St. Francis of Assisi Parish
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238
Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238

Parish Office:

Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager

Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the
Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Community Meetings:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or
unable to attend Mass because of illness.
School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM
(Suspended due to Coronavirus)
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, January 16, 2021
5:30PM

Anniversary

Susan Dalton

Sunday, January 17, 2021
9:00AM

Virginia Foley

Anniversary

11:30AM

Theresa Baldwin

Memorial

Monday, January 18, 2021
7:00AM

Michael Corcoran

Anniversary

Tuesday, January 19, 2021
7:00AM

Mary-Jo Murphy

Anniversary

Wednesday, January 20, 2021
7:00AM

Month’s Mind

Robert Kelley

Thursday, January 21, 2021
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, January 22, 2021
7:00AM

Unborn Children

Saturday, January 23, 2021
5:30PM
Sunday, January 24, 2021
9:00AM

Patricia Egan

Anniversary

11:30AM

Nancy Jordan

Anniversary

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched
Jesus walk by, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” The two
disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. - Jn 1:35-37
Readings for the week of January 17, 2021
Sunday:
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9,
10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/
Jn 1:35-42
Monday:
Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/
Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday:
Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c
[5]/Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/
Mk 3:1-6
Thursday:
Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17
[8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7-12
Friday:
Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [11a]/Mk 3:13-19
Saturday:
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
[6]/Mk 3:20-21
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/
1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 90%.
If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 7,195.67

Offertory/Loose

$

EFT Weekly Average

$ 1,807.67

Total Offertory

$ 7,975.67

780.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

Please remember in your prayers the following people who
have gone home to the Lord in the past week:
St. Francis of Assisi
Joseph Moschella
St. Clare
Margaret C. Sullivan
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Homily for the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Some years back I remember reading something,
somewhere, that the pope had suggested that we could and
should meditate on some alternate mysteries of the Rosary
and not just the official ones. It wasn’t long after this that St.
Pope John Paul gave us a fourth set of official meditations
called the Luminous Mysteries.
At the time I experimented with the idea myself. Today’s
readings reminded me of this. The mysteries I began to
pray with and meditate on were the “Mysteries of the Call”.
At first, they were reflections/meditations on the calling of the
apostles. And then I began to appreciate how different, how
diverse and particular to the person those calls were. And
then I realized how many other people, who were not
apostles, were called in one way or another. Peter and
Andrew, for example were called directly by the
Lord. Nathaniel received his call through Phillip.
Then there were the “real” sinners. In Israel at the time, the
worse thing you could be was a tax collector. If you
collected taxes for the Romans you were considered a traitor
to the nation and yet he still called Levi, the one we call
Mathew, a notorious tax collector but one whose Gospel we
read in church, bears his name, and begins the New
Testament.
And how can we forget about Saul/Paul? Paul literally
persecuted the Church to the point of having followers of
Christ put to death. He was a tough nut to crack. Some
people literally need to be knocked to the ground and
blinded to appreciate how blind they really are and yet we
read one of his letters nearly every week at Mass.
Jesus called other people, ones we hear about once in
scripture and never hear another word about them.
Zacchaeus for example, another tax collector. Not only did
Jesus call him but he also invited himself over for dinner!
My favorite, is the Rich Young man, who by every standard
of Jewish tradition at the time was the epitome of a good and
faithful Jew. But Jesus called him further, to give up all his
riches and follow him. The man went away sad because he
was rich – he was Tom Brady rich.
And so, I settled on these four “mysteries.”
1. Jesus calls Peter and Andrew
2. Jesus Calls and Nathaniel Through Phillip
3. Jesus Calls Levi (Matthew)
4. Jesus Calls the Rich Young Man

I still couldn’t settle on a 5th mystery.
One day, I don’t know why, I came up with the idea of
looking back at my own life to see how God might have
called me. I knew I was Catholic and I knew I loved God.
But how did I get here?
I won’t bore you with everything, but let it suffice to say that
God has called me many times over the years and still does.
But let me share one example with you. I was about 12
years old; I had joined a men and boys choir and had just
begun to play the piano. There was a very old upright sitting
in our garage and I would go down there with the old Cantus
Populi Hymnal, Fr. Paul knows that one. Anyway, I was
trying to learn to play this hymn, Praise to the Holiest. And
once I got it under my fingers a little bit, I would play it over
and over trying to get it perfect and as I played, I sang the
text: “Praise to the Holiest in the height; and in the depth be
praise.”
I wasn’t the coolest kid.
But God liked it. He liked it a lot because as I repeated the
text over and over as I sang, it began to take root in my
heart and I was suddenly filled with something - I’ll call
joy. It was real and it didn’t come from me. It wasn’t the
same as being happy. I didn’t know it then, but God was
calling me. Calling me to serve Him with praise.
And so, the 5th mystery of the call became “How God has
called me.”
Now I don’t expect anyone to start using these Mysteries of
the Call. But it might be a worthy exercise to quietly sit in
prayer, and ask the Lord to help us look back on our lives
and reveal how he has called each one of us. Start back in
your early childhood and work through to this very day. It
doesn’t have to be done in one sitting, especially if you’re 90
years old. I think you’ll find that God has indeed called you
many times and, in many ways, to follow him wherever he
leads. You might find that your faith is strengthened and you
might find it easier to recognize his voice in the future when
he says “(fill in your name) come and follow me.”

January 17, 2020






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the parish office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide
safe social distancing for all in attendance. We remind you:
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only
book times for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree (regular weekend Mass)
Phone Booking
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3
¨ Follow recorded instructions
¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the
total # of household members coming to Mass. Hang up
after you are done with your message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times in
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask;
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

January 22, 2021

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

After Divorce: Healing from the Inside Out
A Virtual Seminar with author, Rose Sweet, February 10,
2021 | 7:00--9:00 PM Register Here: http://bit.ly/2XfqwJE
Are you newly divorced? Maybe it’s been a while and you’re
still struggling. Regardless, when the trauma of divorce hits,
or its residual pain lingers for years, true healing must begin
deep within. The ministry of Family Life & Ecclesial
Movements of the Archdiocese of Boston will host a seminar
in support of Catholics who are experiencing divorce or
separation. Rose Sweet, host of the Ascension Press
program, Surviving Divorce, will guide participants into that
place in the heart where fears, and anxieties, hopes and
dreams co-exist. Drawing from the healing touch of Christ,
you’ll learn four simple steps to breaking free and living that
abundant life for which you were made! Join us for this
special event, featuring prayer, a personal witness testimony
on overcoming the pain of divorce, Rose’s keynote address,
and Q&A following the presentation.
January 17 ~ Second Sunday of Ordinary
Time
What does evangelization look like? In today’s gospel,
Andrew’s curiosity about Jesus was sparked when he heard
John the Baptist speak. Upon seeing Jesus, he goes after
him to get to know. Andrew was so moved by his encounter
with Jesus, he went and told his brother Peter about Jesus
and brought him to Jesus. We know the “rest of the story” of
their discipleship, how that encounter changed their lives
forever. Andrew became the evangelizer to his brother,
bringing Peter to Jesus. Who are you being called to bring to
Jesus?

We are now booking Mass Intentions through Tuesday,
February 16, 2021 (the day before Ash Wednesday). To
schedule a Mass or for further information please call
the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332. Please do not
leave this information on the Mass Reservation line.

January 17, 2021—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our faith is not just about ideas. It’s really about having an
encounter with God and, in particular, the Risen Christ! Once
we give ourselves over to the notion of God’s presence, we
have to train ourselves to listen for God’s voice and be
attentive to God’s call. Having companions on our faith
journeys is so incredibly important as they can help us finetune our listening skills and discern God’s voice from others
we may be hearing. Faith is all about having these profound
encounters not only with God but with our brothers and
sisters, and creation itself. Anyone or anything that is alive
with God’s presence becomes an occasion for God to speak
and call us to deeper graces and experiences. “Come, and
you will see.”
The example and teaching of Jesus, the lives of the saints,
those living among us and those glorified in heaven, and the
wonder and beauty of creation can all serve to help us listen
more clearly and assist in positioning ourselves for this
profound God meeting. It is an encounter that can quickly and
easily lead to a friendship and intimate intertwining of our
souls to their Maker, making a claim on us like no other.
Then, the Word of God moves from being just a body of ideas
to something we simply accept and do. The person of Jesus
Christ swiftly moves from being just a good prophet in word
and deed to the incarnate presence of God Himself, the
Lamb of God. The voice leads us to the Person behind it.
The Gospel is hard to follow. We can intellectually debate
whether what Jesus said is really what we are asked to do.
The Gospel ideas do not always make sense in our practical,
secular world. The person of God always does. We can
debate the practicality and sense of ideas and doing so often
keeps the more difficult ones at a safe distance away from
us. Jesus said to love our enemy, but we really don’t need to
do that, our minds try to convince us. It just doesn’t make
sense. Yet, if we are truly in love with the God who is behind
the voice of those words, they make perfect sense. Our deep
and intimate love of this God would even find us laying down
our lives for Him if necessary. Speak Lord, your servant is
listening.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Mexican families share a special treat called a Kings' Cake
on January 6th. Hidden inside the cake is one tiny little doll
shaped like the baby Jesus. If you find Jesus in your piece of
cake, you tell everyone. In today's Gospel, Andrew met
Jesus for the first time. Andrew was so excited to find the
Savior, he ran to tell his brother he had found Jesus.
Prayer
Jesus, help me tell my family and friends about you.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself telling a friend about Jesus' love.
Mission for the Week
Ask your family if you could include Kings' Cake in your
holiday celebrations next year.

