
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  90%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 
option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
 
 

 
Please join us as together we pray the 
Scriptural Rosary and Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy VIRTUALLY each Monday Night at 

7:00 PM throughout Lent (February 22 through April 
5).  Please follow the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?
pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09 

to Join and Pray.  Meeting ID: 879 6040 1967; Passcode: 
730587.  For questions call Lisa at 781-983-3628.  
 
Fridays of Lent 3:00PM at St. 
Francis... We hope you will join us 
for Stations on March 5, 12, 19 
and 26 and April 2. Bring your 
family, bring your friends, or join us 
for some individual prayer time as 
we journey with the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
9AM Morning Prayer St. Clare 
7:30PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper St. Francis 
 
Good Friday, April 2, 2021 
9:00AM Morning Prayer St. Clare 
12:00PM Stations of the Cross St. Clare 
12:00PM Stations of the Cross St. Francis 
3:00PM Passion Service St. Clare 
7:30PM Passion Service St. Francis 
 
Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021 
9:00AM Morning Prayer St. Clare 
7:30PM Easter Vigil St. Francis 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00AM Easter Mass St. Francis 
8:30AM Easter Mass St. Clare 
9:00AM Easter Mass St. Francis 
10:30AM Easter Mass St. Clare 
12:00PM Easter Mass St. Francis 
6:00PM Easter Mass St. Clare 

Saturday, March 20, 2021  

5:30PM Bertha Capello Memorial 

Sunday, March 21, 2021   

9:00AM Pasquale & Benedetta 
Compagnone 

Memorial 

11:30AM Debra Canale Anniversary 

Monday, March 22, 2021 

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Tuesday, March 23, 2021  

7:00AM Richard Walbridge Anniversary 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, March 25, 2021  

7:00AM Mary Ann Guay Month’s Mind 

Friday, March 26, 2021  

7:00AM John & Catherine Davis & Family Memorial 

Saturday, March 27, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, March 28, 2021  

9:00AM   

11:30AM Henry Fitzgerald Anniversary 

Offertory Envelopes $  6,078.00 

Offertory/Loose  $     920.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,329.58 

Total Offertory  $  9,327.58 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09


 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

 
The Lord, speaking through His prophet Jeremiah promises 
that at some point in the future he will make a “new” 
covenant with the people. 
  
But what exactly is a covenant? It isn’t quite the same as a 
contract. A contract lays out certain obligations between two 
parties. Once those obligations are met the contract is no 
longer needed. There is no longer a relationship between 
those parties. 
  
A covenant, although it lays out certain obligations, is 
something more.  A covenant, especially to the people of 
Israel was something of God.  It was sacred. The term of a 
covenant is open ended.  It doesn’t end. Furthermore, the 
relationship is not simply a legal one. A covenant is familial. 
It says “we are now family.” A marriage is a covenant 
relationship, a man and a woman don’t just don’t lay out their 
obligations to each other. In marriage the husband says to 
his bride “you are now my family.” Likewise, the bride says 
to her groom “you are now my family.” 
  
This is the significance of the covenants that God 
established with Israel. It is the Almighty, telling his 
creatures, that they are now His family, members of the 
household of God. 
  
Time after time the people of God went astray, forgot their 
obligations or ignored them.  But God, ever faithful would 
call his people through the prophets back to a right 
relationship with Him.  And when the people repented, He 
would establish and renew their covenants. 
  
In the ancient world, covenants were ratified by blood 
(animal) sacrifices, typically a lamb. The night of the exodus 
from Egypt, a lamb was offered, its blood posted on the 
doorway, and its flesh eaten. And so, death passed over 
those households and they were saved.    
  
And so, it was no coincidence that John the Baptist pointed 
to Jesus saying “Behold the Lamb of God.”  In Him we 
behold the sacrifice of God.  It was Jesus who would be 
sacrificed, whose blood would be poured out. He said as 
much at the Last Supper when he took the cup and said, 
“This is my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting 
covenant to be poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 

The new covenant foretold by the Prophet Jeremiah was 
ratified by Christ sacrificed on the Cross. And this sacrifice is 
what we continue to experience each time we participate in 
Mass. We call it the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for a reason 
because we enter into that same sacrifice of Christ. It is not 
a reenactment; it is not just a sign or symbol.  We are not 
making a new sacrifice. In our Eucharistic remembrance we 
make present again the sacrifice of Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday. We are there with Jesus at the Last Supper; we 
stand with Mary, John and the other women at the foot of the 
cross; and we are witnesses to the resurrection. 
  
The song of Good Friday asks us: “Were you there when the 
crucified the Lord?” Yes! We are there every time we come 
to Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question:  
What is spiritual communion, and do you need to be in a 
state of grace to receive it?  
 

Answer: 
The practice of making a “spiritual communion” dates back 
several centuries and St. Thomas Aquinas described it as 
“an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament 
and a loving embrace as though we had already received 
Him.” Traditionally, a prayer of spiritual communion has 
been used by those who are unable to receive sacramental 
communion because of health, inability to attend Mass, or 
who cannot receive communion because of grave sin. This 
practice has been encouraged by many saints and spiritual 
writers and most recently Pope Francis encouraged the 
practice when the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic 
prevented so many Catholics from taking part in the Mass or 
receiving sacramental communion.  
 

Although the graces offered in spiritual communion are not 

the same as those offered in the sacramental communion of 

the Mass, this practice is still a powerful opportunity to 

express our desire for union with the Lord and to be united 

with Christ and the Church, even in an imperfect way.  
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 
10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

From St. Francis of Assisi 

Robert MacDonald 
David J. Kear 

Gertrude K. Blake 
Nicholas V. DeAngelo 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  
 

If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or the 
online giving option and would 
like a copy of your total 
contributions for 2020 please call 
the collaborative office at 781-

843-1332. In accordance with federal regulations 
contribution statements have been mailed to any parishioner 
who has made a single contribution of $250 or more. If you 
do not currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online 
giving system, but would like to; or if you have any questions 
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in 
the collaborative office.  

 

 
 
 

 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit.” - Jn 12:23-24 

 

Readings for the week of March 21, 2021 
Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 
 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or  
 Ez 37:12-14/ 

Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
 [7]/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
 33b-45  

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 
 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/ 

Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 
 [2]/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 
 55, 56 [52b]/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11 
 [8a, 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 
 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 
 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/ 
 Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/ 
 Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39  

 
The Braintree Catholic Women’s Club 
has two $1,000 scholarships available 
to high school seniors who are 
graduating this year (2021). One will be 

awarded to a Braintree High School Senior and the other to 
a Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high school. 
Notices have been sent to all participating schools. Please 
contact your Guidance Department to request an application 
regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs. Margaret Hart, 
Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755. The deadline for 
applying for these scholarships is April 17, 2021.  

March 21, 2020 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 
safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.  
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 
book times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 

 Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 
Mass Reservation line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 

Fiat - A gathering of women interested in learning more about religious 
life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, March 24, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.   The topic will be “The Stations of the 
Cross.” If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian 
Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 
information and the link to the meeting. 
 

March 21 ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jesus presents us with an amazing paradox in today’s 
Gospel.  It is only by death that new life comes; only by 
spending our life that we preserve it; and only by service 
comes greatness.  This gospel way of life goes counter to all 
that the world preaches.  It requires great courage to live by 
Jesus’ word.  As a follower of Jesus, take to heart both his 
teachings and his actions.  What else needs to change in your 
life in order to live in imitation of Jesus?  There is still time in 
the remaining days of Lent to beg Jesus for the courage to 
make that change.  Act now! 
 

 
Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has gone "Virtual"! 
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 

experiences. Some are on weekends and some span multiple 
weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will explore their 
individual personality styles, improve listening and 
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their 
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a 
grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”  We must 
die to self to give more in our marriage.  Learn how to be the 
best spouse possible by participating in a virtual Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter experience on 
 Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 
            Friday/Saturday/Sunday April 23-25 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 21, 2021—5th Sunday of Lent 
Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson is 
really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When we 
internalize things we have learned, they become a part of 
who we are and influence how we perceive and interact with 
our world. The same is true for the law God has written upon 
our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we will simply 
know it to be true and act accordingly.  Sometimes, it is hard 
to get people to learn the lessons they need to learn. They 
are often distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or 
just too stubborn and unable or unwilling to see what is right 
before their eyes. Understanding that God is in a loving and 
committed relationship with those fashioned and formed in 
God’s own image, seems like such a simple lesson to learn. 
But history and experience has proven that it is not.  
 

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to 
learn something very particular about ourselves. We must, 
like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because 
God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are 
specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we 
can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not 
the task of the world to tell us who we are and what has 
meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity for 
greater life but a permanent ending to the life they have 
known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be 
fully human because he was! He knows the joys, limitations, 
sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and 
joys of the human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth 
of knowledge and life’s lessons from his example, especially 
obedience.  
 

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and 
gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen 
more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally 
flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, 
direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of 
darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight it, 
or be overcome by it because we will know, having 
internalized this profound lesson before, that God will bring 
new life. God’s law is love and love never fails. Even in the 
moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of 
his Father. What he learned allowed him to put everything in 
perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that 
echoed within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn 
the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to 
help others see what is right before their eyes. 

©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
When you act bossy, selfish, or rude, no one will want to 
spend time with you. You will be lonely and unhappy. Follow 
the example of Jesus instead. Be strong in your faith. Do all 
that God asks you to do, even when it is not easy. Be 
honest. Be kind. Share what you have been given. Be 
helpful. Forgive. Show everyone what God is like. When you 
follow Jesus' example, you won't be lonely. When people 
around you see that your faith is real, they will come to you 
for help. They will want to know what makes you different. 
Then you can point them to Jesus. 
 

Prayer 
God, help me to follow Jesus. I want to show everyone how 
great you really are. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself sharing your lunch with a friend 
who has no food. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Look for ways to be helpful in your family. Help set the table. 
Take the trash out. Put away your toys and books without 
being asked. When your family notices you being so helpful, 
tell them you are trying to follow Jesus' example.  


