ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff: Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238
Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238
Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the
Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Community Meetings:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or
unable to attend Mass because of illness.
School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM
(Suspended due to Coronavirus)
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, March 27, 2021
5:30PM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, March 28, 2021
9:00AM
11:30AM

Henry Fitzgerald

Anniversary

Monday, March 29, 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?
pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09

to Join and Pray. Meeting ID: 879 6040 1967; Passcode:
730587. For questions call Lisa at 781-983-3628.

7:00AM
Tuesday, March 30, 2021
7:00AM
Wednesday, March 31, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, April 1, 2021
7:30PM

Please join us as together we pray the
Scriptural Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy VIRTUALLY each Monday Night at
7:00 PM throughout Lent (February 22 through April
5). Please follow the Zoom link:

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Fridays of Lent 3:00PM at St.
Francis... We hope you will join us
for Stations on March 5, 12, 19
and 26 and April 2. Bring your
family, bring your friends, or join us
for some individual prayer time as
we journey with the Lord.

Friday, April 2, 2021
7:30AM

The Passion of the Lord

Saturday, April 3, 2021
8:30PM

Easter Vigil

Sunday, April 4, 2021
7:00AM

Alleluia

9:00AM

He is

12:30PM

Risen

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,792.00

Offertory/Loose

$ 1,071.00

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,329.58

Total Offertory

$ 8,192.58

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Holy Thursday, April 1, 2021
9AM
Morning Prayer
St. Clare
7:30PM
Mass of the Lord’s Supper St. Francis
Good Friday, April 2, 2021
9:00AM
Morning Prayer
12:00PM Stations of the Cross
12:00PM Stations of the Cross
3:00PM
Passion Service
7:30PM
Passion Service

St. Clare
St. Clare
St. Francis
St. Clare
St. Francis

Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021
9:00AM
Morning Prayer
7:30PM
Easter Vigil

St. Clare
St. Francis

7:00AM
8:30AM
9:00AM
10:30AM
12:00PM
6:00PM

St. Francis
St. Clare
St. Francis
St. Clare
St. Francis
St. Clare

Easter Mass
Easter Mass
Easter Mass
Easter Mass
Easter Mass
Easter Mass

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
"My brothers, it was to us that this message of salvation was
sent forth. The inhabitants of Jerusalem and their rulers
failed to recognize him, and in condemning him they fulfilled
the words of the prophets which we read Sabbath after
Sabbath. Even though they found no charge against him
which deserved death, they begged Pilate to have him
executed. Once they had thus brought about all that had
been written of him, they took him down from the tree and
laid him in a tomb. Yet God raised him from the dead." (Acts
13:26-30)
I was visiting my mother before she died. It was at a nursing
home about twelve years ago and we were having a very
nice time together. Although it was beginning to get difficult
to hold much of a conversation with her, on this day she
seemed particularly lucid. I told her what my children had
been up to, how Kate was doing in college and how Ben had
made an appointment to get his license. She really enjoyed
hearing it all. Then she looked at me and asked, “Now who
do you live with?” Either she didn’t recognize me at that
moment or she didn’t recognize the names of my children.
A couple of weeks later mom was taken to the hospital with
chest pain. My older sister Annemarie and I were there in
the Emergency Room. My younger sister Julie was home
with a sick child. Mom kept calling Annemarie and I her
“good children” because we were there. We knew she was
angry at our missing sister but we kept explaining that her
little boy was sick and still, 5 minutes later Mom would ask
why the other one wasn’t there. Then after about three hours
together Mom asked “Now where is that Annemarie –
doesn’t she care?” My sister and I looked at each other and
then at Mom and I pointed to the other side of the bed and
said “Mum, THAT’S Annemarie.” “Oh”

that way very well. It’s because I’m “sick” in a way. Maybe
it’s ADD. Who knows?
So too, it wasn’t necessarily that the people of Jerusalem
were bad or evil that they failed to recognize Christ. They
were sick too. Their sickness is one we all share – it’s called
sin.
Its symptoms are hideous. It blinds us. We become deaf to
the voice of God and others. It makes us desire more than
we need when those around us don’t have enough. It makes
us apathetic and mute in the face of injustice and tyranny
and often it looks good, feels good, sounds good and smells
good, but it isn’t. It always has the potential to be fatal.
But there is an elixir; there is a vaccine of sorts: there is
ONE cure. It comes to us from a broken, bleeding,
abandoned man who hung on a cross for only one purpose
– to free us from the grasp of this deadly disease of sin and
raise us to a new life like his own.
And if we accept this new life, this life that is like His, then
we no longer have the luxury to be blinded to the face of
Christ in our neighbor or even our enemies. We can no
longer be deaf to the cry of the poor; silent in the face of
human tragedy; or so caught up in ourselves and what we
want and how we feel, that we exclude others, sometimes
even those we love dearly.
So, when we get to a point in our lives when we feel like we
didn’t get the cure or that we’re having a relapse we
shouldn’t be afraid to approach the divine healer and ask for
a booster shot or a second or third dose of His love. It’s
available in prayer and the sacraments, and the prayers and
the love we offer each other.
Why don’t we get better together? Let’s take the cure.
Accept the Lord Jesus into our lives anew, and live not in the
darkness of a tomb but in the refreshing light of life in Christ.

Luanne and I went out to dinner and while we were eating a
woman came up to me and started to chat. We had a nice
conversation – very cordial and polite. She knew who I was.
But I didn’t have a clue who she was. She looked familiar
and I knew I should have recognized her – but I was at a
loss.
My mom didn’t recognize my sister or me because she was
bad; she didn’t recognize us because she was sick. She had
Alzheimer’s disease.
I have difficulty recognizing people when I see them in
unfamiliar settings and forget names even in familiar settings
not because I’m bad or I don’t care but the part of my brain
that recognizes and remembers those things doesn’t work

Check out our new collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. This will replace the former
parish
websites
www.sfab.org
and
www.stclarebraintree.org.

MARCH 28, 2020

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from

10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
 Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
 Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

From St. Clare
Christopher Ghiloni
St. Francis of Assisi
Paul G. Flynn, Jr.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.
If you are a registered
parishioner who utilizes the
parish envelope system or the
online giving option and would
like a copy of your total
contributions for 2020 please call
the collaborative office at 781843-1332. In accordance with federal regulations
contribution statements have been mailed to any parishioner
who has made a single contribution of $250 or more. If you
do not currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online
giving system, but would like to; or if you have any questions
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in
the collaborative office.

Those preceding him as well as those following kept
crying out:
“Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to
come!
Hosanna in the highest!”
- Mk 11:9-10
Readings for the week of March 28, 2021
Sunday:
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/
Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/
Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39
Monday:
Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/
Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday:
Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15
and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and
33-34 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25
Thursday:
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13,
15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/
1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15
Friday:
Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13,
15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/ Heb 4:14-16;
5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42
Saturday:
Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/
Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35
[30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22
[5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13,
15-18/ Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
17-18 [1b]/ Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6,
11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4,
5-6 [3]/ Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9,
10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/
Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3,
4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15,
18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2,
16-17, 22-23/Mk 16:1-7
Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,
22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/
Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 or Lk 24:13-35

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide
safe social distancing for all in attendance. We remind you:
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only
book times for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree (regular weekend Mass)
Phone Booking
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3
¨ Follow recorded instructions
¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the
total # of household members coming to Mass. Hang up
after you are done with your message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times in
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask;
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
June 27, 2021. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781843-1332. Please do not leave this information on the
Mass Reservation line.

2021 Catholic Appeal Update I am pleased to share that even
during these difficult times, St. Francis of Assisi has raised $X
toward our 2021 Catholic Appeal goal of $X. Our heartfelt
thanks to all who have helped make our campaign a success
so far. Whether you are attending Mass in person or watching
from home, I invite you to join me in supporting the Catholic
Appeal. We recognize that many of you may be navigating
your own financial challenges but ask for your prayerful
consideration of a gift to the 2021 Catholic Appeal at
whatever level is comfortable for you. If you have not
received a Catholic Appeal letter or email request, donations
can be made on line at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org Every
gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and can make an
impact. Your participation in our Appeal is very much
appreciated by our parish and the thousands that are served
through the Archdiocesan Central Ministries. This is our
Church and when you support the Appeal, you support us!
March 21 ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jesus presents us with an amazing paradox in today’s
Gospel. It is only by death that new life comes; only by
spending our life that we preserve it; and only by service
comes greatness. This gospel way of life goes counter to all
that the world preaches. It requires great courage to live by
Jesus’ word. As a follower of Jesus, take to heart both his
teachings and his actions. What else needs to change in your
life in order to live in imitation of Jesus? There is still time in
the remaining days of Lent to beg Jesus for the courage to
make that change. Act now!
Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter
has gone "Virtual"!
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage
experiences. Some are on weekends and some span multiple
weeks on a given weekday. Couples will explore their
individual personality styles, improve listening and
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a
priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them
at https://wwmema.org/. As we celebrate Palm Sunday, let
us be open to the love from our spouse and God by
participating in a virtual Worldwide Marriage experience on
Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29
Friday/Saturday/Sunday April 23-25

March 28, 2021- Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Many
struggle with Jesus. Some who consider themselves faithful hail him
in their churches but still struggle to figure out what to do with him on
our streets. The message is somehow more palatable when it
echoes pious renderings and sentiments and involves singing
hosannas during worship. It becomes a bit trickier when it gets to the
part about changing the way we conduct the business of our lives,
becoming more sensitive to the disadvantaged, poor, and
marginalized, and living as servants of our Loving Creator. Ultimately,
it is a struggle between wanting to be God ourselves and letting God
be God as God is. That’s why it’s so easy to become hypocritical.
We, like those who hailed Christ as he arrived in Jerusalem and sent
Christ to the cross to die, also talk out of both sides of our mouths.
We entertain what suits us at the time and walk away from the rest.
Many neglect God’s beautiful creation because they prefer what
humans have made instead. Progress isn’t seen in preserving and
enhancing what God has made but replacing it with something we
believe is better and more useful. The earth, flowers, and animals
are all expendable if they stand in the way of the “more” we want to
achieve. We seek to remove as many obstacles and hurdles as
possible in search of the easiest, quickest, and most efficient path we
can find. We have created drugs and laws that preserve our free
choice, even though it may mean setting aside God’s vision and
example. Why suffer when we can easily be put to rest? Why endure
insult or injury when we can retaliate, eliminate or subdue? Why
accept life when it is acceptable to choose otherwise? We want to be
God and resist accepting the fact that our real Creator has already
given us the blueprints for the life we need to live in the Beatitudes
and in the example of his Passion. We don’t like being stewards and
managers and really want the power to do as we wish and desire.
We want to create our own way.
Where has the true, effective Christian voice been through all of the
wars and violence, prejudice and unjust conquests, abuse of human
beings and attempted extinctions of nationalities, the establishments
of procedures and protocols that serve only a few and not the many
and all of the injustices and exploitations that are a part of our human
history? A few courageous prophets have stood up and out
throughout all of the comings and goings of our human journey with
many receiving the same fate as the Crucified One we hail this week.
Some still walk among us as shining stars showing us how it really
can be. How would Jesus’ journey have ended if he lived life as we
do? Unless we encounter the good with the bad, the just with the
unjust, the grace with the sin, the glory with the cross, the death with
the life we most certainly risk rendering God obsolete. After all,
haven’t we already convinced ourselves that we can do better?
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
In today's Gospel, Jesus spent forty days in the desert.
Jesus stayed close to God, and he followed God's directions
every day of his life. When Satan came to test Jesus he was
ready. Jesus passed every test beautifully. He said "No" to
temptation. When you write spelling words over and over, it
is easier to remember them. If you are learning a new
language, it helps to make flash cards to practice with. Once
you memorize all your words, taking the test is pretty easy.
The more you read the Bible and do what God asks in his
word, the easier it will be for you to pass Satan's tests, too.
Prayer
God, help me to stay close to you so that I am ready for my
tests.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus helping you remember Bible verses.
Mission for the Week
Memorize Proverbs 1:3, "You will learn what is right and
honest and fair." Practice writing it and saying it every day,
until you know this verse by heart.

