St. Francis of Assisi Parish
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238
Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238

Parish Office:

Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager

Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the
Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Community Meetings:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or
unable to attend Mass because of illness.
School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM
(Suspended due to Coronavirus)
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, February 6, 2021
5:30PM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, February 7, 2021
9:00AM

Robert Hester

Anniversary

11:30AM
Monday, February 8, 2021
He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that I
may preach there also. For this purpose have I come.”
So he went into their synagogues, preaching and driving
out demons throughout the whole of Galilee. Mk 1:38-39

7:00AM
Tuesday, February 9, 2021
7:00AM
Wednesday, February 10, 2021
7:00AM
Thursday, February 11, 2021
7:00AM
Friday, February 12, 2021
7:00AM
Saturday, February 13, 2021
5:30PM
Sunday, February 14, 2021
9:00AM
11:30AM

Edward Valentine Darcy

Memorial

Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend:
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 87%.

Readings for the week of February 7, 2021
Sunday:
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
[cf. 3a]/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/
Mk 1:29-39
Monday:
Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12,
24 and 35c [31b]/Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday:
Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/
Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,
29bc-30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-23
Thursday:
Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/
Mk 7:24-30
Friday:
Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/
Mk 7:31-37
Saturday:
Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13
[1]/Mk 8:1-10
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1
Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45

If you are interested in the Online Giving
option to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the parish office.

Offertory Envelopes

$ 4,713.00

Offertory/Loose

$

EFT Weekly Average

$ 1,807.67

Total Offertory

$ 7,494.67

974.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

From St. Francis of Assisi
Robert McKeon
Frances Warwick
Marcia MacKinnon
Paul McGrath
From St. Clare
Robert Bibaud
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her. May her soul and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
1 Peter 3:15 tells us to “always be ready to give an
explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your
hope.” I’ve thought about this quite a bit and thought it was
about time for me to put pen to paper on the topic. So, here
are some of the reasons for my hope and my faith.
The reasons I believe in God.
Simply by observing the world and universe around us it
seems clear that there is a supreme being, a God, at work. I
know, a lot of people are saying that science has debunked
the notion of God. But that’s just not true. There are two
very different disciplines at work. On the one hand there is
the scientific and on the other the spiritual. Just because the
spiritual can’t (for now) be proved scientifically does not
mean that it doesn’t exist, or that God doesn’t exist. In fact,
the more science discovers about the marvels of the
universe, the more evidence it provides as to just how
wonderfully God is revealed in creation.
There is the, often misguided, view that science and faith
cannot co-exist. If that were the case then why is it that
about 60% of Nobel laureates confess a belief in God. Just
from personal knowledge I know that at least one diocesan
priest was an astrophysicist, as was one of my theology
instructors when I was studying for ordination. We had a
transitional deacon, here at St. Francis, who was a NASA
scientist.
There is an equally mistaken view that religion is something
that uneducated people need in order to explain the world
around them, that educated people have grown beyond that.
I know many people of faith that are very well educated.
Every priest, minister and rabbi that I know has at least a
master’s degree, some have others degrees as well. Pope
Francis was a chemistry teacher. John Paul II had two
PhD’s, spoke as many as 15 languages and worked as a
playwright. People who believe in God are very well
educated and far from growing out of it, they grow deeper in
faith.
When I look around me and hear the sounds of nature, see
the clouds forming above me, the change of seasons and
images from the Hubble Telescope I have an experience
God, and so my intellect, my reason brings me to believe in
God. For me, God is the great performance artist, working in
every medium at once not as entertainment but to remind us
of his presence and of his glory.

The Reasons I Believe in Christ
Resurrection:
1. The Empty Tomb - The tomb was empty. We don’t have
to rely on just what we read in the Christian Scriptures.
There were other contemporary accounts by writers
such as the Jewish/Roman Historian Josephus. The
reason for the empty tomb has been debated since the
time of Christ but that fact that the tomb was empty was
not challenged at the time. Christians of course believed
Jesus to be risen from the dead. Others, most notably
the Jewish leaders and the Romans, explained the
empty tomb by accusing Christ’s disciples of stealing his
body. We know that Pilate posted Roman guards at the
tomb. It is highly unlikely that these highly trained
soldiers would have let anyone near enough to steal the
body.
2. The Testimony of Women - Women in the first century
were considered unreliable witnesses. Their testimony
could not be used in the legal system of the day. If you
were trying to convince your neighbors and religious
leaders that Jesus rose from the dead and used the
testimony of women, your case was dead on arrival.
There is no reason why the early Christians would do so
unless it was in fact true.
3. There was a change in the Apostles - The apostles,
according to scripture ran in terror as Jesus was
arrested and cowered in the upper room expecting that
they would be next. After the resurrection and receiving
the Holy Spirit they were completely changed people,
speaking boldly about Christ and accepting persecution.
If I were starting a new religion and I were going to write
about its leaders I would make them out to be the most
brilliant, heroic, courageous, and steadfast men that ever
walked the face of the earth. Odd, but that’s not what the
Gospel writers did. Jesus was frequently frustrated by how
thickheaded they were. Peter was always putting his foot in
his mouth, Thomas was doubting, James and John wanted
the highest places in the Kingdom, and Judas betrayed him.
They were fearful, confused, stubborn and often lacked faith,
not the kind of people you’d want to put forward if you were
starting a new religion or political movement. It would seem
to be counterproductive for the Gospel writers to present
their leaders in such a way, again unless it were true.
And yet, from these twelve imperfect men, Christianity
spread throughout the world. Perhaps it gives hope to
imperfect people who need to see imperfect people, like the
apostles, rise above their own defects by the grace of a God
who loves them. Again, it would seem to be counter
productive for the Gospel writers to present their leaders this
way.

February 7, 2020
The conversion of St. Paul
Saint Paul was a pharisee, a very good one. He was
completely opposed to the new Christian sect within the
Jewish community. He made it a personal mission to
destroy it. He went from place to place to root out these
“blasphemers” even if it meant death, as in the case of Saint
Stephen. While on the road to Damascus to persecute the
Christians there he had an encounter with the risen Jesus
(Acts 9:3-19). Afterwards he became the Apostle to the
Gentiles, founded several Christian communities, defended
the faith, and wrote the letters we read in church each week.
He was beheaded in Rome for his faith in Christ. Only
someone deeply touched by God could change so
drastically.
4. Miracles - I think, if our hearts are open, we can find
miracles in everyday life, the conception and birth of a
child for example. There are plenty of miracles in the
bible and I’m sure they occurred, though I don’t have
any first-hand knowledge of them. Instead, I’m going to
recount some miracles I do know about first hand.

difference to me. About ten years ago, I became the
organist/music director at St. Francis. I really needed the
job, even if it were only part time. Just after I was hired, I
started to experience pain in my hands. After consulting with
a specialist, I was told that I had a significant case of carpel
tunnel and would need surgery in both hands. If I had
surgery, I would not be able to fulfill my duties as organist for
some months and if I didn’t I it could be the end of my
career. Around this same time, I was bringing a friend to a
healing service for an illness he was suffering from. As it
turned out I was the one that was healed. Within a week or
two I realized I had no more pain in my hands. There was no
reason for it except for the grace of God.

The first is about Deacon John Manion. He was one of the
people who gave talks on various topics during our
formation. At the time he was the chaplain at Cedar Junction
Prison. He some health issues and it was discovered that he
had a malignant tumor. The day before he was schedule to
have surgery, they had a prayer service for him at the
prison. John sat in a chair and one by one the prisoners
came up and laid hands on him and said a little prayer. One
prisoner, laid his hand on John’s head and said “Lord,
please heal Deacon John naturally.”

10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for
parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for more
information.
 Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the parish office.
 Military Service… If someone you know is deployed and
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the
church, please call or email the parish office. If you are
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know
that as well. Thank you.

The next day John was laying in the hallway of the hospital
being taken to the operating room. They stopped, two
doctors looked at some charts and x-rays then looked at
John. After repeating this a few times his surgeon came over
and said “John we’re sending you home.” John replied “is it
that bad doc?” No, there was no explanation for it but the
tumor was gone and he was perfectly fine.
Another Deacon, Jack Sullivan, had been suffering from
constant debilitating back pain. Jack was in the class ahead
of us. We were on retreat that spring and Jack could barely
walk. Not only was the pain unbearable but he was certain
that he wouldn’t be able to complete his studies and be
ordained. After surgery he was facing months of rehab and
constant pain. He cried out to Cardinal John Newman to
intercede to God for him. He was instantly healed. This
healing was one of the miracles the led to Cardinal
Newman’s sainthood and Jack read the Gospel at his
canonization.
Although there are more instances of healings to share, I’ll
leave you with this personal one. It certainly may not seem
as important as the two previous healings but, it made a

Are these the only reasons for my hope and faith? Not by a
long shot but they are good ones. I pray that everyone will
come to experience the hope I have through the one who
literally loves us to death.
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from

If you are a registered parishioner who utilizes the parish
envelope system or the online giving option and would like a
copy of your total contributions for 2020 please call the
collaborative office at 781-843-1332. In accordance with
federal regulations contribution statements have been mailed
to any parishioner who has made a single contribution of $250
or more. If you do not currently utilize the parish envelope or
EFT/online giving system, but would like to; or if you have any
questions regarding your statement, please contact Patty
Kinnally in the collaborative office.
The Braintree Catholic Women’s Club has two $1,000
scholarships available to high school seniors who are
graduating this year (2021). 1 will be awarded to a Braintree
High School Senior and the other to a Braintree senior
graduating from a Catholic high school. Notices have been sent
to all participating schools. Please contact your Guidance
Department to request an application regarding these
scholarships, or call Mrs. Margaret Hart, Scholarship
Chairperson at 781-849-1755. The deadline for applying for
these scholarships is April 17, 2021.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide
safe social distancing for all in attendance. We remind you:
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only
book times for yourself and members of your household.
On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree (regular weekend Mass)
Phone Booking
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3
¨ Follow recorded instructions
¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the
total # of household members coming to Mass. Hang up
after you are done with your message
The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows:
2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses
2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass
You are required to wear a mask at all times in
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask;
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion.

As of Tuesday, February 9, we will be booking Mass
Intentions through Tuesday, June 26, 2021. To schedule
a Mass or for further information please call the
Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332. Please do not
leave this information on the Mass Reservation line.

February 7 ~ Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Today’s Gospel recounts “a day in the life” of Jesus. Visiting
the home of Peter, Jesus cured Peter’s mother-in-law. Word
spread of his presence and people came bringing the sick and
those with various diseases, as well as those possessed with
demons. Jesus never turned away those who were in need of
healing. In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that we
have a responsibility to preach the gospel, to be disciples of
Jesus Christ. Even if your life is busy, take time to notice the
person Jesus puts in your path - someone who is in need of a
listening ear, a word of encouragement, a caring smile. Be
the face of Jesus to that person.
After Divorce: Healing from the Inside Out
A Virtual Seminar with author, Rose Sweet, February 10,
2021 | 7:00--9:00 PM Register Here: http://bit.ly/2XfqwJE
Are you newly divorced? Maybe it’s been a while and you’re
still struggling. Regardless, when the trauma of divorce hits, or
its residual pain lingers for years, true healing must begin
deep within. The ministry of Family Life & Ecclesial
Movements of the Archdiocese of Boston will host a seminar
in support of Catholics who are experiencing divorce or
separation. Rose Sweet, host of the Ascension Press
program, Surviving Divorce, will guide participants into that
place in the heart where fears, and anxieties, hopes and
dreams co-exist. Drawing from the healing touch of Christ,
you’ll learn four simple steps to breaking free and living that
abundant life for which you were made! Join us for this special
event, featuring prayer, a personal witness testimony on
overcoming the pain of divorce, Rose’s keynote address, and
Q&A following the presentation.
Fiat (2/10)
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. If you are interested, please contact Sr. Marian Batho,
CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for
more information and the link to the meeting.

February 7, 2021
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
If I only knew then what I know
now, how different life would be.
This sentiment, expressed in
myriad ways, is found on every
human being’s lips at one point or another. Life may have
brought us to a vulnerable place where we see some of the
poor choices we made and the effects they are having.
Perhaps we fell into some destructive and dysfunctional
relationships or behaviors and are finding how they held us
captive. Our zeal and passion for life may have drifted away
and we are waking up to the reasons apathy has taken hold.
Life can be hard. In fact, some would describe their lives as
a drudgery. They walk through each day with an anxious
unsettledness, wondering when their restlessness will
cease. There is a temptation to believe that what I see is all I
will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. If I
could only have known what would come in the future, I
could have made better choices and avoided all of this
misery!
Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin,
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stumble
over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t make the
mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity and realize the
new life God is calling us to, then there are thrills,
adventures, surprises, and soul-searching graces we can
surely miss. We are not tethered to our past nor are we
bound to the ills life can bring upon us. We are never
hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our myopic vision
only allows us to see the misery and misfortune that is
before us, not the potential that can come from choosing
healthier and more life-giving options. Jesus came that we
might have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for
Jesus’ hand and let him help us to our feet.
We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We
have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and search and
cry out for the Divine healing we need to restore our faith,
hope, and love. Job could not see how his story would end
or trust the guidance of the God who called him. We live in
that same blindness and suffer from the same lack of
confidence. Once we allow ourselves to be touched by
God’s healing power, we begin to see that all of the pieces
of our lives are necessary parts of a greater whole. Along
the way of our lives, God uses our omissions and failures to
create new things and possibilities. When doors close,
others open and we can be amazed by the joyful and
unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know the power
of God’s creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic
presence, it is no wonder we want to put ourselves at the
service of others and show them what life can be.
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Think about how you get ready for a busy day. You eat a
healthy breakfast. You wash up and brush your teeth. Then
you get dressed and comb your hair. There's one more thing
you could do to start your day off right. Pray. Find a quiet
spot where you can be alone to talk to God. That's what
Jesus did.
Prayer
God, help me to start every day with you in prayer.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself praying to God in a quiet place.
Mission for the Week
When you get home, choose a special quiet place where you
can talk to God every morning. Tell your family about your
special place. They may want to join you in spending quiet
time to pray.

