THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Shawn Carey
frshawn@bostondeafcatholic.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: 2nd Sunday at 1:00 PM
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 848-7481
Debbie Clancy, Grades 1-5
E-mail: FaithFormation4K25@verizon.net
Anne Marie Tranfaglia, Grades 6, 7, 8
E-mail: FaithFormation4628@verizon.net
Ronna Petrilli, Grades 9 & 10
E-mail: rpetrilli@sfab.org
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoemac@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
Mary Glynn
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
Brenda Flood 617-786-0402
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
April 24, 2021
8:00AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
4:00PM
Arthur Gillis
4th Anniversary
Sunday
April 25, 2021
7:45AM
Dante Varrasso
4th Anniversary
10:15AM
John Clougher
Memorial
6:00PM
John Gately
6th Anniversary
Saturday
May 1, 2021
8:00AM
4:00PM
Philip Fontana
1st Anniversary
Frank Fontana
B’day Memorial
Sunday
May 2, 2021
7:45AM
10:15AM
6:00PM
WE ARE THE STEWARDS …
Offertory
$3,563.00
Online giving
$ 599.00
Total
$4,162.00
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the parish office
or visit our web site.
As always, we thank you for your ongoing generosity. The
offertory is our primary means of meeting our Parish
weekly operational expenses.
If you are a registered parishioner who
utilizes the parish envelope system or the
online giving option and would like a copy
of your total contributions for 2020 please
call the collaborative office at 781-8431332. If you do not currently utilize the parish envelope or
EFT/online giving system, but would like to; or if you have
any questions regarding your statement, please contact
Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office.

From St. Clare
Anthony J. Catto
Margaret Casey
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

BRAINTREE
Sunday Masses continue with limited
seating to provide safe social distancing for
all in attendance. We remind you: You
must book a seat(s) for the Mass you
want to attend. There are two methods for
booking a time. You may only book times
for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/
Phone Booking—Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3; Follow
recorded instructions; ¨ Provide your Name, Phone#,
Church, Mass Time and the total # of household members
coming to Mass. Hang up after you are done with your
message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times. You do
not have to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling
condition that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more
about religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on April 28, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom. There
will be a Panel Discussion on the Various Stages of Formation. If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr.
Marian Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617746-2025 for more information and the link to the meeting.

We are booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, June
27, 2021. To schedule a Mass or for further information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-8431332. Please do not leave this information on the Mass
Reservation line.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

From
Deacon Joe
MacDonald
Music and Liturgy
It is said that Music serves the Liturgy and that the Liturgy
does not serve the Music. This might seem obvious and if
a parish has a music director that has even a rudimentary
understanding of Liturgy there is rarely a problem in this
regard.
What kind of music serves the Liturgy? I’m not speaking
about any particular idiom. Various kinds of music, from
folk, contemporary and traditional, can all serve the Liturgy.
Certainly it would be difficult if not impossible to make a
case for a “pop” song to be used in Liturgy. We sometimes
get requests for popular songs at funerals or weddings,
“Wind Beneath My Wings” and “You Raise Me up.” Back
in the 70’s there was a wedding that requested the song “A
Whiter Shade of Pale,” a song about sea sickness. I’m not
making that up.
Someone might make the argument that “You Raise me
Up” has religious overtones and that it can be interpreted as
a religious song. That’s true, but not everyone who hears
that song at a liturgy is going to interpret it the same way.
When the Beatles came out with “Let It Be” in 1970 the
lyric “Mother Mary comes to me, speaking words of wisdom, Let it be,” immediately jumped out at me, a Catholic,
as something very Marian. It always led me to the Blessed
Mother speaking to the Angel, “Let it be done to me as you
have said.” That was my interpretation. Although it is still
one of my favorite songs of all time, I would not use it in a
Liturgy, even on a Marian feast day.
So, does this mean any specifically religious song is also
an appropriate Liturgical song? - Not at all! There are several things that help make a song or hymn liturgical. I’ll
focus on only one today. It is a song for the people. In
Liturgy, hymns and songs accompany certain actions. They
are the Entrance Procession, the Offertory Procession and
the Communion Procession. We can also have a song at the
end of Mass although that is not necessary. While these
hymns and songs accompany an action that is not their only
purpose. The assembly by participating in the singing of
the music serves to unify the people of God and point their
hearts and minds toward the mysteries being celebrated. If
this can’t happen, either because the song is technically too
difficult for the average singer or because the music is
merely “performed” by the rehearsed musicians then it is
not a good choice for liturgy.
Even when we have a song that is “Liturgical,” it doesn’t
mean it fits every Liturgy or even every part in a particular
Liturgy. For example, we would not sing “O Come All Ye

APRIL 25, 2021
Faithful” on Easter Sunday. Nor would we sing “Jesus
Christ is Risen Today” on the First Sunday of Advent.
These songs just don’t speak to that particular season or
day.
A rousing, strong, mighty hymn or song of praise makes for
a good Entrance Procession but not so much a song for
Communion when people are more reflective. By the same
token, we probably don’t want to use a meditative style to
begin a Mass.
For the most part, the average church-goer doesn’t have to
worry about the choosing of music for Mass. It is usually
prepared by professional people with at least a fundamental
background in both Music and Liturgy. My purpose in this
column is to provide a bit of Liturgical Catechesis and guidance for those important celebrations that you may find
yourself involved with, such as family weddings and funerals.
I hope you have found this article helpful and informative.
Deacon Carmine Caruso’s final week in the
collaborative is the weekend of May 8-9,
2021. Below is a list of opportunities to say
goodbye and wish Deacon Carmine well as he
goes on to become Father Carmine.
Saturday, May 8 after the 4:00 Mass at St. Clare
Saturday, May 8 after the 5:30 Mass at St. Francis
Sunday, May 9 after the 7:45 Mass at St. Clare
Sunday, May 9 after the 11:30 Mass at St. Clare
Many of you have heard by now that Fr. Shawn will be
leaving us to become the co-administrator of St. Jude Parish
in Waltham sometime in early to mid-June. Fr. Shawn has
been a blessing to our collaborative. We will surely miss
him. Please join us in wishing him well after the following
Masses:
Saturday, May 22 after the 8:00AM at St. Clare
Saturday, May 22 after the 5:30PM at St. Francis
Saturday, May 29 after the 4:00PM at St. Clare
Sunday, May 30 after the 6:00PM at St. Clare
Weather permitting these goodbyes will be held outdoors.

From St. Clare
Wyatt Everard Dixon
From St. Francis of Assisi
Owen Phillip Baker
Jackson Joseph Rogers

