St. Francis of Assisi Parish
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238
Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238

Parish Office:

Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager

Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the
Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Community Meetings:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or
unable to attend Mass because of illness.
School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM
(Suspended due to Coronavirus)
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, March 13, 2021
5:30PM

Daniel & Charlotte Mahoney

Memorial

Sunday, March 14, 2021
9:00AM

Please join us as together we
pray the Scriptural Rosary and
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
VIRTUALLY each Monday Night
at 7:00 PM throughout Lent
(February 22 through April 5). Please follow the Zoom link:

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

11:30AM
Monday, March 15, 2021
7:00AM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?
pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09

Tuesday, March 16, 2021
7:00AM

Kathleen Walbridge

Anniversary

to Join and Pray. Meeting ID: 879 6040 1967; Passcode:
730587. For questions call Lisa at 781-983-3628.

Memorial

Fridays of Lent 3:00PM at St. Francis... We hope you will
join us for Stations on March 5, 12, 19 and 26 and April 2.
Bring your family, bring your friends, or join us for some
individual prayer time as we journey with the Lord.

Wednesday, March 17, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, March 18, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, March 19, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, March 20, 2021
5:30PM

Bertha Capello

Sunday, March 21, 2021
9:00AM

Pasquale & Benedetta
Compagnone

Memorial

11:30AM

Debra Canale

Anniversary

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 89%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 3,373.00

Offertory/Loose

$

EFT Weekly Average

$ 2,329.58

Total Offertory

$ 6,425.58

723.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
From St. Patrick’s Breastplate

Fourth Sunday of Lent
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Lent is a time when we often remember our sins, seek
forgiveness and ask God to create in us new hearts.
“Have among yourselves the same
attitude that is also yours in Christ
Jesus, Who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality
with God something to be grasped.
Rather, he emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, coming in human
likeness; and found human in
appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death, even
death on a cross.” Philippians 2: 5-8
This passage from Philippians got me thinking. What
exactly was the sin of Adam? What exactly was the
“forbidden fruit?” The real sin of Adam (and Eve) is found in
the words of the serpent. “God knows well that the moment
you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like
God.” The sin of Adam, the “original sin” was a sin against
the first commandment. “I am the Lord your God. You shall
have no other gods before me,” especially not ourselves.
It is a sin each of us struggles with. It is the door to all other
sin. It’s like a gateway drug. If we make ourselves out to be
God then it is easy to take His name in vain
because our name is the important one. The Sabbath
is our day to do with as we please. If I am god, then I don’t
have to honor my parents – they should honor me. If I am
the deity then I have the power over life and death, all
possessions are mine, I can do to anyone exactly as I
please.
Unlike Adam who wanted to be God’s equal, Jesus, who
was in fact equal to God, demonstrates for us by his
incarnation, that being God, playing God, and acting like
God is not in our best interest, just as it wasn’t in Adam’s
best interest. The first commandment was given to Adam
not Moses. “Don’t try to be ME. It won’t work. It’s not good
for you and it’s not good for your neighbors. You’ll only get
yourself and others into trouble.” Ironically, what Adam
wanted to seize by his own will, God wanted to offer freely
by His grace. Through faith in Jesus, we all have been
given a share in Christ’s divinity.

And so, sin and death entered the world because someone
wanted to play god. And the game continues even now.
Because men and women continue to see themselves as
the important thing, misery plagues our world. Because men
and women (all of us to some extent) continue to play God,
every corner of the earth is witness to war, hunger, poverty
and disease. Because of personal, corporate, national and
global greed countless people suffer needlessly and we all
bear some responsibility.
In the words of Bob Dylan, we all have to “change our way of
thinking.” The first Adam set us up to believe that equality
with God WAS something to be grasped at. It set creation
into a tailspin. The new Adam, Jesus, gives a new attitude,
a “be” attitude. An attitude of humility, service and selfsacrifice, so that like Christ we will become humble servants
to one another, putting the welfare of our neighbor ahead of
our own. Then we can sing with the psalmist “All the ends of
the earth have seen the glory of God.” (Psalm 98:3b)
Father, as we strive to imitate your Son in His humility and
service to all people may we come to share in His divinity as
He humbled himself to share in our humanity.

4th Sunday of Lent
Can we see the goodness around us?
Today we have the story of a man born blind. In Jesus' time,
blindness was viewed as a punishment for sin. Lent is all
about looking inward and rooting out sinful desires and
actions. So this story of a blind man and Jesus restoring his
sight is a story about the forgiveness of sin.
How often do we hold on to sinful ways or thoughts? Do we
need Jesus to give us something in our lives to see again?
Or do we need to concentrate on something we do well so
that our "sight" may be improved?

March 14, 2020

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from

10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
 Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
 Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

From St. Clare
Mary E. Donovan
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.
If you are a registered
parishioner who utilizes the
parish envelope system or
the online giving option and
would like a copy of your
total contributions for 2020
please call the collaborative
office at 781-843-1332. In
accordance with federal regulations contribution statements
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative
office.

The Braintree Catholic Women’s
Club has two $1,000 scholarships
available to high school seniors who
are graduating this year (2021). One
will be awarded to a Braintree High School Senior and the
other to a Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high
school. Notices have been sent to all participating schools.
Please contact your Guidance Department to request an
application regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs.
Margaret Hart, Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755.
The deadline for applying for these scholarships is April 17,
2021.

And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world,
but people preferred darkness to light, because their
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come toward the light, so
that his works might not be exposed. - Jn 3:19-20
Readings for the week of March 14, 2021
Sunday:
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3,
4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a,
3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or
9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Monday:
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a
and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/
Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18
[8a]/Jn 5:17-30
Thursday:
Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23
[4a]/Jn 5:31-47
Friday:
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,
27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12
[2a]/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15
[12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or
Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2,
3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-45 or
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

From the
Archdiocese of Boston

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide
safe social distancing for all in attendance. We remind you:
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only
book times for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree (regular weekend Mass)
Phone Booking
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3
¨ Follow recorded instructions
¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the
total # of household members coming to Mass. Hang up
after you are done with your message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times in
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask;
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday,
June 27, 2021. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781843-1332. Please do not leave this information on the
Mass Reservation line.

Aiden Joseph Frederick
Colby Jane Caron

Fiat - A gathering of women interested in learning more about religious
life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, March 24,
2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom. The topic will be “The Stations of the
Cross.” If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian
Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.
March 14 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent – Laetare Sunday
Today’s readings remind us of the extent of God’s love. “God, who is
rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we
were dead in our transgressions [sins], brought us to life with Christ —
by grace you have been saved.” God’s vast inclusive love excludes no
one! St Augustine puts this truth this way: "God loves each one of us
as if there was only one of us to love." As Lent continues, take a few
minutes to ponder God’s all-inclusive love for you. How you will
respond to that love?
Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone
"Virtual"!
To support married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring
virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and some span
multiple weeks on a given weekday. Couples will explore their
individual personality styles, improve listening and communication
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep
their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a $100
application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call at or
visit them at https://wwmema.org/. “For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through him.” Bring God into your marriage to honor Him by going on
a virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience on
Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21
Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29
Early Bird Special
Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer Gathering
Saturday, March 20 7:00-8:30 AM Remote Meeting by
Zoom—BYOC – Bring your own coffee!! Next meeting: St.
Joseph – a role model for Men—There is no greater human
model for men than St. Joseph. Join us for a mini Lenten
retreat with Fr. Donald Calloway, author of a book on St.
Joseph, his eminence Bishop William Byrne, the new bishop
of Springfield, and others, recently sponsored by St. John’s
Seminary. St. Joseph helped Jesus grow up, provided for
and protected Jesus and Mary, and endured hard times with
great faith. St. Joseph can inform all of us in our Christian
manhood. Please join us the day after St. Joseph’s feast
day. The Zoom link will be sent out by email a few days
before the meeting. If you want to be added to the distribution
list, email me, Phil Plageman, at jamet@comcast.net. God
bless you all and hope your Lent is off to a good start!!

March 14, 2021—4th
Sunday of Lent
Is there something to Lent
that goes beyond our own
spiritual house cleaning
and spiritual refinement?
Yes, there is! It has to do
with listening and learning so that we can take up the task of
the Gospel with greater clarity and fortitude. While the
spiritual refocusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of this
Lenten conversion has much more to do with learning how
we can be a better Church than it does about our eternal
salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s
unconditional Mercy and cannot be merited. The spiritual
maturity we can experience as a result of our Lenten
disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and apprehension
we may experience as messengers of good, but very
challenging, and unsettling, news.
St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke
any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of God that
doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t
touch the real sin of the society in which it is being
proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When we listen to those
descriptive and provocative words, do they resonate with
anything in our experience? As messengers of the Gospel,
we are called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If
our main concern is protecting our self-interests, then we are
missing something huge! Many really struggle with being
rejected, dismissed, or perceived as someone who is
speaking out of turn. There is a counter cultural message
that must be preached that clearly sides with the poor,
marginalized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded,
and lost souls throughout the world. There is a widespread
misery among the peoples that is all too often allowed to
fester with no one coming forward to offer a change or
resolution.
The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that
will allow people to earn just wages, feed their families and
share abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good
earth. Such a vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the
vision of the Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar
Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not master
builder, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future
not our own.” We are not called to labor simply for the
benefit of the here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our
myopic vision can be replaced by a more far reaching
Lenten vision that is much greater and deeper in scope. As
long as we are carrying the right blueprints with us and our
thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things
we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They
give witness to our preference for the light of Christ and not
the darkness of error and sin.
©LPi

When the Hebrews sinned in the desert, snakes came to bite
them. Moses lifted up a metal snake in the desert. If God's
people looked at the metal snake, their painful snake bites
would be healed. Instead of dying from their snake bites,
they would live. Our sins are a lot like those snake bites.
Sins turn us away from God, hurt us, and hurt other people.
When Jesus was lifted up on the cross, he washed our sins
away. Jesus gave us healing and forgiveness. We don't
need to die from our sins. We can believe in Jesus, follow
God with our whole hearts, and live forever.
Prayer
God, thank you for sending Jesus to wash away my sins.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross. Around the cross, write
down your sins in pencil, then erase them. This will show
that Jesus has washed all of your sins away.
Mission for the Week
Help your parents wash dishes. As you take dirty dishes and
wash them clean, talk about how Jesus washed our sins
away on the cross.

