
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  91%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 
option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were 
fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.” - Mk 1:16-17 
 

Readings for the week of January 24, 2021 
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/ 
 1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20  
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/ 
 Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Mk 16:15-18 
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a,  
 2b-3, 7-8a, 10 [3]/Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/ 
 Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6  
 [cf. 6]/Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24,  
 39-40 [39a]/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72,  
 73-75 [cf. 68]/Mk 4:35-41 
Next Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/ 
 1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 

 
 

 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following people who 
have gone home to the Lord in the past week: 

Robert “Bobby” Clifford, brother of Fr. Paul 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Nancy C. Fitzgibbon 
Kathryn A. Collins 

St. Clare 
Adeline DeNapoli 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace.  Amen. 
 
 

Saturday, January 23, 2021  

5:30PM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Sunday, January 24, 2021   

9:00AM Patricia Egan Anniversary 

11:30AM Nancy Jordan Anniversary 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, January 26, 2021  

7:00AM Rafael Gutierrez Anniversary 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021  

7:00AM Patricia Woods Anniversary 

Thursday, January 28, 2021  

7:00AM Mary Kelly Anniversary 

Friday, January 29, 2021  

7:00AM Brian Sampson Memorial 

Saturday, January 30, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, January 31, 2021  

9:00AM Patricia Egan Anniversary 

11:30AM   

Offertory Envelopes $  5,839.00 

Offertory/Loose  $     778.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  1,807.67 

Total Offertory  $  8,424.67 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 
 

Again, this week, we have the calling of the Apostles.  This 
account, from Mark, is slightly different than last 
week’s.  Today, Peter and Andrew were both called as they 
were going about their daily activities as fishermen. 
  

We hear the familiar trope, “Come follow me.,” to which Mark 
adds, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 
  

Jesus didn’t say “Come after me and I will make you 
farmers,” or “I will make you growers of faith.”  Maybe he 
said something like that to Apostles who may have actually 
been farmers but not to fishermen. Jesus called ordinary 
people, like us, to share a mission, to further proclaim that 
the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
  

Except for Mathew we don’t really know what the other 
Apostles did for work. Some of them could have been 
farmers, or sheep herders, tentmakers, in the hospitality 
industry or in the trades. Wherever they came from and 
whatever they may have been doing, Jesus called them to 
be what they were and who they were, but do it for God. 
  

Last week I described how the Lord had called me to provide 
music in service of the Church. He called me to do 
something that was already familiar to me, something he 
had given me an aptitude for. And while I served him in this 
way as a musician, he developed other skills in me, so that I 
could serve also as a minister of the church as a deacon.  
  

God isn’t calling us to be anything but what we already are. 
  

So, if you are a teacher, be a teacher for the Kingdom. If you 
are a student, use the knowledge you receive to serve God. 
If you are a police officer, recognize that everyone you arrest 
or stop for speeding,  is someone who is being called by 
Christ to live a better life and you just might be Christ’s 
messenger. 
  

An accountant or attorney may not see too many 
opportunities to proselytize but placing a crucifix on your wall 
or keeping a bible on your desk might just be the nudge a 
client may need to ask a question about faith or to return to 
church. 
 

A friend was actually a bouncer before he became a 
deacon.  Turns out he was a great listener. Patrons would 
often come to him for advice or just to talk or get things off 
their chest. He was given opportunities to “preach” in the 
ordinary activities of his job long before entering into 
ordained ministry. But those were the skills he brought with 
him, skills that Christ recognized. 

I had a barber, recently retired, who practically had a shrine 
to St. Padre Pio on the mirror by his barber chair.  He wasn’t 
afraid of showing his faith in a public way or talking about in 
the shop. 
  

It doesn’t matter who we are or what we do, our call is 
certain. 
  

I’m sure that Peter and Andrew, James and John didn’t see 
themselves as men that had any skills that would interest the 
Messiah. They saw themselves as ordinary people doing 
ordinary things. But when Christ called and they responded 
he took that which was ordinary and produced something 
extraordinary from it. 
  

And so, it is with you and me. We may not think we have 
what it takes to do great things, but Jesus can take our 
ordinary efforts and bring about great results. 
  

Go about doing good works and acts of kindness big and 
small. Offer to buy the homeless guy a burger before you get 
on the train to come home at night, and when he says “thank 
you” reply “no, thank God.” Then your good work is done in 
service to the Kingdom and the person you fed knows it. It’s 
a little thing but it can make a difference. 
  

Saint Francis once said “preach constantly, and if you have 
to, use words.” 
  

Go forth, and proclaim the Gospel by your lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
We are booking Mass Intentions through Tuesday, 
February 16, 2021 (the day before Ash Wednesday).  To 
schedule a Mass or for further information please call 
the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.  Please do not 
leave this information on the Mass Reservation line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 

from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the parish office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or 
the online giving option and 
would like a copy of your 
total contributions for 2020 
please call the collaborative 
office at 781-843-1332. In 

accordance with federal regulations contribution statements 
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would 
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your 
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative 
office. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi 
Wells Patrick Cusack and Cameron Lisa McLaughlin 

 

St. Clare 
Teagan Maura-Lorraine Henry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 
safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.  
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 
book times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 
  

Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 24, 2020 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree


 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 
January 24 ~ Third Sunday of Ordinary Time   
Once again in today’s Gospel Jesus gives us assurance that 
if we “come after him” that is, if come to friendship with him, 
he will give us what we need to be disciple makers.  Step one 
is coming to friendship with Jesus, but we can’t stop 
there!  Listen to Jesus speaking to you today, “come after me 
and I will make you fishers of men [and women]”  Are you 
ready to be a disciple maker?  What action will you take? 
 
After Divorce: Healing from the Inside Out 
A Virtual Seminar with author, Rose Sweet, February 10, 
2021 | 7:00--9:00 PM Register Here: http://bit.ly/2XfqwJE 
Are you newly divorced? Maybe it’s been a while and you’re 
still struggling. Regardless, when the trauma of divorce hits, 
or its residual pain lingers for years, true healing must begin 
deep within. The ministry of Family Life & Ecclesial 
Movements of the Archdiocese of Boston will host a seminar 
in support of Catholics who are experiencing divorce or 
separation. Rose Sweet, host of the Ascension Press 
program, Surviving Divorce, will guide participants into that 
place in the heart where fears, and anxieties, hopes and 
dreams co-exist. Drawing from the healing touch of Christ, 
you’ll learn four simple steps to breaking free and living that 
abundant life for which you were made! Join us for this 
special event, featuring prayer, a personal witness testimony 
on overcoming the pain of divorce, Rose’s keynote address, 
and Q&A following the presentation. 
 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter has gone "Virtual"! - To support 
married couples during this time of social 
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. 

Some are on weekends and some span multiple weeks on a 
given weekday.  Couples will explore their individual 
personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call at or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.  “Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be 
free of anxieties.” There are many things to be anxious 
about in these days. Let us learn to calm our anxieties in our 
life by learning how to communicate better on a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience. The next virtual 
Experiences are Feb 12-14, 2021 in East Hartford, CT and 
Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 3RE, NY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 24, 2021—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
It was a normal day by all accounts, but John just wasn’t 
feeling himself. He was a little lightheaded and out of sorts. 
Later in the afternoon, he experienced a sharp pain in his 
chest and arm. Quick thinking and action brought John to the 
emergency department with a diagnosis of a significant heart 
attack. Surviving this ordeal, he found himself face to face 
with his cardiologist, having an honest conversation about 
things that needed to change. “I came close to death,” John 
found himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He was a 
young man with a loving wife and children who were very 
close to facing life without him. John found himself with 
intense sorrow for living an unchecked and self-indulgent life 
that almost brought him to his demise. He wanted to change. 
 

We all have our wake-up calls. We have experiences and 
encounters that force us to really think twice about choices 
we have made and directions we have taken. Often, we find 
ourselves looking at those we have hurt square in the eye 
and wallowing in our foolishness. We regrettably realize that 
we have allowed our needs to lure us into making some cruel 
mistakes. We impulsively say things and flippantly do things 
that reveal our unredeemed and unhealed self. It is a self we 
stumble over and try to tame but can’t quite seem to master 
and control. Help! 
 

We spin our wheels, naively thinking that we will somehow, 
perhaps through persistence, get ourselves unstuck. But, we 
don’t. We just get out of the car, feeling very helpless, and 
ignorantly look at the mess we got ourselves into. Did we 
ever think to ask someone for help? Or, taken the advice of 
One who is wiser and avoid this route altogether? “Come 
after me,” are words that Jesus says to all of us. In order to 
heed his invitation, we must leave our ego-self behind and 
follow.  
 

When we really see and understand the freedom, peace, 
justice, and love he offers, we find ourselves with such 
sorrow in our hearts for how foolish and silly we have been. 
All the misguided choices and sinful actions come full view 
and we see how risky our random impassioned behaviors 
really have been. Repentance is beautiful. When done with a 
sincere and contrite heart, it directs us to the glory that can 
be ours, ignites us with the challenge of living a life in service 
of others and reminds us that all is well.                       ©LPi 
 

https://bit.ly/2XfqwJE


 

 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
There's a colorful envelope addressed to you on the kitchen 
table. You see it's from your friend. You open it and find a 
party invitation inside. You parents say you can go! When 
Jesus invited Peter, Andrew, James and John to come along 
with him, they were just as excited to go. Jesus was the 
Savior and a good friend. They couldn't wait! 
 

Prayer 
Jesus, I thank you for inviting me to spend time  
with you. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus smiling and waving to you. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Jesus wants you to come to his home in heaven. Make a 
party invitation from Jesus to you. Use this invitation as a 
bookmark in your Bible. 

 

 


