and 24 ) at 6:45PM, as we pray the Scriptural Rosary followed by the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in honor of our
Blessed Mother. We will meet (in person) at St. Francis
of Assisi church. In keeping with the COVID protocols
please remember to wear your mask and sit in the marked
pews.

We are booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, June
27, 2021. To schedule a Mass or for further information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-8431332. Please do not leave this information on the Mass
Reservation line.

From St. Clare
Mia Victoria Ward

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

From
Deacon Joe
MacDonald
I was going to continue this week with more on liturgical
music. And then I realized that this is the first Sunday in
the month of May, a month we Catholics dedicate to the
Blessed Mother, the Mother of God and our mother too.
Growing up I had a great devotion to Mary. It was nothing
like an adult devotion. It was based on a faith and on trust
that what I had been told by parents was true. That Mary is
the Mother of God and that she loves us and wants to help
us in this life and lead us happily into the next by bringing
us closer to her son Jesus.
When I was very young my mother used to get terrible migraines. They would get so bad that she would remain in
bed for long periods. At least they felt like long periods to
me at 5 or 6 years old. My parents had a statue of the
Blessed Mother in their bedroom. I can clearly remember
standing in front of that statue and praying to Mary, not
with any rote prayer, but with prayers of a child who wanted his mother to feel better. When I was done, I would kiss
my mother’s forehead in the sign of a cross. I don’t remember if her headaches went away but years later as a parent
myself, I know that a child’s prayer and demonstration of
love goes a long way to make someone feel better if not
healed. “Unless you accept the Kingdom of God like a
child, you cannot enter it.” (Mark 10:15) I wish I still had
faith like that.
Back in the day, I’m talking before Vatican II and shortly
thereafter, when a priest went to a wake, instead of offering
a liturgical vigil service he would recite the rosary with
those who had gathered. When I was still young but old
enough to go to wakes, I remember how long and boring it
seemed. I would think, “is this ever going to end.” And so,
I developed a distain for the rosary and all those rote prayers.
I left that simple faith behind; that child-like acceptance
that Jesus talked about. But Mary, my spiritual mother,
never forgot me, even if I forgot her. She led me back to
her Son; the one without whom I could not take another
breath.
Now, I say the rosary daily (almost at least). It has become
an integral part of my prayer life, something that continues
to bless me and lead me closer to Christ. I cannot recommend this prayer enough. If it isn’t part of your prayer experience, try it. It is a powerful prayer.
We Catholics hold the Mother of God in high esteem. We
put her, rightly so, on a liturgical pedestal honoring her
with Holy Days of Obligation. We have dogmas about her
Immaculate Conception, her assumption into heaven and

MAY 2, 2021
her queenship. Most of us just accept this. Some of us
question and wonder where in the world did the church
come up with all of this. “I can’t find it in the bible.”
These are weighty questions and worth pondering and exploring.
I ran across a video this week that tackles these exact questions. It is a talk given by Dr. Scott Hahn. He is a scripture
scholar, professor at the Franciscan University in Steubenville Ohio, he’s taught on a regular basis at the Pontifical
seminary of Santa Croce in Rome. He is the founder of the
St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology and is a sought-after
lecturer.
What is most remarkable is that he is a convert to Catholicism. In fact, he was anti-Catholic. He was a Calvinist
evangelical minister. He didn’t believe that the Church was
a bible believing faith. He thought the Eucharist was idolatry. And that we worship Mary. So, these questions about
the Blessed Mother were among the most important for him
to wrestle with as he moved closer to his new spiritual
home. Now some 30 or so years after his conversion he
speaks about Mary who is now HIS mother in this lecture
entitled “Hail Holy Queen: Scripture and the Mystery of
Mary.”
Copy and paste this link into you’re your web browser to
view the video on YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Dn1tWuIoZsg&ab_channel=EWTNGreatBritain
I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.

Deacon Carmine Caruso’s final week in the collaborative
is the weekend of May 8-9, 2021. Below is a list of opportunities to say goodbye and wish Deacon Carmine well as
he goes on to become Father Carmine.
Saturday, May 8 after the 4:00 Mass at St. Clare
Saturday, May 8 after the 5:30 Mass at St. Francis
Sunday, May 9 after the 7:45 Mass at St. Clare
Sunday, May 9 after the 11:30 Mass at St. Clare
Many of you have heard by now that Fr. Shawn will be
leaving us to become the co-administrator of St. Jude Parish
in Waltham sometime in early to mid-June. Fr. Shawn has
been a blessing to our collaborative. We will surely miss
him. Please join us in wishing him well after the following
Masses:
Saturday, May 22 after the 8:00AM at St. Clare
Saturday, May 22 after the 5:30PM at St. Francis
Saturday, May 29 after the 4:00PM at St. Clare
Sunday, May 30 after the 6:00PM at St. Clare
The location of these gatherings will be determined by
the weather.

