
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  84%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 
option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please join us as together we pray the Scriptural Rosary 
and Chaplet of Divine Mercy VIRTUALLY each Monday 
Night at 7:00 PM throughout Lent (February 22 through April 
5).  Please follow the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?
pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09 

to Join and Pray.  Meeting ID: 879 6040 1967; Passcode: 
730587.  For questions call Lisa at 781-983-3628.  
 

Stations of the Cross on the Fridays of Lent 3:00PM at St. 
Francis... We hope you will join us for Stations on March 5, 
12, 19 and 26 and April 2. Bring your family, bring your 
friends, or join us for some individual prayer time as we 
journey with the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a 

high mountain apart by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach 
them. - Mk 9:2-3 

 

Readings for the week of February 28, 2021 
Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 
 15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/ 
 Mk 9:2-10  
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9 11 and 13  
 [cf. 103:10a]/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
 and 23 [23b]/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16 
 [17b]/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a]/
 Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/ 
 Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/ 
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,  
 9-10, 11-12 [8a]/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/ 
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/ 
 1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/
 Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/
 Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Saturday, February 27, 2021  

5:30PM Marjorie Readdy Sullivan Anniversary 

Sunday, February 28, 2021   

9:00AM Rose Marie Marks Witherspoon Month’s Mind 

11:30AM Claire Cutler Memorial 

Monday, March 1, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, March 2, 2021  

7:00AM   

Wednesday, March 3, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, March 4, 2021  

7:00AM   

Friday, March 5, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, March 6, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, March 7, 2021  

9:00AM Joseph & Clementina Gallo Memorial 

11:30AM   

Offertory Envelopes $  4,528.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  1,356.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,383.33 

Total Offertory  $  8,267.33 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960401967?pwd=NGw3L1JRelB4T0VIWjdwd2lBbzNJdz09


 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

I could write a book entitled “Stupid Things I Did as a Kid.” 
  

This would be one of the chapters.  When I was 18 or so, 
just out of high school I had a job working at a McDonald’s in 
Weymouth, and I usually got the closing shift.  Now it was 
June or July and as anyone who has either worked that shift 
or was ever eighteen years old knows, you don’t want to go 
right home.  You want to unwind – do something.  By the 
time the store closed and everything was cleaned up it must 
have been about 12:30 or 1:00 in the morning when some 
friends came to pick me up.  The conversation went 
something like this… 
  

Me: “So, what do you wanna do?” 
 Friends: “I don’t know, let’s drive to New Hampshire.” 
Me: “Yeah, that’s great.  What do we do when we get 
there?” 
Friends: “Let’s climb a mountain.” 
Me: “Awesome!” 
  

And so, it was that we found ourselves at the foot of Mount 
Chocorua at 2:30 in the morning, totally unprepared to climb 
anything much less a 3500-foot mountain. 
  

With our one flashlight (God only knew how old the batteries 
were) we started the climb.  It was pretty dark out there and 
thinking about it now, I’m sure there were all kinds of 
creatures watching us from the woods – probably thinking 
we were the breakfast buffet; things like, lions, and tigers 
and bears (“Oh MY”).  It was kind of scary, though no one 
admitted it.  And it wasn’t an easy climb either, especially in 
sneakers and at certain points it got quite steep.  It was 
really a lot more work than we expected going in. 
  

But – the most memorable part of the whole experience was 
this - we got to the summit just as dawn broke.  We were 
above the tree line on top of the world watching the sunrise 
from a vantage point that few people get to experience and it 
was the most spectacular thing I’d ever witnessed.  It was, 
for me at least, as though we had come face to face with the 
very glory of God.  And in fact, it was a real sign of just that. 
The long, hard, scary journey was rewarded with a very 
special gift from God. 
 

As we read the Gospel today it’s helpful to remember that 
Peter, James and John didn’t just find themselves on top of 
that mountain with Christ.  Before they experienced the 
vision of the transfiguration, they first had to climb the 
mountain.  I can assure you that climbing any mountain is 
not easy and these guys didn’t have a groomed trail to follow 
or flashlights or sneakers - they climbed it in sandals, or bare 
feet. When they got to the top, we can be certain of this; that 

They were very sore and tired, with blisters on their feet and 
they very well might have asked “was is worth it?” 
  

This episode in the life of Jesus and his friends took place as 
Christ was on his final journey to Jerusalem.  His friends 
were going to have to suffer the loss and pain that His death 
would bring and he didn’t want them to be so overwhelmed 
that they’d lose hope, and so he allowed them a glimpse of 
His glory, a taste of His resurrection to hold on to when the 
going got tough. 
  

Every day of our lives, especially during this pandemic, we 
enter into that same journey.  We’re climbing that mountain 
too, and often we’re sore and tired and scared.  We’re on the 
way to Jerusalem with Peter, James and John and like them 
we’ve experienced the death of our own friends and loved 
ones.  We’ve looked evil in the eye and sometimes we are 
overwhelmed.  
  

But the Lord does not want us to lose hope any more than 
he wanted Peter, James and John to lose hope.  We too 
have had glimpses of the Glory of the Risen Lord.  I had one 
on the top of Mount Chocorua. 
  

Throughout our lives in all too real ways, we suffer all of 
what Good Friday has to offer, but my friends if it’s Friday, 
then Sunday’s coming. 
  

If there’s death then resurrection will follow. 
  

If there’s a tomb then there is also an empty tomb, and like 
Christ on the top of that high mountain, we too will be 
transfigured and share in the glory of the Risen Lord – all of 
us together - never to be separated again. 
  

As Peter said, “It is good for us to be here.”  Even if the path 
isn’t easy, it is good for us to be here; even if it’s laden with 
stumbling blocks, it is good for us to be here; even if the 
devil himself is lurking around every dark corner ready to 
devour us like a lion we will not lose hope!  Because we’ve 
been there before with Christ and He won the victory. 
It is good for us to be here. 
  

And we will not lose hope because we have experienced 
death and resurrection over and over - and we have seen 
the glory of God.  Because we’ve climbed the mountain and 
it was worth the effort. 
  

When we come back from the depths of depression and 
illnesses, we’ve experienced a bit of resurrection.  
  

When we’re able to break away from toxic relationships, 
that’s a taste of resurrection. 
  

When the stone is rolled away from the tomb of alcoholism 
and addiction and we’re on the road to recovery we’ve 
experienced something of both death and resurrection. 

Second Sunday of Lent 



 

 

When we don’t have to worry about wearing masks and 
staying away from the people we love.  That will be a 
resurrection. 
  

When a loved one dies and we feel we’ll never smile again – 
we have shared in Christ’s death, and when, unexpectedly, 
a smile or laugh returns, then we’ve been touched by His 
resurrection. 
  

All of us are on a journey to Jerusalem.  And all of us have 
mountains to climb just like Peter, James and John, and all 
of us, like the apostles, have had some glimpses of Christ’s 
resurrection to hold on to, given to us by the Lord so that we 
will not be overwhelmed and so that we will not lose hope. 
But sadly, we are often too busy or blinded by our own tears 
to recognize the vision right in front of us. 
  

Today’s gospel invites us to remember our own mountain 
top experiences; to call on Christ in quiet prayer and ask him 
to open our memories so that we can recognize Christ with 
us during the hard times; on our journeys to Jerusalem, and 
to our Good Fridays; so that we won’t be overwhelmed but 
recognize the coming resurrection and remember that’s what 
Easter means to us.  Sit there with the Lord.  Sit with Peter, 
James and John.  Bathe in the hope and the promise and 
see Christ in His glory and proclaim with Peter, with our 
whole heart, that “It is good for us to be here.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Braintree Catholic Women’s 
Club has two $1,000 scholarships 
available to high school seniors who 
are graduating this year (2021). One 

will be awarded to a Braintree High School Senior and the 
other to a Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high 
school. Notices have been sent to all participating schools. 
Please contact your Guidance Department to request an 
application regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs. 
Margaret Hart, Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755. 
The deadline for applying for these scholarships is April 17, 
2021.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

From St. Francis of Assisi 

Joseph Marino 
Eulalia  “Kay” Kilgarriff 

Edward Wharton 
Jacqueline Tammaro 

 

From St. Clare 

Patrick Munroe 
Carole MacGillivary 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all the souls of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

 

If you are a registered parishioner 
who utilizes the parish envelope 
system or the online giving option 
and would like a copy of your total 
contributions for 2020 please call 
the collaborative office at 781-843-

1332. In accordance with federal regulations contribution 
statements have been mailed to any parishioner who has 
made a single contribution of $250 or more. If you do not 
currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online giving 
system, but would like to; or if you have any questions 
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in 
the collaborative office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 28, 2020 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 
safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.  
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 
book times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 

 Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 
Mass Reservation line. 
 
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

Fiat - A gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on 
Zoom.   The topic will be “The Stations of the Cross.” If you 
are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, 
CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for 
more information and the link to the meeting. 
 
2021 Catholic Appeal—Next weekend, parishes across the 
Archdiocese will launch the annual Catholic Appeal, which 
provides necessary funding for the more than 50 ministries 
that serve our parishes, schools, and communities, helping us 
all live our faith together. This is our Church, and when you 
support the Catholic Appeal, you are directly supporting our 
parish and all those who turn to our Church for assistance. 
Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to learn more or make a 
donation. To give now, scan the QR code above. 
 
February 28 ~ Second Sunday of Lent 
The readings this week deserve to be read, and reread and 
pondered.  “God put Abraham to the test.”  A bit scary, isn’t 
it?  Think about it:  God put (insert YOUR name) to the 
test.  Perhaps one test you face arises from the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic – feelings of discouragement, 
isolation, doubt and fear to name a few!  Despite the various 
difficulties that may need to be faced, listen again to the words 
God speaks in today’s gospel - “This is my beloved 
Son.  Listen to Him.”  Open your heart to Christ; listen 
attentively to what he is speaking to you, asking of you.  How 
will you respond?  

 
Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has gone "Virtual"! 
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 

experiences. Some are on weekends and some span multiple 
weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will explore their 
individual personality styles, improve listening and 
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their 
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  "This is my beloved Son. Listen to 
him." Let us learn to listen better to each other and God by 
participating in a virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
experience on Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21 and 
Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 28, 2021 -2nd Sunday of Lent 
A pregnant woman was walking in the store and met an old 
friend. Her friend exclaimed, “You are absolutely beaming!” 
The new life God placed in her womb radiated throughout 
her body. It was brightly visible on her face and in her eyes. 
Transformation and change usually happen from the inside 
out. It is very rare that simply imposing structure from the 
outside does any good. Yes, it is true that routines and 
habits can change when things are done differently. But, for 
this change to last there has to be an interior renewal and 
metamorphosis as well. Simply regulating behavior and 
bringing someone into conformity with accepted protocols 
doesn’t mean their heart and soul come with them. 
 

Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote and 
rudimentary tent community. He was happy to make his 
daily trip to McDonald’s and always welcomed a gift card or 
two so that he could buy some coffee and something to eat. 
A generous advocate worked to secure him an apartment in 
hopes of moving Peter out of his makeshift housing and into 
something safer. Peter finally got the grand tour of his new 
“digs,” received his own key, remarked how wonderful the 
place was, closed the door behind him when they left and 
never returned. He preferred his tent. No matter how much 
things changed on the outside, Peter was happy where he 
was. A poignant lesson was learned that day. 
 

How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a sense 
of whether you’re really “into it” this year and something 
transformational is happening. For many, it’s only the stuff 
on the outside that changes for a few weeks and then they 
return to business as usual. For others, there are some real 
inner changes happening that are deepening their 
relationships with God, others, self, and creation. If we are 
serious about moving to a new place and radiating with the 
presence of new life and joy, then we have to clear the way 
to listen for God’s call. Then, there is God’s request to 
change things up a bit and order our lives differently. After 
realizing we have been called and given a mission, we have 
to trust that this is where we need to be. And then, after all of 
this hard work we are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed 
will indicate whether our journey is authentic. The brilliance 
of conversion will begin to shine on our faces as we 
contemplate the One to whom we are asked to listen. 

©LPi 

Sharing the Gospel 
Start with a pile of blocks. Add your imagination and you can 
build a castle or a city. You can change that pile of blocks to 
look completely different and wonderful. In today's Gospel, 
Jesus was completely changed. He started out looking like 
an ordinary man. Then, right in front of Peter, James and 
John, something happened. Jesus glowed brightly like the 
sun. Even his clothes became bright white. Talk about 
changing into something different and wonderful! God let 
Peter, James and John see Jesus as he looks now  
in heaven. 
 

Prayer 
God, I can hardly wait to see Jesus glowing in heaven. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself with Jesus, glowing in heaven. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Make some lemonade with your family. Then add food 
coloring to completely change the way it looks. As you mix 
the ingredients together, talk about how Jesus was 
completely changed. 


