
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  77%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 
option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us as together we 
pray the Scriptural Rosary and 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
VIRTUALLY each Monday Night 
at 7:00 PM throughout Lent 

(February 22 through April 5).  Please follow the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?
pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09 

to Join and Pray.  Meeting ID: 879 6040 1967; Passcode: 
730587.  For questions call Lisa at 781-983-3628.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fridays of Lent 3:00PM at St. Francis... We hope you will 
join us for Stations on March 5, 12, 19 and 26 and April 2. 
Bring your family, bring your friends, or join us for some 
individual prayer time as we journey with the Lord.  
 

A Lenten Prayer 
Look with favor, Lord, 
on your household. 

Grant that, 
though our flesh be humbled 

by abstinence from food, 
our souls, hungering after you, 

may be resplendent in your sight. 
- Pope Pius V 

Saturday, March 6, 2021  

5:30PM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Sunday, March 7, 2021   

9:00AM Joseph & Clementina Gallo Memorial 

11:30AM   

Monday, March 8, 2021 

7:00AM John & Joseph Odenweller Memorial 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021  

7:00AM Judith Stempleski Anniversary 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021  

7:00AM Jack & Nellie McDonough Memorial 

Thursday, March 11, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, March 12, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, March 13, 2021  

5:30PM Daniel & Charlotte Mahoney Memorial 

Sunday, March 14, 2021  

9:00AM   

11:30AM   

Offertory Envelopes $  4,835.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,274.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,383.33 

Total Offertory  $  9,315.33 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09


 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

 
The reading for Evening Prayer for the Third Sunday in Lent 
Comes from Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians (9:24-25) It 
reads:  
  

“While all the runners in the stadium take part in the race, 
the award goes to just one man.  In that case, run so as to 
win! Athletes deny themselves all sorts of things. They do 
this to win a crown of leaves that withers, but we a crown 
that is imperishable.” 
  

It isn’t happening this year, of course, but in more “normal” 
times we’d start hearing all kinds of hype about the Boston 
Marathon right about now. Frankly, the marathon is one of 
those things that I’m just not very interested in. There isn’t 
much thrill for me to watch a couple of thousand people run 
27 miles for no apparent reason. A dog chases you – you 
run. Burglar in the house – run!  
  

In the end only one person gets the crown and the cash, 
everyone else goes home with bragging rights. “I ran the 
Boston Marathon.” They could wear a t-shirt that reads “I’m 
one of 2029 losers.” 
  

The part I like is on the 11:00 o’clock news on the night of 
the marathon.  There is always a live shot from the finish line 
of those people limping across the finish line, out of breath, 
blistered, and parched. They look like they’ve been to the 
gates of hell and back again. I can relate to that. That would 
be me except I’d be there on Tuesday night not Monday and 
I’d be crawling over the line.  
  

That’s the way it is in life, there are winners and there are 
losers.  
  

This isn’t the race we’re in with the Lord. Yes, some of us 
might find the race easy and get to the finish line with plenty 
of breath left.  
  

Some people move very fast. My first pastor, Fr. Gil Phinn, 
was fast.  He moved so fast that in a procession his 
vestments looked like Superman’s cape blowing in the wind 
as he flew.  
 

But most of us move slower, and God understands that. 
With God everyone who finishes the race is a winner. It 
doesn’t matter if we get there first or last – we all get the 
same crown of glory. 
  

It doesn’t matter if our lives are easy or difficult, we still win 
the same prize.  

It doesn’t matter if we keep falling into the same sins or take 
a wrong turn. God wants us to keep our eyes fixed on that 
finish line – Jesus.  He wants us to keep making those little 
corrections in our course that’ll point us to the right direction 
again.  And when it looks like we won’t make it, He wants us 
to take each other by the hand or carry each other on our 
own backs if we have to. It won’t matter to the Father what 
we look like when we get there. It won’t matter if we’re 
tattered, bleeding, worn out, swollen or anything else, 
because when we cross that finish line, and he looks at our 
faces and into our eyes, he’s going to see us the way he 
saw his own Son, who was tattered and bruised and 
bleeding and crossed the finish line first and took us with 
him.  There don’t have to be any losers in the race we’re in 
because Jesus has already won the victory. #notaloser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul reminded the Corinthians, "We proclaim Christ 
crucified." Christ's weakness is stronger than any human 
strength. The power of the cross is greater than anything the 
world or evil has to combat it. 
 

The Lenten season is one of repentance, self-denial, 
almsgiving, and prayer. Many in our modern world do not 
see any wisdom in denying themselves anything. Those 
swept away in a consumer culture want more and they want 
it faster, bigger, and better. They also are looking for easy 
and quick satisfaction, unwilling to wait long. 
 

Paul speaks of the "foolishness of God" and how it is wiser 
than any human wisdom. Lent is a time to put aside that 
which we feel and think as humans and put on the attitude of 
Christ. The cross of Christ is neither easy nor fleeting, and it 
will ask us to deny our very selves for him. To the human 
mind it makes no sense. However, by putting on Christ and 
seeing with his eyes, we see reality with clarity. Our sacrifice 
can lead to riches that only a "foolish" man would covet. But 
it is exactly there that we are satisfied and fulfilled. 

Third Sunday of Lent 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 
10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

From the Archdiocese of Boston 

Fr. Vincent Doolan 
 

From St. Clare 

Francis Messina, Jr. 
Charles Lawrence 

Joseph McLaughlin 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  
 

If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or 
the online giving option and 
would like a copy of your 
total contributions for 2020 
please call the collaborative 
office at 781-843-1332. In 

accordance with federal regulations contribution statements 
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would 
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your 
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative 
office.  

The Braintree Catholic Women’s 
Club has two $1,000 scholarships 
available to high school seniors who 
are graduating this year (2021). One 

will be awarded to a Braintree High School Senior and the 
other to a Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high 
school. Notices have been sent to all participating schools. 
Please contact your Guidance Department to request an 
application regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs. 
Margaret Hart, Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755. 
The deadline for applying for these scholarships is April 17, 
2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of 

here, and stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of 
Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. -  

Jn 2:16-17 
  

Readings for the week of March 7, 2021 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/ 
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/ 
 1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/
 Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/
 Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42  
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4  
 [cf 42:3]/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 
 8-9 [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16,  
 19-20]/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/ 
 Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9,  
 10-11ab, 14 and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/ 
 Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab 
 [cf. Hos 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3,  
 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or  

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a,  
3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or  
9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

March 7, 2020 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 
safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.  
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 
book times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 

 Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 
Mass Reservation line. 
 
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 
 

Fiat - A gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on 
Zoom.   The topic will be “The Stations of the Cross.” If you 
are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, 
CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for 
more information and the link to the meeting. 
 

2021 Catholic Appeal—This weekend, we launch our annual 
Catholic Appeal, along with all the other parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese. Each year, the Catholic Appeal provides the faithful with 
a way to help support the ministries that support our parishes, our 
schools, and our communities. This is our Church, and every gift 
makes a difference. Please consider making your gift today by visiting 
bostoncatholicappeal.org or by scanning the QR code above. Your gift 
has an immediate impact on our parish and the work of our Church. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
 

March 7 ~ Third Sunday of Lent 
In today’s Gospel, we have a scene that may make us 
uncomfortable.  Jesus knew that some of the temple practices 
were rife with social injustices.  What made matters worse 
were that it was done in the name of religion.  Jesus’ heart 
ached to think that any Gentile seeking the presence of God 
would feel unwelcome in the house of God.  If Jesus were to 
enter this church/parish, would he find an exclusiveness, a 
coldness, or a place where the “seeking” stranger finds 
welcome, solace and peace?  Lent gives us the opportunity to 
examine our attitudes and make the necessary change so that 
every person feels welcome in this house of God.  The 
pandemic restrictions need not hinder becoming a strong 
evangelizing parish.  
 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter has gone "Virtual"! 
To support married couples during this time 
of social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 
experiences. Some are on weekends and 

some span multiple weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will 
explore their individual personality styles, improve listening 
and communication skills, understand God’s plan for their 
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  “His disciples recalled the words of 
Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me.”  Do we have 
zeal to honor God through our marriage?  The next virtual 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter experiences are : 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21 and  
Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org


 

 

Many prefer a “create as 
you go” approach to life 
where laws and protocols 
primarily exist to secure 
and protect liberties rather 
than dictate and outline 
proper and right behavior. 

There are no real benchmarks for acceptable ethical and 
moral behavior, with a “you can’t tell me what to do” attitude 
prevailing. Parents are even limited in what they can request 
of their children, and dealing with threatening behaviors, 
especially from adults, are a challenge as well. Acceptable 
and expected conduct seems to amount to safeguarding 
each other’s space rather than increasing awareness of 
necessary relationships that require a more refined and 
higher response. 
 

We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes” and no 
longer see the Ten Commandments as practical and wise 
guideposts to effective living. We live on “relativism island” 
where only a possible suggestion to “love and do not harm” 
may be the only standard able to be preached. While Jesus 
most certainly emphasized love above anything else, it was 
never about warm fuzzy feelings or halfhearted humanitarian 
efforts. The love of which Jesus spoke establishes an 
intimate connection with God, neighbor, self, and creation. 
Because this love, who is God Himself, is at the foundational 
core of our lives, it demands actions and attitudes that serve 
to build up, increase, and free up those relationships. Love 
requires proper conduct. Preserving and enhancing these 
love centered relationships is at the heart of the Ten 
Commandments (and the Beatitudes) and the reason for 
Jesus’ display of anger in the temple. 
 

The Ten Commandments can save the world from turmoil 
and conflict by instilling basic moral and relational principles 
within us. They also hold a healthy sense of sin in balance 
and always remind us of our relationship with God and the 
freedom God offers. Our faith preserves these jewels of truth 
that we often look beyond, dismiss altogether, or seek to 
remove from public view. Human beings can be so arrogant 
at times. Our Lenten journey, especially when embarked 
upon with sincerity and resolve, can restore all of our 
essential relationships. When we get absorbed in life’s 
preoccupations and demands, things can quickly get 
distorted and we can find ourselves way off track. In short, 
we find ourselves in sin. Humanity is losing a sense of both 
grace and sin. We need both to understand what is real and 
true. Until we do, the oppressive systems and ideologies that 
hurt so many will never change. We will never change. We 
are grateful for those courageous souls who willingly 
embrace the conversion and hard work Lent demands and 
stand against antiquated systems and ideologies. They give 
us hope that all is not lost.                                               ©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Imagine coming to your church to pray. All around your 
church, you see people selling animals. It smells like a barn. 
The animals are loud. The people are shouting. You cannot 
even pray with all the noise and activity going on around you. 
That is what Jesus found in today's Gospel. It broke his heart 
and made Jesus angry. God's house is not supposed to be 
turned into a barn or a store. It should be special place 
where people can meet with God and talk to him. Jesus 
cleaned out his Father's house. He turned it back into a 
place of prayer. 
 

Prayer 
God, my church is a place for prayer. Help me to remember 
that always. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of people singing and praying in your church. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Read John 2:13-25 with your family. Ask God to help you 
keep your church clean. Church should never be a store or a 
barn. It should be a special place to pray. 


