
 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Shawn Carey, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

    (Suspended due to Coronavirus) 

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your offerings for the last weekend: 
Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT  87%. 

  

 If you are interested in the Online Giving 
option to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office. 
 

 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday is THIS Wednesday, February 17, 2021. 
This is the beginning of the Season of Lent.   
 

The following is the schedule of Masses/Services for the 
Braintree Collaborative:  

St. Francis of Assisi Masses at 7AM, and 12:10PM  
  Prayer Service with ashes at 6:00AM  

St. Clare Masses at 9AM and 5:30PM  
 

There will be additional “after school” opportunities for 
ashes.  Please check the parish websites on Monday, 
February 15th for times and location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him 
and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved 
with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him, and 
said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” - Mk 1:40-41 

 
Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 
Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/ 
 1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45  
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 
 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2,  
 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 
 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/ 

Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6  
 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 
 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/
 Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/ 
 1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 

Saturday, February 13, 2021  

5:30PM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Sunday, February 14, 2021   

9:00AM   

11:30AM Edward Valentine Darcy Memorial 

Monday, February 15, 2021 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, February 16, 2021  

7:00AM Marge Varraso Memorial 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021  

7:00AM   

Thursday, February 18, 2021  

7:00AM Virginia Mahoney Anniversary 

Friday, February 19, 2021  

7:00AM   

Saturday, February 20, 2021  

5:30PM   

Sunday, February 21, 2021  

9:00AM Benjamin Venuti Anniversary 

11:30AM John McDonough Anniversary 

Offertory Envelopes $  4,118.00 

Offertory/Loose  $     931.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  2,383.33 

Total Offertory  $  7,432.33 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 
 

This week we celebrate Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent.  The Gospel for Ash Wednesday comes from the 
Gospel of Matthew (6:1-6, 16-18) 
  

Don’t be like the hypocrites!  That’s what the Gospel says. 
But what is a hypocrite?  Usually, we think of a hypocrite as 
someone who says one thing and does another.  But is there 
something else to it?  Is there a little nuance that may get us 
thinking in another direction? 
  

As it turns out I just happened to come across the Greek 
derivative for our word hypocrite. That word is hypokrites, 
and refers to an actor who performs behind a mask.  It’s 
about someone pretending to be someone he was not.  That 
puts a little different spin on it doesn’t it? 
  

Have you seen the movie “The Mask?”  Well, in this movie 
there is a character that lives a life that is … ordinary.  He 
doesn’t have much of a job, never gets the girl, and 
everyone is on his case, until one night he finds a mask 
floating in the river.  Whenever he puts on the mask he is 
transformed into this extraverted, cartoonish character who 
is smooth, who always gets what he’s after and who always 
gets the girl.  But eventually he discovers that the Mask 
brings with it more trouble than it’s worth and so at the end 
of the movie (spoiler alert) he throws it back in the river and 
discovers that the person he was underneath the mask is 
the person he is meant to be.  And with this he finds 
contentment… oh and he does get the girl. 
  

How often do we pretend to be something we’re not?  We do 
this, not because we’re bad but because we’re afraid or lack 
confidence.  The “fake it till ya make it” school of life. 
  

I’m of the opinion that all of us, to one extent or another, 
wear masks.  In small and not so small ways there are parts 
of us that pretend to be something we’re not.  We all have 
something in our lives that we’d like to hide behind a mask. 
  

There was a pop psychology book some 30 years ago called 
“Why Am I Afraid to Tell You Who I Am?”  I read the book – 
don’t remember a thing.  There was nothing earth shattering. 
But - the answer is pretty simple, because we’re all a little bit 
afraid that if someone knew the real us; all the little secrets; 
the feelings; the shame; the guilt and the stuff of life we carry 
around like garbage, that they’d reject us.  They wouldn’t 
love us anymore. We’d be alone!  And what is worse for a 
human being than to be alone?  And so, we wear masks and 
we pretend to be something we’re not, to protect ourselves. 

Sometimes we pretend so well that WE don’t even see the 
person we are.  The person we’re supposed to be.  We look 
in the mirror and see the mask and think “that’s who I am.” 
Maybe we’re afraid we won’t love ourselves if we look 
behind the mask. 
  

But God gives us an opportunity during Lent.  To go to Him 
with our fear of rejection, the fear that we won’t be loved, the 
fear that we can’t be forgiven and the fear that we can’t even 
face ourselves. 
  

Jesus is whispering softly to us, tenderly, “Take the mask 
off.  Don’t be afraid.  I’ll show you the person God your 
Father created you to be.  You don’t have to pretend.  I know 
who you are and I will not reject you - I will LOVE you – no 
matter what!  I am always with you.” 
  

And that’s what Lent can be.  It doesn’t have to be a time of 
self-deprivation but a time of renewal.  It’s the time that 
reminds us that God calls us back – always, continually calls 
us back into that right relationship we were meant to have 
with Him and with each other.  It’s a time to shed the mask 
and to put on Christ – a time to stop pretending and a time to 
be authentic.  To discover once more that we are people 
made in the image and likeness of God and to live our lives 
that way, and NO mask can hide THAT. 
  

Lent is the traditional time in the Church when people who 
want to become Catholic prepare themselves for Baptism. 
  

And like them, we too prepare.  We pray; we fast; we go to 
confession; we abstain from meat; we give up candy; and 
we do good works, not to prepare for Baptism but to renew 
the promises we made at baptism.  At every Mass on Easter 
Sunday, we renew our pledge to put on Christ and to live as 
he lived so that like Him, we too can bring life and healing to 
the world. 
  

So, let’s all go to that hidden room that the Gospel speaks 
about today and pray with Christ.  Let’s ask him to show us 
our masks and give us the courage to take them off, and see 
the real person, see that new creation in Christ - the person 
God created us to be, holy and righteous in His sight. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available for 
parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for more 
information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the parish office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed and 
you would like their info to appear on the blue board in the 
church, please call or email the parish office.  If you are 
aware of needed updates to the board, please let us know 
that as well.  Thank you. 

 
If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or 
the online giving option and 
would like a copy of your total 
contributions for 2020 please 
call the collaborative office at 
781-843-1332. In accordance 

with federal regulations contribution statements have been 
mailed to any parishioner who has made a single contribution 
of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize the parish 
envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would like to; or if 
you have any questions regarding your statement, please 
contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

From St. Francis of Assisi 

John Gaynor 
Lorraine McGrath 
Leo Shamshak 

  
From St. Clare 

George A. O’Brien 
Margaret “Peggy” Marsh 

Leo Ronan  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen.  

The Braintree Catholic Women’s 
Club has two $1,000 
scholarships available to high 
school seniors who are 
graduating this year (2021). One 

will be awarded to a Braintree High School Senior and the 
other to a Braintree senior graduating from a Catholic high 
school. Notices have been sent to all participating schools. 
Please contact your Guidance Department to request an 
application regarding these scholarships, or call Mrs. 
Margaret Hart, Scholarship Chairperson at 781-849-1755. 
The deadline for applying for these scholarships is April 17, 
2021.  
 
Early Bird Special  

Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer Gathering  
Saturday, February 20, 2021 7:00-8:30 AM   

Remote Meeting by Zoom - BYOC – Bring your own coffee!! 
Next meeting: Boosting Your Lenten Practices  

Men, join us for a conversation on 6 practices that could 
boost your Lent. People will give short talks on their 
experiences with Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving, Lectio Divina, 
Confession, and the Examen prayer. Many of these 
practices can not only improve your spiritual life but also 
improve your professional and personal life. Please join us 
for a rewarding and low key way to boost your Lent! The 
Zoom meeting link will be sent out by email a few days 
before the meeting. If you want to be added to the 
distribution list, email me, Phil Plageman, at 
jamet@comcast.net. God bless you all and hope to “see” 
you there!! 
 

February 14, 2020 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Sunday Masses continue with limited seating to provide 
safe social distancing for all in attendance.  We remind you: 
You must book a seat(s) for the Mass you want to attend.  
There are two methods for booking a time. You may only 
book times for yourself and members of your household. 
  

On-line booking is found at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree  (regular weekend Mass) 
 
  

Phone  Booking 
¨ Dial 781-843-1332 and Press 3   
¨ Follow recorded instructions 

¨ Provide your Name, Phone#, Church, Mass Time and the 
total # of household members coming to Mass.  Hang up 
after you are done with your message 

  

The cut-off times for Mass Reservations are as follows: 
  2:00PM Saturday for the Saturday evening Masses  
10:00PM Saturday for the Sunday morning Masses 
  2:00PM Sunday for the Sunday evening Mass 
  

You are required to wear a mask at all times in 
accordance with COVID-19 Order No. 31. You do not have 
to wear a mask if you have a medical or disabling condition 
that prevents this. Children under 2 do not require a mask; 
Children ages 2-5 is up to parental discretion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-
843-1332.  Please do not leave this information on the 
Mass Reservation line. 
 
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

 

2021 Catholic Appeal—In just a couple of weeks, we will be 
launching our parish’s annual Catholic Appeal. As you may 
know, the Catholic Appeal funds the 51 Central Ministries of 
the Archdiocese that support our parish on a daily basis—
especially as we continue to navigate the pandemic. You may 
have already received a letter from Cardinal Seán asking for 
your early support. If you are able, please consider 
responding to that request to help our parish meet our Appeal 
goal early. You can offer your support by going online to 
bostoncatholicappeal.org to make your gift at any time or scan 
the QR code above. Thank you for your support! 
 
February 14 ~ Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
St. Paul speaks to us clearly and succinctly in the second 
reading today: “whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 
God.”  During the week, make this your prayer - that in all 
things large and small, in your words and in your actions, that 
all will be done to give glory to God.  When you do that, not 
only will you notice a difference in your thinking and your 
attitude toward others, but others will also notice a difference 
in you as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter has gone "Virtual"! 
To support married couples during this time of 
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 

experiences. Some are on weekends and some span multiple 
weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will explore their 
individual personality styles, improve listening and 
communication skills, understand God’s plan for their 
marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  “Whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.” Does 
your marriage give glory to God? Learn how to let your 
Sacrament shine on an upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend on Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 
3RE, NY and Mar 19-21, 2021 in HAWTHORNE, NJ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a5a722a4f49-braintree


 

 

February 14, 2021- 6th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
The Church, as a voice of the 
Gospel, proclaims the sacredness 
of all human life. Everyone created 

by God is fashioned in God’s image and has Divine DNA at 
the center of their soul. God never leaves what God creates 
but always remains intimately bound to what he has given 
form. Everyone has a place and because they have received 
the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, 
unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. Even the 
most broken of souls has a place. We, the Body of Christ, 
have the privilege and responsibility to give voice to the 
voiceless. The cries of the little one in his or her mother’s 
womb are just as sacred as the cries of one who is 
homeless and hungry. The migrant deserves our attention 
as much as the forgotten elderly and even the prisoner, with 
a heart hardened by anger and resentment, deserves 
respect and dignity. 
 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would 
rather keep those we consider unclean, different or unfixable 
in a place by themselves. It is hard to see them with us, but 
they deserve to be. There is far too much violence in this 
world and the result of that violence is the assault on human 
life. Many are forced to leave the place they call home in 
search of safer ground, finding few if any along the way who 
will help them. How different today’s Gospel story would be if 
Jesus gave in to what was politically correct at that time. The 
leper would have been turned away and a soul, already 
beaten down by disease and fear, would have experienced 
an even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much 
attention from anyone, nor would he have mirrored the 
Father’s compassion and love. 
 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least 
understand that God’s vision is often in conflict with the 
vision put forth in our world and even the one we advance 
ourselves? There is no doubt that it is incredibly challenging 
to find a place for everyone at the table. This challenge is 
compounded when the systems of operation and structure 
that are so ingrained in us affirm power and privilege rather 
than inclusivity and justice. Everything really goes askew 
when the powerful begin to control who is entitled to 
wholeness and inclusion, and greed becomes a driving 
force. Prejudice and entitlement raise their ugly heads and 
we find ourselves with quite a mess. It’s time to admit that 
things have been a mess for a very long time. The mess 
needs to be healed, not by erasing it but by allowing God to 
touch it and make it whole. We need to bring God back to 
the center of life where God belongs. There are no easy 
solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But, knowing that 
wholeness, healing, and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can 
more confidently labor to achieve God’s vision.              ©LPi 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
It is not fun to be sick. You miss your friends at school. You 
can't go outside to play. On top of being bored and lonely, 
you don't feel well at all. The man with leprosy in today's 
Gospel was sick a long, long time. He was really bored, 
lonely, and feeling awful. There was no medicine for leprosy. 
Jesus was the only one who could help him.   
 

Prayer 
God, you have the power to heal. Help me to trust you, even 
when I'm sick.  
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself sick in bed. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Visit the sick. Make a card. Take a treat to share.  Give them 
something to read. Pray for them before you leave. You will 
brighten their day. 


